Announcement of Limited Submission Funding Opportunity

Opportunity Now Colorado 

ORSP is accepting through Friday, January 17, 2025, statements of interest for the Opportunity Now Colorado Phase 3. The state-funded program allows each institution to submit one (1) application. The full proposal submission deadline is February 7, 2025.

Limited Competition Phase 1 Instructions:

Please share your interest in applying to this program by providing ORSP with a brief statement of interest, noting the sector it will focus on, your general idea, and your plan for meeting the criteria of having students placed in jobs by the end of the grant period. 

Please email your statement of interest to Carman Melendrez at carman.melendrez@unco.edu no later than Friday, January 17, 2025, at midnight.

Information about Opportunity Now Colorado Program:

The Colorado Office of Economic Development & International Trade released last Thursday the third call for proposals for the Opportunity Now program. Each institution can submit only one proposal. Proposals are due to OEDIT on Feb 7.
 
Proposals must be related to the following sectors (https://opportunitynow.co/how-to-apply/):
· Behavioral Health
· Education
· Early Childhood Education
· Health Care
· Infrastructure, including
· Information Technology 
 
Behavioral health and infrastructure sectors are considered high-priority sectors and will receive additional weight in the application scoring rubric.
 
This 3rd phase is only for one year and requires that awardees must be able to start placing individuals into jobs by the grant end period (June 2026 for behavioral health sector grants; October 2026 for infrastructure, health care, education, and/or early childhood education sector grants). 
 
In this Phase 3, OEDIT plans to award up to seven $1 million grants to industry, employers, intermediaries, educational institutions, and workforce innovators scaling proven models or approaches to addressing Colorado’s talent gaps. Of the seven, three will fund programs operating in the Infrastructure, Health Care, Education, and Early Childhood Education sectors. Four will fund programs operating in the behavioral health sector.


Phase 3 is anticipated to be highly competitive. It is strongly encouraged to review the resources below carefully to ensure you understand what is needed to develop a strong, focused application:

Applicant Process Guide
Review the guide carefully for detailed information about program eligibility, the application, and technical support: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fD-xfXhfFOPdgrN9v5tus_DLxBPHXvn6/view

Colorado Data Resources
Colorado Future Jobs provides industry and workforce demand and supply data that can help identify and respond to employment needs: https://www.coloradofuturejobs.com/#/graphs

Opportunity Now launched in December 2022. During Phases 1 and 2, the program awarded $82 million to 89 grantees in all 14 OEDIT regions. These grantees are projected to serve 24,000 learners through more than 300 industry partnerships. Click here to see previously funded programs.

Please email your statement of interest to Carman Melendrez at carman.melendrez@unco.edu no later than Friday, January 17, 2025, at midnight.
