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CONSENT FORM FOR HUMAN PARTICIPANTS IN RESEARCH

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO
Project Title: Student Performance and Attitude Regarding Teacher Education
Researcher: Joe Teacher, Ph.D., School of Teacher Education
Phone Number: (123) 456-7890

e-mail:  joe.teacher@unco.edu
With the help of several graduate student instructors I am researching student performance and attitude in TED 323 (how to teach).  As a participant in this research, you will be asked to take two objective quizzes (which will not count toward your grade in the class) and a questionnaire.  These will be given to you during your regularly scheduled class sometime during the course of the semester.    The objective quizzes will consist of multiple-choice questions and will assess your knowledge about the topic of interest during a certain week in the semester.  The questionnaire will require you to assess your attitude about various features of class exercises and activities.  Some items of the questionnaire will seem more like test questions, but they are intended to assess your critical thinking skills.  The quizzes will each take approximately 15-20 minutes and the questionnaire will take 10-20 minutes.  At the end of the semester, you will be asked to provide some feedback about the class exercises.
For the quizzes and questionnaires, you will not provide your name, but will be asked to provide your class section, gender, and overall grade point average.  Therefore, your responses will be anonymous.  Only the researcher and the other course instructors will examine individual responses.  Quiz and questionnaire responses will be made on a sheet which will be computer-graded and written feedback asked for at the end of the semester will not be examined until after grades have been assigned.  Results of the study will be presented in group form only (e.g., averages) and all original paperwork will be kept in locked cabinets on campus.
Risks to you are minimal.  You may feel anxious or frustrated taking the quizzes, but we are trying to minimize these feelings because the results will have no bearing on your final grade.  The benefits to you include gaining practice in taking quizzes, especially with respect to the material in this course.  In addition, the approaches we present in these class exercises may help you learn the material better and therefore, make you better prepared for assessments later in the semester (e.g., final exams).
Participation is voluntary. You may decide not to participate in this study and if you begin participation you may still decide to stop and withdraw at any time. Your decision will be respected and will not result in loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. Please take all the time you need to read through this document and decide whether you would like to participate in this research study.  If you decide to participate, your completion of the research procedures indicates your consent.  Please keep this form for your records. If you have any concerns about your selection or treatment as a research participant, please contact the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, University of Northern Colorado at irb@unco.edu or 970-351-1910.

