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Origin
Hurd and Houghton Publishing

The publishing firm was founded on March 1,1864, by Henry 

Houghton and Melancthon Hurd.

'Houghton began an apprenticeship with the owner of the 

Free Press at Burlington, H. Stacy, at the age of thirteen. 
Houghton worked under Stacy as a compositor until he 

was nineteen. Once he had graduated from the University 

of Vermont, Houghton returned to the printing trade.



Setting a Higher Standard

Houghton poured over types of font, ink, paper, and 
formatting. Very early on in his career, he decided that he 

would not stand for lackluster materials and cheaply made 
final products.

Houghton had a saying that in 1880 became the motto of 
Cambridge: Riverside Press.

"Do it well or not at all."



The Collection

Nicholas Nickleby

The Globe series consisted 

contained all of Charles Dickens' 

novels. They were printed by Hurd 

and Houghton in 1872. This 

presentation will examine one of the 
books from that collection. The 

green cover of this book is in 

moderate condition. Throughout the 

book, the main problems appear to 

be water damage and spinal 
integrity. The high standards set by 

Houghton are evident in the sharp 

text and clean formatting.



Illustrations
THE COLLECTION CONTAINS 
ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE DESIGNS OF 
DARLEY AND GILBERT. THE SHARPNESS 
OF THE IMAGES SUGGESTS THAT THE 
WOODCUT USED WAS LIKELY EITHER 
NEW OR EXTREMELY WELL 
MAINTAINED. THE QUALITY OF THE 
IMAGES IS MARRED ONLY BY THE 
YELLOWING OF THE PAGES AND THE 
OCCASIONAL SPOT OF WATER 
DAMAGE.



Formatting

The images are crooked slightly only 

due to photographer error. The order 

and balance of the page reflect the 

standards of artistry set by Houghton.



MARGINALIA LEFT 
BY THE 

ORIGINAL OWNER



MARGINALIA LEFT BY THE 
ORIGINAL OWNER

 The entirety of this collection has 

the original owner's name written in ink 

inside the cover. The photos to the right 

are from Nicholas Nickleby. The original 

owner's name is Lannes Mcphetridge. In 
this book, he appears to have used his 

wife's maiden name, Sweet. The 

Sweet's family had a higher social 

standing than the Mcphetridge's. Below 

that, he's written an abbreviated form of 
"Fort Wayne", where Lannes is known to 

have lived.



MARGINALIA LEFT BY THE 
ORIGINAL OWNER

 On oage 223 of first volume of 
Nicholas Nickleeby, A paragraph 
was singled out, this time in pencil, 
not ink. The passage reads,

 "Dreams are the bright creatures of 

poem and legend, who sport on 
earth in the night season, and melt 

away in the first beam of the sun, 

which lights grim care and stern 

reality on their daily pilgrimage 

through the world.
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