Dear PVA Community of Scholars,
I am writing today regarding a limited competition opportunity that may be of interest. The National Endowment for the Arts has released a revised Notice of Funding Opportunity for its 2026 Grants for Arts Program.
Grants for Arts Projects provides project-based funding for organizations in the areas of Artist Communities, Arts Education, Dance, Design, Film & Media Arts, Folk & Traditional Arts, Literary Arts, Local Arts Agencies, Museums, Music, Musical Theater, Opera, Presenting & Multidisciplinary Works, Theater, and Visual Arts. 
Funded activities may include public engagement with the arts and arts education, the integration of the arts with strategies promoting the health and well-being of people and communities, and the improvement of overall capacity and capabilities within the arts sector. 
Awards require a 1:1 cost share/match. Proposals are due to NEA by midnight July 22, 2025. For complete program information, please click here.
This funding opportunity is restricted in the number of proposals that can be submitted by any single institution. UNC may submit one (1) application for consideration. 
We are calling for brief statements of interest from faculty wishing to apply to this program. Statements of interest are due by midnight April 17, 2025. If more than one statement of interest is received, we will initiate an internal competition to select the candidate who will move forward to submit a proposal (please click here for UNC limited submission guidelines).

Please include the following in your statements of interest:
1. A brief overview of the proposed project, including goal(s) and proposed outcomes. Please also include the artistic discipline involved in your proposal.
2. A brief description the proposed project activities that will take place during the period of performance. 
3. A description of the intended communities, participants, or audiences involved in the project activities, and how they will benefit. Explain how you will engage these groups. 
4. Please describe how you plan to meet the required 1:1 non-federal match (this can include in-kind contributions of time or other non-federal committed funding).
5. Please email your statements of interest to carman.melendrez@unco.edu no later than midnight April 17, 2025.
Results of the internal review will be announced no later than May 1, 2025.
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Carman Melendrez at carman.melendrez@unco.edu.
Thank you,
Carman Melendrez, Ph.D.
Director of Research Development
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs
University of Northern Colorado
Cell: 505-699-8828
