Colorado’s Mining Regions and Population Changes

Main Learning Objectives

In the first activity, students will learn where Colorado’s mining region is located.  In the second activity, students will learn how the population in Colorado’s mining towns changed over time. They can work in a small group to research population data for one mining town at three different time periods and then compare the data they find with the data from another group’s town to look for patterns. In the third activity, students will consider how mining affected the growth of supply towns in Colorado.

Essential Concepts

By comparing the male and female populations over time, children will discover that at first, most of the people in a mining camp were single men or married men who left their wives and children at home. After a while, women and children arrived in mining towns. Students should realize that women did not mine but had other jobs in a mining town.  Students will also discover that the population of mining towns increased dramatically and then decreased quickly after the boom. By looking at population data for a supply town, students should understand that mining affected the growth of our state beyond the mining region. Without the railroad, the mining towns had to be supplied by packhorses and small wagons that were loaded in the much needed supply towns.


Some valuable websites on Colorado’s mining history include:

http://hewit.unco.edu/dohist/mining/themes.htm  (good starting point)

http://www.coloradohistory.org/ 

http://www.georgetowncolorado.com/history.htm  (history of Georgetown)

http://www.aspenhistory.org/   (history of Aspen)

http://www.cliffshade.com/colorado/geo_overview.htm  (detailed overview of Colorado’s geology)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado_Mineral_Belt  (brief discussion of mineral belt)

http://www.visitcripplecreek.com/heritage  (brief history of Cripple Creek)

Note to Teachers

 
In the second activity, have students work in small groups (3-5) to research population data for a particular mining town (for example:  Leadville, Telluride, Georgetown, etc.). It may be helpful to model how to complete the matrix and questions with another town before having the students work in their groups. After each group has completed the matrix and questions for their town, allow groups to share their data to look for any similarities and differences. A whole class discussion of their findings would then be beneficial.  

Worksheet MP-1





Name:________________

Open Activity One:  Colorado’s Mining Region  (this web map is for Activities MP-1, 2, 3 )
1.  The map below shows the mountainous region in Colorado, Colorado’s mineral belt, and the trails in Colorado before the gold rush. On this map, predict (draw in) where you think some of Colorado’s first mining camps may have been.
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Why do you predict this location(s)?  

Colorado’s first mining camps were located in the mineral belt region close to the trails.  Access would have been very important.  Hiking into/over the mountains without trails would have been very difficult.

2. Use the Layer List button [image: image2.png]


 to CHECK ON the Gold Rush Trails layer. This information should help you to make a better prediction. Predict (draw in) again where you think Colorado’s early mining camps were.
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Why do you predict this location(s)?  

Adding the Gold Rush Trails should help students “fine tune” their predictions (which may have been fairly close on the first map).  

This is the end of Activity 1.

Worksheet MP-2




Name __________________

Open Activity Two:  Researching the Population of a Colorado Mining County (this web map is for Activities MP-1, 2, 3 )

You will need to assign a county to each group. The best counties to assign are probably the ones with the least amount of change in their boundaries.  Remember that from 1876 to 1910 there were a lot of changes in county boundaries.  Some of the BETTER counties to choose (at least in terms of few boundary changes) include: Gilpin, Boulder, Clear Creek, Gilpin, Chaffee, Ouray, and Park.  The counties with significant boundary changes can also be used—and some of these are pretty interesting.  For example, the split of Lake County into numerous other counties was very much a result of mining development in places like Aspen (with is now in Pitkin County).

