
 
SPRING 2021 WEBINAR SERIES 

An ASL interpreter will be present on-screen during all webinars. Completion certificates will be 
provided upon request. Contact CETL@unco.edu with any questions. 

 
Introduction to Universal Design for Learning: How We Embraced UDL in Our 
Classrooms 
Led by Dr. Ryan Darling, Kelly Langley-Cook, and Dr. Erin Moser 
January 26, 9:30 - 10:45 am 

Join three UNC faculty for a discussion of how Universal Design for Learning (UDL) improved 
their teaching and created a more engaging classroom for all students. Panelists will discuss 
their own experiences teaching before and after embracing UDL. Participants will join smaller 
breakout sessions for a more in-depth presentation based on their personal experience and 
readiness for incorporating UDL into their teaching practice. 

Going Beyond Student Evaluations: Demonstrating Evidence of Student Learning  
Led by Dr. Lyda McCartin 
January 27, 10:00 - 11:00 am 

While student evaluations of teaching have served as the primary source of data for teaching 
effectiveness, demonstrating teaching effectiveness can go far beyond end-of-semester 
evaluations. But what data can show teaching effectiveness and student learning? How do we 
effectively communicate our pedagogical efforts and successes to others? This webinar will 
discuss research on traditional teaching evaluations and consider alternative ways to provide 
evidence of your teaching and student learning. 

An Introduction to Culturally Relevant Pedagogy 
Led by Dr. LD Ortis 
February 3, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

This webinar will introduce participants to how the implementation of a more inclusive, 
student-centered pedagogical approach can transform learning and promote more equitable 
educational outcomes through the creation of identity affirming learning environments. Dr. LD 
Ortis will discuss the theoretical framework of Culturally Relevant Pedagogy (CRP) and engage 
participants in a discussion of using the CRP framework in practice. 

Virtual Advising: Perspectives from UNC Faculty Advisors 
Led by Dr. Chelsie Romulo, Dr. Melissa Weinrich, and Dr. Tara Wood 
February 4, 12:30 - 1:15 pm and March 1, 2:30 - 3:15 pm 
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Join UNC faculty advisors from across campus for a discussion of best practices for successful 
virtual advising. Panelists will discuss their advising approaches, share strategies for engaging 
students, and engage in Q&A with participants. 

Build a Classroom for Me: Learning Experiences of UNC Students with 
Disabilities 
Led by UNC Students 
February 16, 9:30 - 10:45 am 

UNC students enter our classrooms with both visible and non-visible disabilities; it’s important 
that instructors understand how the classroom environment we create impacts our students 
with disabilities both negatively and positively. Join this panel led by UNC students from the 
Disability Resource Center to learn about their experiences in the classroom. This is a great 
opportunity to discuss teaching and learning with students! 

Program Assessment: Planning for Data Collection & Analysis 
Led by Dr. Lyda McCartin 
February 23, 10:00 am - 11:15 am 

In this workshop participants will discuss making data collection efficient and developing 
sustainable data collection and analysis plans for their programs. 

Reflective and Reflexive Teaching Practice 
Led by Dr. Molly Jameson 
February 24, 10:00 - 11:00 am 

In this webinar Dr. Molly Jameson will discuss the importance of being both a reflective and a 
reflexive practitioner in order to be an effective teacher. Dr. Jameson will demonstrate 
reflective and reflexive practice using examples from her own classroom. She will share her 
journey from novice to expert teacher including challenges and successes along the way. 
Participants will engage in self-reflection of their teaching since the start of spring semester and 
engage in discussion with peers about incorporating reflection into their work.  

Teaching with Open Educational Resources: Perspectives from UNC Faculty  
Led by Deborah Agar, Dr. Margaret Berg, Jeffrey Gilis, Dr. David Greene, Dr. Heeseung Lee, and 
Dr. Jittapim Yamprai 
March 2, 9:30 - 10:30 am 

Join UNC faculty OER grantees from a variety of disciplines as they share their experiences 
making the change to using open educational resources. Panelists will share their motivation to 
incorporate OER, how their pedagogical approaches changed, and challenges and successes 
along the way.  

Open Textbook Review Workshop 
Led by Dr. Emily Ragan, Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry and 
OER Coordinator at Metropolitan State University of Denver 
March 2, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Dr. Emily Ragan, winner of the Colorado 2020 Outstanding Z Professor Award, will introduce 
participants to the textbook affordability crisis, open licensing options that support open 
textbooks and other open educational resources, and advantages of open resources.  After the 



 
 
workshop, participants will have an opportunity to write a short review of an open textbook, 
which will benefit other faculty considering open textbooks. If selected to write a review, you 
will receive a $200 stipend. 

