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Dramatistic Life Cycle 

◦ People are going to follow this rule-breaking behavior and fall into what Burke calls 

the “Dramatistic life cycle”  

◦ Order:  “rules for living”; don’t break the law. 

◦ Pollution: Harvey and Mike reject the law & display unethical behavior; sin ◦ 

Purification: 

- Mike is following a “higher calling” by his belief that he is helping people in 

need of serious legal attention; transcendence 

- Harvey is purified through victimage by scapegoating time. ◦ Redemption:  

Temporary rebirth into  social order.  



 

Burke says this is an eternal cycle of sin/guilt and redemption 
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