1.  Use the Layer List button [image: image4.png]


 to CHECK ON only the following layers: 1880 Counties, and Mining Camps and Ghost towns.  CHECK OFF any other layers. An EXAMPLE is provided below:

a.  Name of County assigned by your teacher:  example, CLEAR CREEK
Find your county on the map. You can click on each county to get a popup window of its name—but make sure you don’t accidently click on a mining camp. Use the zoom in/out tools to zoom in a bit closer to your county. 

b.  By clicking PRECISELY on each Mining Camps/Ghost town find 3 mining camps/ghost towns in your assigned county (note that some counties may not have 3 or more.). This layer combines mining camps and ghost towns into one layer.  Most (but not all) ghost towns in Colorado started out as mining camps.
examples: Georgetown

Empire

Idaho Springs

Then fill out the chart below for 1880. You’ll have to click in the county to bring up its popup box. Then CHECK OFF the 1880 Counties layer and CHECK ON the 1900 Counties layer and fill out the chart for 1900.  Do the same for the 1930 Counties
Your teacher will help you do the math on determining Male percent and female percent.
Population Data for _____Clear Creek________________ 

(County Name)

Example on determining Male percent in 1880: (5,053 / 7,823) x 100 = 64.6%

	
	County Name
	Total Population


	Male  Population

Male Percent

	Female Population 

Female Percent
	Male & Female Population Difference 

	1880


	Clear Creek
	7823


	5053

64.6%
	2770

35.4%
	2283

	1900


	Clear Creek
	7082
	4037

57%
	3045

43%
	992

	1930


	Clear Creek
	2155
	1128

52.3%
	1027

47.7%
	101


2.   
a.  During which time period was the total population the smallest?   


In this example: 1930. Many mining based counties lost population by 1930. But it depends.
b.  Why do you think the population was the smallest at that time?  
A number of counties will show this. Mountain areas dependent on mining frequently experienced “boom-bust” cycles. The late 1920s was a bust period for many mountain communities.  Likewise, some counties experienced considerable population decline or stagnation from in the mid 1890s (because of the silver bust).

3.  
a.  During which time period was the total population the greatest?  1880(s).  
b.  Why do you think the population was the greatest at that time?  

Mining must have been good in the late 1870s and 1880s.  Indeed this was the case for places like Georgetown (in Clear Creek County) that really benefited from the silver boom of the 1880s.

4. During which time period was the difference between the number of men and women the greatest?
1880s
5.  Did the percentages of male to female change? Yes     If so, why do you think the county would have changed?   The percentages of female steadily increased (you’ll find this in most mining counties).  There are numerous potential explanations on why women tended not to make up a large percentage of early miners, such as: the traditional role of women in the home at that time or the lack of women’s rights (such as suffrage).  But there were always exceptions (have your kids read about Molly Brown-- https://prezi.com/gd0rckx5l_ru/time-line-of-molly-brown/    This is a good question for discussion—and also a good place to dispel some stereotypes your students might have (like women weren’t strong enough, or didn’t want to get dirty)!

6.   Compare your county’s data with the data from a group that researched another county and fill in the chart for that town below.  

Population Data for ______Chaffee____________ (other group’s town) 

(County Name)
	
	County Name
	Total Population

(T_Pop)
	Male  Population

Male Percent
	Female Population 

Female Percent
	Male & Female Population Difference 

	1880


	Chaffee
	6512
	4893

75.1%
	1619

24.9%
	3274

	1900


	Chaffee
	7085
	4039

57%
	3046

43%
	993

	1930


	Chaffee
	8126
	4363

53.7%
	3763

46.3%
	600


7.  What information on this chart is similar to the data you collected on your town?  

Varies with example.  On this key the increase in % of female from 1880 to 1930 is the similar for both Chaffee and Clear Creek counties.

8.  What information is on this chart is different from the data on your county? 

Varies with example.  Total population numbers are different between Clear Creek and Chaffee counties.  Whereas there was a decrease in total population from 1880-1930 in Clear Creek; in Chaffee county there was an increase from 1880-1930.  Why?  Hard to say without further research.  However, it is likely that there were more job opportunities in Chaffee County.  Perhaps, a successful ranching industry helped to offset some of the job loss from mining.
9.   What did you learn about population changes in Colorado mining areas between 1880 and 1930? 

Varies with example.  However, try to steer students to a discussion that many areas lost population!
10.  What do you think caused these changes in population?   

