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I N T R O D U C T I O N

• Research in progress

• Understanding the metropolitan news media ecology 
in the cross-border Cascadia region 
(BC/Washington/Oregon)

• This study (Phase One): 1) Metropolitan newspaper 
reporters in Vancouver and Seattle; Research ahead 
will include community newspaper reporters/editors
along the BC/Washington border along with media 
sources, including public and corporate organizations



C U R R E N T  R E S E A R C H  P R O J E C T



• Media panel feat. 
Geekwire, Puget Sound 
Business Journal, Daily 
Hive

• Brad Smith, President, 
Microsoft

• The evolution of Cascadia 
as a cultural-economic 
region

C A S C A D I A  I N N O V A T I O N  
C O R R I D O R  C O N F E R E N C E



R E S E A R C H  
C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

• Interview trends

• Prioritizing Cascadia

• Reporter interest

• Methodology: In-depth 
Interviews



R E S E A R C H  R E L E V A N C E  A N D  
P O T E N T I A L  I M P A C T

• How do mass audiences understand the Cascadia 
region?

• How do policymakers reach publics via media on 
Cascadia issues such as environment or 
transportation?

• How do city/province/country specific media grapple 
with cross-border stories and audiences?



R E S U L T S  I N  P R O G R E S S



N E W S W O R T H I N E S S  1 0 1 :  
W H A T  A R E  “ N E W S  V A L U E S ”  

• impact

• timeliness

• prominence

• proximity

• the bizarre

• conflict

• currency

• human interest



• First the good news: Reporters are favorable to the idea of Cascadia 
and aspire to greater coverage

• But… Metro newsrooms are shrinking - reporters have less ability to 
cover regions, are more concerned with immediate communities

• National contexts and politics matter! (example: housing crisis and 
foreign capital)

• Cascadia cities look to each other for lessons in policy, social
innovation, and entrepreneurship

R Q 1 :  H O W  I S  N E W S  I N  C A S C A D I A
P R O D U C E D ?







R Q 2 :  W H A T  C A S C A D I A  S T O R I E S  M A K E  
T H E  N E W S ?

• Cascadia-specific news is driven by events

• Immediacy matters (aspirational versus the here and now)

• Newsmakers make news! Civic leaders, politicians, policymakers, issue 
advocates, academics, etc. 

• Cascadia is neither editorial priority nor a forgotten beat: Reporters/editors 
are simultaneously keen and ambivalent

• Cascadia’s identification as a bioregion translates into extensive media 
coverage locally and nationally: Ecology is prominent for journalists and is 
evidenced in resources allocated to feature stories



H O S T I L E W A T E R
S E R I E S :
S E A T T L E T I M E S

L Y N D A  M A P E S





R Q 2 :  W H A T  C A S C A D I A
S T O R I E S  M A K E  T H E  
N E W S ?

• News coverage is driven by 
editorial decision-makers, 
audience interest, and 
reporters’ lived experiences
in conjunction with 
established news values





F I N D I N G S

• “It’s something that we hear about from our elected 
leaders and business leaders about the importance of 
that region… I’m responding to what what they are 
talking about.”



F I N D I N G S

• “We need to do a much better job as covering this as 
one bio-region and one cultural-social region”



F I N D I N G S

• “I think we can learn a lot from each other,and we 
admire each other. For example, urban planning in 
Vancouver. Economic innovation in Seattle.”



N E W S  V A L U E S  A N D  M E T R O P O L I T A N  
N E W S  I N  T H E  C A S C A D I A  R E G I O N

• Impact: Border/Transport issues, Economic growth

• Timeliness: Natural disasters, Crisis, Capital Markets

• Prominence: Ecology, Economy, Culture

• Proximity: Salish Sea, National Parks, Vancouver-Seattle-Portland

• Conflict: Political differences, Competing economic interests

• Currency: Health, Immigration, Trade, Housing, Environment

• Human interest: Recreation, Tourism, Individual stories from the 
Cascadia corridor



A N A L Y S I S

• Coverage of Cascadia remains limited outside of major regional 
events. There isn’t nearly enough

• The U.S./Canada dichotomy looms large despite cultural and 
economic linkages; these publications tend to exist in their 
regional or metropolitan news bubbles

• However - Cascadia stories tend to drive audience interest; cross-
border engagement grows readership (and potentially business)

• Though “we are still a long ways from the other Washington” —
national policymaking in US and Canada can and does drive local 
trends and hyperlocal news events…





S O L U T I O N S ?  

• Bringing more journalists to events like the Cascadia 
Innovation Corridor meetings; more policy briefings

• Cross-border media collaborations - an opportunity 
missed currently, particularly for complex, expensive 
stories

• Investing in the Cascadia beat is good for business

• Facilitating conversations between and for Cascadia 
journalists and media enterprises



T H A N K  Y O U  T O :  

B O R D E R  P O L I C Y  R E S E A R C H  
I N S T I T U T E ,  W E S T E R N  
W A S H I N G T O N  U N I V E R S I T Y  

T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N O R T H E R N  
C O L O R A D O ,  T H O M A S  E N D R E S ,  
A N D  A L L  O F  T H E  S A S S I 2 0 2 0  
V I R T U A L  P A R T I C I P A N T S

S E E  Y O U  N E X T Y E A R I N N E B R A S K A !



T H A N K  Y O U !