Better is Better than Cheaper: Better Arguments for Open Educational Resources 
Led by Dr. Oscar Levin 
March 4, 9:30 - 10:30 am 

Much of the motivation for the use of Open Educational Resources (OER) is based in an attempt 
to save students money. While this is certainly the case, a more convincing argument to get 
instructors to discard their traditional textbooks is that OER offers pedagogical benefits beyond 
pricing. In this talk we will consider some ways in which OER can be of higher quality than 
commercial course materials, drawing from lessons learned in writing textbooks and other ways 
UNC’s School of Mathematical Sciences has made the use of OER a priority. 

Open Pedagogy, Social Justice, and the Practical Path to Commons-Oriented 
Learning 
Led by Dr. Robin DeRosa, Director of the Open Learning & Teaching Collaborative at Plymouth 
State University 
March 4, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

Dr. Robin DeRosa will explore how Open Educational Resources (OER) can be a part of an 
approach to teaching that focuses on student agency, connected learning, and structural 
equity. By highlighting how commons-oriented approaches to knowledge-sharing can transform 
pedagogy, Robin will offer a vision for higher education that maximizes academic freedom 
while it engenders collaboration, opens access to higher education, and engages learners in 
exciting and vibrant ways. 

Overcoming Barriers to Universal Design for Learning with Easy2Support 
Strategies for Success 
Led by Dr. Ryan Darling, Kelly Langley-Cook, Dr. Erin Moser, and Becky Smith 
March 9, 9:30 - 10:45 am 

In this webinar participants will learn about the theory behind Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL) and recognize the seven steps of UDL. After reflecting on personal concerns about 
building a course with UDL and professional barriers to UDL, participants will learn about quick 
strategies that they can implement to begin working towards a course based in the principles of 
UDL. 

Advising with the new LAC 
Led by Hayley Blackburn and Dr. Tara Wood 
March 9, 11:30 am – 12:15 pm and May 5, 10:30 – 11:15 am 

Join Hayley Blackburn and Dr. Tara Wood for a discussion of the new LAC changes and impacts 
on faculty advising. There will be a brief presentation followed by a Q&A to answer your LAC 
advising questions.  

  



 
 

Critical-Inclusive Student Learning Assessment 
Led by Professor Rachel Dineen and Dr. Lyda McCartin 
March 10, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

This webinar is focused on the development of a critical-inclusive assessment practice to assess 
student learning. The presenters will discuss their approach to inclusive assessment based on 
Saran Stewart’s Critical-Inclusive Pedagogical Framework (CIPF), which emphasizes sharing 
power with students, activating student voice, and engaging in dialogue with students. 
Participants will be introduced to the CIPF and learn how the presenters use the Framework to 
guide their own practice. Through discussion participants will gain a better understanding of 
how critical ideals can inform classroom assessment and allow for more flexible and responsive 
teaching. 

Program Assessment: Closing the Assessment Loop: Sharing Results and Taking 
Action 
Led by Dr. Lyda McCartin 
March 23, 10:00 - 11:15 am 

Much of the conversation around assessment is about measurement and data collection and 
less about conversations among faculty about that data. In this workshop participants will 
discuss "closing the loop" in which faculty spend time interpreting assessment data in order to 
determine areas for celebration and improvement. Participants will learn how to develop a 
program improvement plan and a data reporting plan to share data with stakeholders. 

Peer Observation of Teaching 
Led by Professor Rachel Dineen and Dr. Lyda McCartin 
March 31, 10:00 - 11:00 am 

Through observation of courses and review of course material, peers can provide valuable 
insight about our teaching practice. In this webinar two UNC faculty will share their experiences 
with peer observation at the individual, department, and college level. Participants will engage 
in small and large group discussions to determine how to incorporate peer observation into 
their work. 

Supporting Student Success with an Equity-Minded Syllabus 
Led by STEM Inclusive Excellence Collective Faculty 
April 7, 11:00 am - 12:30 pm 

 The syllabus is often the first point of contact that our students have with us and our course. In 
this hands-on workshop, you will be taken through a step-by-step process that will allow you to 
reconsider your syllabus as a tool to support equity and inclusion. You will leave the workshop 
with an equity-minded syllabus that promotes student motivation and academic success. 