Varies with example.  Guide students to think about both internal and external factors in affecting population numbers in Colorado’s mining areas.  Internal factors could have been an over dependence on mining, and when the mines went dry (couldn’t get enough gold/silver anymore) there was no other work, so people left.  External factors could include discussion of changing commodity prices.  A great example of this is the Silver Panic of 1893.  You can read about this complex event at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_silver  and http://ellensplace.net/hcg_fac8.html . This event pulled the country into a depression.  
11.  
a.  If you could choose a year to have lived in a Colorado Mining Camp, which year would you choose? Varies with example. 

b.  Why would you choose that year?   Varies with example. 
This is the end of Activity 2.

Worksheet MP-3






Name: ____________

Open Activity Three:  Population Changes in a Colorado Supply Town
(this web map is for Activities MP-1, 2, 3 )
1.  Use the Layer List button [image: image5.png]


 to CHECK ON only the following layers: City Pop.1900, 1895 Railroad, Major Mountain Ranges, and Mining Camps and Ghost towns. CHECK OFF all other layers. While there are lots of potential towns that provide some “supply town” function to other communities in the mountains, the best examples are probably places like Colorado Springs, Denver, Pueblo, and other large cities. Smaller towns like Glenwood Springs or Salida also probably played an important “supply town” role.

Click on some of the cities (red symbols) that you think might have provided a “supply town” function for a mining camp. Find a Colorado Supply Town (for example, Pueblo) and fill in the information below.  Remember—students have click “precisely” on the red symbol”.
EXAMPLE

Supply Town Colorado Springs
Population in 1900 21,085
Population in 1910  29,078
Population Difference + 7,993

2.  Why do you think the population changed? Varies—some will decrease and some will increase. A first guess would have been that more people were moving to the mountains and needed more supplies, thus more business and industry in Colorado Springs. In the case of Colorado Springs this could be partially true.  Cripple Creek was a latecomer to the mining boom. But, of course, these cities would have also been developing businesses and for farmers on the Plains. Plus, when mining towns diminished or decreased in population it was common for the displaced miners to first move to nearby supply towns/cities.

3.  What kinds of supplies do you think were needed in the Mining Camps?   
Varies.  Picks, shovels, pans, warm cloths, mining equipment—the list goes on!

4.  
a.  How do you think a Supply Town looked in 1900 or 1910? 


Supply towns would have been more diverse as time went on.  Railroads would have brought people and goods from all over.  

b.  What types of people and businesses do you think you would have found there?   

Laundry shops, Hardware stores, food/grocery stores, Blacksmith shops, hotels, saloons, many others.  Check the following website: http://hewit.unco.edu/dohist/colocity/themes.htm
5.  Why do you think this Supply Town was located where it was?   

Most were located on the Railroads or crossroads of two or more railroads.  Yet, the towns would have needed to be fairly close to the mining communities; maybe a day or two walk or horse trip.  

6.  Find a Mining Camp/Ghost Town in the mountains that you are interested in.  Now find its “Supply Town”.  

a.  What is the name of the Mining Camp? Varies.  Example: Cripple Creek.
Use the measurement [image: image6.png]


 button and its  [image: image7.png]


tool to determine the distance from your Supply Town to the Mining Camp.  Click this button once on the Supply Town and then once on the Mining Camp.  Then read the “Measurement Result”.  When done close the Measurement popup box. To get an accurate measure you might also consider using the Zoom In/out tools. 

b.  What is the distance between the Mining Camp and the Supply Town?    Colo. Springs to Cripple Creek is about 20 miles

7.  How do you think supplies were transported from this Supply Town to this Mining Camp?

At first by foot or pack train (horse/mule) later by wagon, and finally by rail.

8.  How long do you think the trip took?  Varies.  By horse a long day.

9.  Would you rather have lived in a Supply Town or a Mining Camp?  Give an explanation for which place (a supply town or a mining camp) you would rather live in? Varies.  Some students probably think they would have liked to live in the mining camps—more action, get rich (although most never did!), be in the mountains.  Others would probably prefer the supply towns—more services and goods available, easier lifestyle.  

This is the end of Activity 3

Wide range of possibilities, but generally the locations in the mineral belt but relatively close to trails would be best.








