
 

The Course Map for IRIS’s VR-focused self-directed training track is below. This document serves as a printable “at-a-glance” 
reference guide that can be used to see the overall flow of the training modules.  
 

Course Map for the IRIS: Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) Focused Self-Directed Track (updated March 2025) 

 
Course Purpose 

Upon completion of the IRIS Project’s VR Focused Self-Directed course, participants will have examined the 
challenges and opportunities when working with rural deaf VR participants and rural sign language 
interpreters.  

Project Hours 10 hours  

 

Domains  

1.​ D1- Theory and Knowledge Competencies (Academic foundation and world knowledge essential to working with rural deaf 
communities) 

2.​ D2- Human Relations (Fosters effective communication and productive collaboration with colleagues, consumers, and 
employers) 

3.​ D3- Language Skills Competencies (Demonstrates proficiency and competence of American Sign Language and English)  
4.​ D4- Interpreting Skills (Demonstrates effective ASL-English interpretation of a range of subject matter in a variety of settings) 
5.​ D5- Professionalism (Demonstrates competencies critical to ongoing professional development) 

 
Key used below: Module #: Name [Domain# & introduced (i), applied (a), or reviewed (r)] 
Example: Supporting Rural Deaf Communities: Challenges and Opportunities (D1r, D2a, D3r, D5a) 

 

Important 
Dates 

Module Name, Domain(s) & 
Description 

Objectives Activities, Assignments & 
Assessments  

Materials needed 

<INSERT 
DATES> 
 

Orientation (D1i, D2i/a) 
 
This orientation module is your 
first step toward success. This 

1.​ Locate the 
navigational tools 
within Canvas.  

1.​ Practice Discussion 
Board due <?> 

●​ CSDB (2017) 
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https://youtu.be/hNlPbnjoOfg


 

self-paced, orientation module 
will provide you with a brief 
overview of how the Canvas 
Learning Management System 
(LMS) works.  

2.​ Practice engaging 
in a Canvas 
Discussion. 

<INSERT 
DATES> 

Module 1: Supporting Rural 
Deaf Communities: Challenges 
and Opportunities (D1r, D2a, 
D3r, D5a) 
 
This module offers space for 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
professionals to explore, 
reflect, and identify the 
challenges and opportunities 
faced by deaf rural 
communities and the 
interpreters in these settings.  

1.​ Describe key 

components of 

rural 

professionalism.  

2.​ Identify key 

challenges faced 

by rural deaf 

community 

members. 

3.​ Identify key 

challenges 

presented to 

interpreters in 

rural settings. 

4.​ Identify 

opportunities for 

future 

collaboration with 

rural deaf and 

interpreting 

communities. 

1.​ Pre-test due <?> 
2.​ Discussion #1: 

Rural 
Professionalism 
due <?> 

3.​ Discussion #2: 
Serving Rural Deaf 
Communities due 
<?> 

4.​ Discussion #3: IRIS 
Rural Deaf 
Community Panel 
due <?> 

5.​ Discussion #4 RID 
Town Hall due <?> 

6.​ Discussion #5: 
Putting it all 
Together due <?> 

7.​ Post-test due <?> 

●​ Manninen 
(2017) 

●​ NDC (2019) 
●​ IRIS Rural 

Deaf 
Community 
Panel (2022) 

●​ RID Town 
Hall (2022) 
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-64786-9
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-64786-9
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Reseach_Brief_DHH_in_rural_settings_v3.pdf
https://youtu.be/NxYdpxKU4tA
https://youtu.be/NxYdpxKU4tA
https://youtu.be/NxYdpxKU4tA
https://youtu.be/NxYdpxKU4tA
https://youtu.be/MiYnwudD-Nc
https://youtu.be/MiYnwudD-Nc


 

Copyright & Disclaimer: This product was developed by the University of Northern Colorado (UNC) Improving Rural Interpreter Skills 
(IRIS) Project. The contents of this course map were developed under a grant (#H160D210006) from the Department of Education, 
Rehabilitation Services Administration. The contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you 
should not assume endorsement from the Federal Government (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e-3 and 3474). 
 
Neither endorsement nor verification is intended or made of any hypertext link, product, service, or information either by its 
inclusion or exclusion from this page or site. Some links may become outdated or expired over time. Users are encouraged to verify 
the information independently and exercise discretion when relying on external or online resources. 
 

Permission is granted to copy and disseminate this product for noncommercial educational purposes provided 
UNC-IRIS is credited as the source and referenced appropriately on any such copies. Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License. Suggested citation: UNC-IRIS. (2024). Name of Resource. 

URL (if applicable). 
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https://www.unco.edu/irisproject/
https://www.unco.edu/irisproject/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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