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The Course Map for IRIS’s APP program is below. The Course Map serves as a printable “at-a-glance” reference guide that can be 
used to see the overall flow of the training modules. Please read everything in the Course Map carefully. 
 

Course Map for the IRIS: Alternative Pathway Program (APP) (updated August 2025) 

Project Purpose 
Upon completion of the IRIS Project APP modules listed below, participants will have completed the necessary 
steps to apply for the RID Alternative Pathway Program in order to satisfy the educational requirements for the 
national interpreter certification exam.  

Project Hours 70 hours (7.0 RID GS CEUs) 

 
Domains  

1. D1- Associate APP program requirements to one’s educational experiences 
2. D2- Illustrate understanding of APP program requirements  
3. D3- Compile verification of educational experiences applicable to the APP program 
4. D4- Integrate verifiable educational experiences into the APP program matrix 
5. D5- Construct and submit a completed application for the APP program 
6. D6- Formulate strategies to support colleagues in the APP program 

 
Key used below: Module #: Name [Domain# & introduced (i), applied (a), or reviewed (r)] 
Example: Module 4: Submitting the Educational Equivalency Application (D2a, D3a, D4a, D5i/a, D6a) 
 

Important 
Dates 

Module Name, 
Domain(s) & Description 

Objectives Activities, Assignments & 
Assessments  

Materials needed 

<DATES> 
(1 week) 
 
 

Orientation (D1i, D6i) 

This module will 
reintroduce navigating 

1. Recall the navigational 
tools within Canvas. 

1. Synchronous session 
due TBD 

● RID Alternative 
Pathway 
Program (n.d.) 

https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
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Mandatory COL 
synchronous 
session 
<DATE/TIME> 

the Canvas learning 
management system, 
provide an overview of 
the RID Alternative 
Pathway Program (APP), 
and outline the IRIS 
stepwise approach to 
completing the APP.  

2. Identify gaps in one’s 
current understanding of 
the APP. 

3. Explain how one will 
organize documentation 
during the APP process.  

2. Canvas Discussion: 
Further questions? 
due <DATE> 

3. Canvas Discussion: 
Getting Organized 
due <DATE> 

<DATES> 
(3 weeks) 
 

Module 1: Identifying 
Completed Coursework 
(D1i/a, D2i/a, D3i/a, 
D4i/a, D6a) 

This module outlines the 
necessary 
documentation needed 
and strategies to obtain 
verification for the credit-
bearing coursework 
portion of the APP. 

1. Relate APP coursework 
requirements to one’s 
completed coursework. 

2. Research avenues for 
obtaining transcripts.  

3. Implement requests for 
transcripts. 

4. Produce evidence of 
verified credit-bearing 
coursework.  

1. Synchronous session 
due TBD 

2. Canvas Discussion: 
Obtaining your 
Official Transcript 
due <DATE> 

3. Canvas Submission: 
Coursework 
Verification <DATE> 

● RID Alternative 
Pathway 
Program (n.d.) 

<DATES> 
(3 weeks) 
 
 
All participants 
must complete 
Module 2 by 
<DATE> to 

Module 2: Identifying 
Work Experience (D1i/a, 
D2i/a, D3i/a, D4i/a, D6a) 

This module outlines the 
necessary 
documentation needed 
and strategies to obtain 

1. Relate APP work 
experience requirements 
to one’s own. 

2. Research avenues for 
obtaining verification of 
work experiences.  

3. Implement requests for 
verification. 

1. Synchronous session 
due TBD 

2. Canvas Discussion: 
Gathering 
Documentation due 
<DATE> 

3. Canvas Submission: 
Interpreting 

● RID Alternative 
Pathway 
Program (n.d.) 

https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
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remain in the 
program. 

verification for the work 
experience portion of the 
APP. 

4. Produce evidence of 
verified work 
experiences.  

Experience 
Verification <DATE> 

<DATES> 
(3 weeks) 
 
Mandatory 
program-wide 
synchronous 
session 
<DATE/TIME> 

Module 3: Identifying 
Completed Professional 
Development (D1i/a, 
D2i/a, D3i/a, D4i/a, D6a) 

This module outlines the 
necessary 
documentation needed 
and strategies to obtain 
verification for the 
professional 
development portion of 
the APP. 

1. Relate APP professional 
development 
requirements to one’s 
own. 

2. Research avenues for 
obtaining verification of 
professional 
development.  

3. Implement requests for 
verification. 

4. Produce evidence of 
verified professional 
development.  

1. Synchronous session 
<DATE> 

2. Canvas Discussion: 
Gathering 
Documentation due 
<DATE> 

3. Canvas Submission: 
Professional 
Development 
Verification due 
<DATE> 

● RID Alternative 
Pathway 
Program (n.d.) 

<DATES> 
(3 weeks) 

Module 4: Submitting 
the Educational 
Equivalency Application 
(D2a, D3a, D4a, D5i/a, 
D6a) 

This module finalizes the 
APP process and guides 
the submission of the 

1. Prepare collected 
documentation for 
electronic submission. 

2. Complete the 
educational equivalency 
application. 

3. Compile all needed 
documentation, including 
the application.  

4. Submit documentation. 

1. Synchronous session 
due TBD 

2. Canvas Submission: 
Completed 
Application due 
<DATE> 

 

● RID Alternative 
Pathway 
Program (n.d.) 

https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
https://rid.org/certification/alternative-pathway-program/
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educational equivalency 
application.  

<DATES> 
(2 weeks) 
 
All participants 
must complete 
Module 5 by 
<DATE> to 
complete the 
program. 

Module 5: Next Steps 
(D1r, D2r, D6a) 

In this module, 
participants will reflect 
on the APP process and 
determine their next 
steps toward 
professional credentials.  

1. Formulate a short-term 
and long-term plan for 
obtaining RID 
certification. 

1. Synchronous session 
due TBD 

2. Canvas Discussion: 
Other Resources 
due <DATE> 

3. Canvas Discussion: 
Certification Goals 
due <DATE> 

● CATIE Center 
Dive In (n.d.) 

 
Copyright & Disclaimer: This product was developed by the University of Northern Colorado (UNC) Improving Rural Interpreter Skills 
(IRIS) Project. The contents of this course map were developed under a grant (#H160D210006) from the Department of Education, 
Rehabilitation Services Administration. The contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and 
you should not assume endorsement from the Federal Government (Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1221e-3 and 3474). 
 
Neither endorsement nor verification is intended or made of any hypertext link, product, service, or information, either by its 
inclusion or exclusion from this page or site. Some links may become outdated or expired over time. Users are encouraged to verify 
the information independently and exercise discretion when relying on external or online resources. 
 

Permission is granted to copy and disseminate this product for noncommercial educational purposes, 
provided UNC-IRIS is credited as the source and referenced appropriately on any such copies. Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License. Suggested citation: UNC-IRIS. (2025). Name 

of Resource. URL (if applicable). 
 

https://noviceinterpreters.org/self-directed/
https://noviceinterpreters.org/self-directed/
https://www.unco.edu/irisproject/
https://www.unco.edu/irisproject/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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