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Katherine M. Johnson
University of Northern Colorado

College of Humanities and Social Sciences
(970) 351-2160

Email: Katherine.Johnson@unco.edu

Education

PhD, University of California - Berkeley, 2002.
Area of Study: Economic Geography, Political Theory, American History
Dissertation/Thesis Title: Federalism and the origins of the urban crisis: the geo-politics of
housing and highways: 1916-1956.

M.A.L.D., Tufts University (Fletcher School), 1983.
Area of Study: International Trade and Finance

BA, Muhlenberg College, 1979.
Area of Study: International Studies

Professional Academic Experience

Associate Professor, University of Northern Colorado. (2009 - Present).

Assistant Professor, University of Northern Colorado. (2002 - 2009).

Editorial Assistant, Antipode, University of California - Berkeley. (1998 - 2000).

Teaching Assistant, University of California - Berkeley. (1996 - 1998).

Research Assistant, University of California - Berkeley. (1995 - 1996).

Deputy Advisor, New York City Mayor's Office. (1988 - 1992).

Investment Manager, General Electric Capital Corp. (1984 - 1988).

Consultant, Travel Trust International. (1983 - 1984).

Teaching Assistant, Tufts University. (1981).

Intern, Library of Congress. (1980).

Editorial Assistant, American Council of Voluntary Agencies for Foreign Service (ACVAFS).
(1979 - 1980).

RESEARCH, SCHOLARSHIP, AND CREATIVE WORKS

Publications

Non-juried

Journal Article

Johnson, K. (2009). Captain Blake versus the Highwaymen, or How San Francisco Won
the Freeway Revolt. Urban Planning History, 8(1), 47-74.

mailto:Katherine.Johnson@unco.edu
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Johnson, K., Schmidt, C. G. (2009). Room to Grow: Urban Ambitions and the Limits to
Growth in Weld County, Colorado. Urban Affairs Review, 44(4), 525-553.

Johnson, K. (2008). The Glorified Municipality: State Formation and the Urban Process
in North America. Political Geography, 27(4), 400-417.

Johnson, K. (2006). Sovereigns and Subjects: a Geo-Political History of Metropolitan
Reform in the U.S. Environment & Planning A, 38(1), 149-168.

Professional Presentations

Not Invited

Juried

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "The Housing
Boom of the 1920s," New York, New York. (February 2012).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "A Gramscian
Retrospective on the Freeway Revolts," Las Vegas, Nevada. (March 2009).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "Municipal
Corporate Liberalism," Boston, Massachusetts. (April 2008).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "The California
Freeway," San Francisco, California. (April 2007).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "The Causes and
Limits of Growth in Weld County, Colorado," Chicago, Illinois. (March 2006).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers, "The North American State: A
Theory of Metropolitan Convergence," Denver, Colorado. (April 2005).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers, "Urbanization in Weld County,
Colorado," Denver, Colorado. (March 2005).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "A Geo-Political
Perspective on Metropolitan Reform," Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. (March 2004).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "Federalism and
the Origins of the Interstate Highway System," Los Angeles, California. (March 2002).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "Diverging Tracks:
Municipal Home Rule and the Development of Rapid Transit, 1890-1910," New York,
New York. (February 2001).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers, "Transportation Politics in
Philadelphia and Toronto," Honolulu, Hawaii. (March 1999).

Johnson, K., Association of American Geographers Annual Meeting, "The San Francisco
Freeway Revolt," Fort Worth, Texas. (1997).

Non-juried

Johnson, K., "Paul Krugman’s Geography," Graduate Center, City University of New
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York. (March 2013).

Johnson, K., "Weld County Housing Crisis," Graduate Center, City University of New
York. (March 2010).

Johnson, K., "The European Union and the Urban Process," Monfort School of Business,
University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado. (September 2007).

Johnson, K., "Marx’s Method," Graduate Center, City University of New York. (March
2006).

Johnson, K., "Federalism and the Urban Crisis," Department of Geography, University of
California Berkeley. (October 10, 2001).

Research in Progress

"Book Mauscript, The American Road".
currently under contract with the Johns Hopkins University Press

"Greeley Indicators Report, 2017".
Statistical and qualitative profile of the City of Greeley and Northern Colorado completed in
February 2017 as part of preparations for the city's long range planning process

TEACHING

Teaching Experience

University of Northern Colorado

Courses Taught:

GEOG 100, World Geography, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 110, Geography of the United States and Canada, 23 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 250, The Making of the American Landscape, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 310, Urban and Regional Planning, 7 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 312, Economic Geography of the Industrialized World, 5 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 360, Political Geography, 3 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 370, The City, 3 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 375, Quantitative Techniques in Geography, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 395, Advanced Regional Geography: Topics, 1 course. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 422, Directed Studies, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 492, Internship, 59 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

GEOG 495, Senior Seminar, 10 courses. 3.00 credit hours.
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GEOG 513, Professional Renewal, 1 course. 1.00 credit hours.

MIND 295, Global Systems, 2 courses. 3.00 credit hours.

Directed Student Learning

Undergraduate Honors Thesis. (May 2017 - Present).
Advised: Laya Buchanan

Undergraduate Honors Thesis. (May 2017).
Advised: William McShane

SERVICE

University Service

Committee Member, Liberal Arts Council. (September 2015 - Present).

Committee Member, Life of the Mind. (2015 - Present).

Program Coordinator, Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity. (2011 - Present).

Committee Member, Codification Committee. (2013 - 2014).

University Senate Service. (2010 - 2013).

Judge, Works Progress Symposium. (2002 - 2007).

Proxy member, Faculty Senate and Welfare Committee. (2006).

Member, Institutional Review Board. (2002 - 2006).

College Service

Committee Member, Search Committee for HSS Dean. (2014).

Task Force Member, HSS Governance Task Force. (2012 - 2013).

Committee Member, HSS Budget and Planning Committee. (2006 - 2009).

Committee Member, Faculty search committee for position #20161. (2006 - 2007).

Department Service

Supervisor, Intern program, Geography. (2002 - 2007).

Professional Service

Referee, Professional Geographer. (2013).

Referee, Urban History Review. (2012).

Referee, Journal of Transport Geography. (2010).

Referee, Urban Affairs Review. (2010).
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Referee, Urban Affairs Review. (2008).

Co-chair, panel session on the Freeway Revolt, Association of American Geographers, San
Francisco, California. (April 2007).

Referee, Great Plains Research. (2006).

Consulting

Government, City of Greeley. (September 2016 - December 2016).

Community Indicators Report, City of Greeley, Greeley, Colorado. (2007).

AWARDS AND HONORS

Other

Excellence in Social Science Research and Scholarly Activities, School of Social Sciences,
University of Northern Colorado. (April 2007).

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Association of University Professionals. (2006 - Present).

Association of American Geographers. (1997 - Present).

Urban Affairs Association. (2005 - 2006).


