
 
 

Graduate Council Minutes 
Remote - Zoom 

Thursday, April 30 2020 
3:00 - 5:00 P.M. 

 
Present: Michael Cohen, Silvia Correa-Torres, Galen Darrough, Kathleen Dunemn, Amy Graefe, Robyn Hess, Katie Kage, 
Andreas Mueller, , Lu Tian, Isaac Wanasika, Melissa Weinrich, , Zvi Murry, Bomin Paek, Annie Epperson, Cindy Wesley, 
Mary Evans, Chair, Kirsten Ranalli, recording secretary 
Absent: Rick Adams, Philipp Schaberl, Jay Schaffer, Brittney Morgan 
 
Name established a quorum and called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m.     
I. Approval of Agenda 

Mary Evans called for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Robyn Hess motioned to approve the 
agenda and Kathleen Dunemn seconded.   
 

II. Review and Approval of  Minutes:  February 20, 2020 
After review of the February 20, 2020 minutes, Mary Evans called for a motion to approve.  Motion to approve 
by Kathleen Dunemn and seconded by Sylvia Correa-Torres.   
 

III. Announcements/Updates 
A. Interim Dean’s remarks – Cindy Wesley 

• Kirsten Ranalli is taking on the new role of Business Operations Manager for Enrollment Management, 
Graduate School and Office of Research and Sponsored Programs.  Cindy Wesley will take over the role 
of Graduate Council recording secretary for next year. 

• Jeri-Anne Lyons hired as AVP for Research and Graduate Dean and will be starting in July.  Her emphasis 
will be on the research end for the first year.  Jeri-Anne sees research and graduate programs as 
integrated and wants to be an advocate for graduate students and faculty. 

• In early March Cindy held meetings with graduate faculty and graduate student to discuss graduate 
student success.  She received some good feedback and would like to continue into the fall with 
collecting more feedback.   

• Planning for New Graduate Student Orientation and Graduate Teaching Assistant training.  Both will be 
online this fall.  There will be a separate orientation for Extended Campus and On Campus students.  For 
Extended Campus there will be a panel of students who are doing programs in EC.  If you have a student 
that would be good for the panel let Cindy know.  Materials will be posted ahead of time for students. 
On August 18 there will be panel for on new on campus graduate students.  Current graduate students 
from GSA will share their experience.  Also, there will be time with the Graduate School staff for 
questions and answers.  The Resource Fair is missing from NGSO this year.  We are hoping that when we 
are back on campus we can hold a resource fair for all graduate students. 

• Graduate Teaching Assistant training will all be online with resources that students will be required to 
access.  First year TA’s will have a required session on how to teach in Canvas.  There will be a bank of 
videos about pedagogy for students to watch.  For programs with TA’s Cindy will be reaching out to each 
program to find out when their program orientation is being held. 

• Daily enrollment report based on registration, on the graduate side we are running 200 students ahead 
for summer and 150 ahead for fall semester.  Keep up the great work! 

 



B. Chair Remarks – Mary Evans 
• Dr. Jeri-Anne Lyons accepted her offer for AVP for Research and Graduate School Dean.  Meet and greet 

with new dean maybe virtual when she starts or in person once we return to campus. 
• Elections for next year 

o Chair of Graduate Council:  Kathleen Dunemn self nominated 
 10 members voted yes 

o Chair of Program Review:  Mary Evans self nominated 
o Chair of Standards Committee: Michael Cohen self nominated 
o Vice Chair of Program Review: Robyn Hess self nominated 
o Vice Chair of Standards Committee: Amy Graefe self nominated 
o New Appointments to Graduate Council – Andreas Mueller reappointed to Graduate Council 

HSS 
• Thank you everyone for your service and Mary serving as Graduate Council Chair. Cindy will email 

certificates for your service this year.  
 
IV. Standing Committee Reports 

A. Faculty Senate/APC – Mary Evans 
• The president and provost have been sending out mass emails with updates.  For graduate education we 

were told to prep for all courses online in the fall.  They are still working out details and we should know 
by July.  Please tell Graduate Program Coordinators, enrollment might dip in the fall.  Reach out to your 
students and encourage them to register for courses now.  Let students know how program will deal 
with classes with fall.  Might want to wait until June 1 to see what the University decision is for UNC. 

• No Raise this year due to budget situation.  
B. Standards Committee – Galen Darrough 

• The committee completed evaluations in a timely manner, thank you to committee.  Six to review this 
time around.  

• DRE workshop is now online.  It is on the Graduate School website. 
• Mary Evans called for a motion to approve the report.  Silvia Correa-Torres motioned to approve , 

seconded by Michael Cohen. 
C. GSA – Saleh and Bomin 

• GSA Grant cycle closes on May 15.  The money will be for non-travel related conferences or research.   
• GSA is seeking current graduate students to participate in panel for orientation.  
• Seeking two applicants for GSA positions for next year.  Interested students please let David know. 
• Zvi and David talking about how to put information on CV with events canceled.  Added information to 

GSA website.  
D. Library – Annie Epperson 

• Library is here to help.  There are lots of online resources.  There was discussion if we should catalog 
online resources being opened by publishers.  Decided not to catalog.  These resources should be 
available on Google Scholar for free with ease.  If you have questions or do need something cataloged 
and Google Scholar is not the best path then please contact your resource librarian. 

• Teaching online in fall please research out to library for assistance.   
• Is there a dissertation workshop being offered this summer?  The one in March was online and well 

attended. Plan to do that again over the summer.  Annie will find out the dates and share with everyone.  
 

V. Adjournment 
Adjourned at 3:33 p.m. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 

Kirsten Ranalli, Recording Secretary 


