Early Population Growth Activity: 1880 to 1900 
[bookmark: _gyat9vjhqvqr]Open Late 19th Century Growth: Activity PE-3. The Major Mountain Ranges, Major Rivers, and Current County Boundaries layers are visible.  Most of Colorado’s counties did not have these boundaries before 1900. (The current county lines are shown to make it easier for you to locate places.)

	Step 1
	Your Task

	Check ON the Regions layer 

[bookmark: _tp58fgblekp2]
[bookmark: _1682hscny7cr]
[bookmark: _y83hrcgmfo34]
[bookmark: _ywvgijxnjr7v]
[bookmark: _5ow5vuxr1bbx]
Check ON the City Pop. 1880 layer
	Population from 1880 to 1890

What economic activity was important in the Colorado’s Mountains region between 1880 and 1890?



Other than the Mountains region, in which other region were most of the larger towns in Colorado at this time?





	Step 2
	Your Task

	[bookmark: _13r5w0c712un]Check OFF the Major Mountain Ranges and Major Rivers layers. Only the Current County Boundaries, Regions, and City Pop. 1880 layers should be showing now
[bookmark: _ur7kxecqq7ri]
[bookmark: _obh4f198h5pu]Check ON the City Pop. 1890 layer
[bookmark: _hdg2azz7ks75]
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Turn the City Pop. 1890 off and on several times to get a feel for the changes that occurred in Colorado’s population from 1880 to 1890



	
[bookmark: _9ewmm6gvwl8u]Compare the pattern and size of towns in 1880 (yellow) and 1890 (blue). From the map symbols, how can you tell which towns grew in population between 1880 and 1890?
[bookmark: _jrho9kik42wo]
[bookmark: _g7fucx6xwdld]
[bookmark: _g0diwe1md9ii]
[bookmark: _b37p27p99kvl]
[bookmark: _gym1tetvingo]What was the state’s largest community in 1890?
[bookmark: _xrcntt4d7uxw][bookmark: _szskwd3ty3oo]
[bookmark: _b7qa8w601kp0]
[bookmark: _n6k22hj8n5nz]What was its population? _____________ people

	Step 3
	Your Task

	Find the town that you live in currently. You may need to zoom out if you are currently zoomed in


	Did your town have a population in 1890? If so, list it below: 




	Step 4
	Your Task

	
	For each region, write one or two sentences to describe how the population changed between 1880 and 1890. An example is given to get you started: 


	Region
	Population Growth between 1880 and 1890

	Western Plateaus & Valleys
	About 10 new towns were established in this region. Most of these towns had a population of less than 2,500. 

	Mountains
	




	San Luis Valley Area
	




	Front Range
	




	Eastern Plains
	






	Step 5
	Your Task

	Zoom out to see the whole state of Colorado
	Which map layer would you add to see if there was more growth in the mining areas during this decade (1880 to 1890)? 


Check ON this layer and describe what you notice: 






	Step 6
	Your Task

	Check OFF all the layers except Current County Boundaries and City Pop. 1890 layers

Check ON the City Pop. 1900 layer. Turn this layer off and on several times to get a feel for the city/town population changes from 1890 to 1900





Find Denver. Click in the exact center of the city and read the table to see how its population grew from 1890 to 1900
	Population from 1890 to 1900

Which statement best describes the population changes between 1890 and 1900? 

__ Population decreased dramatically in most towns/cities

__ Population increased dramatically in most towns/cities

__Population grew at a modest level in most places, with a few areas of the Front Range growing dramatically



Denver’s population in 1900 was __________________












	Step 7
	Your Task

	Check ON the Regions layer 



Zoom in to towns and click on them to see their names. Scroll along the table to find exact population figures for 1890 and 1900 for at least one town in each region that changed a lot
	For each Colorado region, describe whether it had a lot of growth or very little growth between 1890 and 1900. Be as specific as possible:

	Region
	Population Growth between 1890 and 1900

	Western Plateaus & Valleys
	There was little change in most of the towns. About five towns grew a lot. Grand Junction grew the most, from 2,030 in 1890 to 3,503 in 1900.

	Mountains
	




	San Luis Valley Area
	




	Front Range
	




	Eastern Plains
	







In general, how was Colorado’s population change between 1890 and 1900 different from the previous decade (1880 to 1890)? 


[bookmark: _GoBack]




3

