by Dave Carier

Rising stately above the
conf askon of passing
students atl- the University
Center stands a proad, but
obscure masoot of the
school, Totem Teddy

Teddy & the tolem pale
im the UC, and his rich
brown and blue cost
camouflage the scars of his
near fatal experiences

Exacily when Teddy
came fo UNC from Alaska
remains @ mystery, He was

given o the school by an
alumnius between 1208 and
1921, depending on which
Teddy expert is correct,

In his early davs here,
Teddy stood wigll at the
norlhwest CoTmer of
Cranford Hall, the original
huilding on campus.

A% the vears passed,
Teddy became accepted as a
mascot and was frequently
amaulied by the school's
rivals, Colerado Aggies (i
Fari Colling) and Colorado
Schoal of Mines

“He was tarred - and
feathered once, ™ recalled
Harold M. Browmning,
assistant building . and
gounds  manager, who
remembers Totein Teddy
since coming o UNC in
|33,

Dr. William Ross, former
president of UNC, =mid be
remembered once when
students brought o winch or
hoist from Fori  Collins,
pulled Teddy from the top

of his tolem pole, and
hauled him away,
Chuckling, Hos wdded,

*They pol scared and called
us in @ couple of dayvs to
oo over and get i,

Mother Mature also had
her prudpges against Teddy,
according L] Kok,
Woodpockers caused heavy
damage in 1942 Hoss said,
and termutes aiso plched in
o help mavage the [olem
peerle.

The stoul massol refused
1o surrender, bul was moved
I @ néw localion belween
Gray Hall and Gunter
Cymmnasium The noar fatal
incilents occurred here, He
was 20 ablare once, bui
survived, only to face worse
vandsksm

One mght, whie being
awed in halfl by a rival
sthoal, Teddy fell to the
ground, and  broke inlo
several pieces, This proved
o much for even the
rugged  bear, and he humbly
retired to the physical plant
huilding,

Teddy disappeared
completely from the college
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Atter awful life, Totem Teddy lives on

scene, except [Or o concrete
likeness that was made and
placed in the library reading
rosomy. For @ while 18 seemed
he might mever return,

But, I 1962 stikdents
didn’t have any petitions 1o
impeach the President or
gop a war, =0 they drew up
A petition to bring  back
Totem Teddy. Teddy mus
have besn popular, becauss
1,252 signalures were on
that petition.

“It took alod of work,”™
said Browning, who helped
nurse Teddy back 1o healih.
“The ears and nose were
prefly badly damaged.”

According to Browning.
most of the repairs were
made with puity, and care
was taken to match the

paint with Teddy's original
e,

Meanwhile, confroversy
arose a5 o where Totem
Teddy should be placed
when repaired, Gumber,
Carter: and Cranford Halls
were all conzidered {or the
honor, but Dr. Ross, ihen
president of the wniversity,
picked a better location.

“When the mew
University Center was being
buile I-asked the architects
Lo Buikld one area two Sarics

high for Totem Teddy,™
Roaz sid,

Hiz wishes were carried
out, aml today Totem
Teddy seems very much at
hermnee in his present

sumronndings



