
 

 

Fall 2023 Admissions Report 
New Undergraduates First-Time and Transfer  

Overview 

The total number of new incoming undergraduate students increased as compared to the previous year for the first-time since 2016 (see Figure 4). This overall increase of 2.9% in 

new student enrollment (Table 1) can be attributed to an increase in CO resident first-time, first-year students (Table 3). The number of new transfer students matched last year’s 

enrollment of 535 students with a notable 9.7% increase in traditional, full-time enrollment of transfer students (Table 1). Amongst new transfer students, the number of non-

resident citizen, non-resident non-citizen, and WUE transfer students each increased. For the second consecutive year the number of transfer applications decreased however the 

impact on enrollment was minimized with a notable increase in transfer yield percentage (54.1% as compared to 50.9 percent, see table 2). First-time first-year student applications 

and admits each saw an 11% increase respectively (Table 2) resulting in a 1.0% decline in yield of new first-time, first-year students.  

Fall 2023 marked the implementation of UNC’s first-of-its-king Colorado First-Year Guaranteed Admissions Program providing a pathway to direct and expedited admission for a majority of resident applicants. More information about our first-year guarantee can 

be found at www.unco.edu/apply/co-first-year-guarantee 

This report summarizes Fall 2023 new student enrollment of First-Time First-Year (FTF) and Transfer (TRN) students. As classified by the state of Colorado, first-year students are any student who has not enrolled in any postsecondary coursework after the 

completion of their time in high school whereas a transfer student refers to any student entering University of Northern Colorado (UNC) for the first time known to have previously attended a postsecondary institution at the same level (e.g. undergraduate) after 

high school graduation (or passing an equivalency exam). The student may transfer with or without credit.    

Destination UNC Admitted Student Events:  

These exclusive on-campus events hosted throughout 

Spring semester had a significant and positive impact 

on new student enrollment. Across three events we 

welcomed 1,190 attendees and 690 students. Of the 

students who attended an event, 71.9% enrolled. Addi-

tionally, 28.8% of no-shows and 42.1% of students who 

cancelled their registration enrolled making a student 

who registered for Destination UNC at least twice as 

likely to enroll as a student who did not.  
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Academic Profile: First-Time First-Year Students 

UNC remains test-optional following the national trend that persisted following the COVID-19 pandemic. Test-optional admissions continues to show virtually no impact on average or 

median ACT and SAT scores of incoming students (Table 5). The Fall 2023 class average GPAs did see a positive trend and increase (Table 5). The percent of first-time students entering with 

college credit increased 7% from the previous year (Table 6) with a balanced increase in credit from concurrent enrollment and academic exams. The increase in Colorado resident enroll-

ment shows increases across five of the top 10 feeder counties include a 22% increase in students enrolled from Weld County, a 37% increase in El Paso County, a 22% increase in Larimer 

County, and 16% increase in Denver County (Table 7).  

In late 2022 the Office of Admissions reorganized to create a dedicated Diversity & Access team to support recruitment of first-time, first-year primarily resident students.  
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Demographics: All New Students (First-Time and Transfer)  

The number of Pell-Eligible and First

-Generation students increased 2% 

and 3% respectively to their highest 

levels since Fall 2019 (Table 10). 

The number of male identified stu-

dents declined 5%, consistent with 

national trends (Table 10). 

Academic Profile: Transfer Students 

The cumulative GPA averages for new transfer students saw a slight decreased for the mean, median and middle 50% (Table 8). The top ten feeder institutions for 

transfer students remained consistent with the exception of Capital Normal University, a partnership university located in Beijing. Enrollment from Aims CC in-

creased 34% over the previous year (Table 9) attributed to increased partnership and collaboration with Aims, and increased enrollment directly from the 

Aims2UNC program.  
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Overall Enrollment Report 

 

 Enrollment Report Overview 

This report summarizes UNC’s overall Fall 2023 enrollment data based on official census day numbers for both undergraduate and 

graduate student populations. These numbers reflect both our new incoming students as well as continuing student populations, 

providing an overall enrollment snapshot post census.  

The University continues to see decreases in total number of enrolled   students for both our undergraduate and graduate popu-

lations. Although we continue to see decreases in overall enrollment across the University, there has been significant progress 

made to various key  enrollment indicators across multiple student populations, including intentional efforts being done in sup-

port the University’s pursuit of becoming a Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) .  

Undergraduate Enrollment 

Our Fall of 2022 overall undergraduate enrollment saw a decrease of 9.9% for all Degree-Seeking Undergraduate (UG) students. 

For Fall 2023, that decrease was reduced to 5.4% (Table 1) due to increases to new, incoming UG student populations and our 

2nd highest Fall to Fall retention rate for New, First-Time students of 74.5% on record  (Table 14). Additionally, UNC’s overall re-

tention rates for all degree-seeking UG students increased to 84.5%, the highest overall retention rate since 2009 (Table 15).  

New First-Time, degree-seeking UG students saw a 2.9% increase for Fall 2023. This is the first increase for New, First-Time degree

-seeking students since 2016 (Table 1). UNC also increased the yield (conversion of Admits to Enrolled students) on New, Transfer 

UG students by 3% year over year, sustaining enrollment with Fall 2022 New Transfer numbers (Table 1 and 3). The 535 New 

Transfer students exceeded the projected Fall 2023 budgeted number by 7%, or a total of 35 students (Table 1). This increase was 

due in large part to the AIMS2UNC partnership. Fall 2023 saw 64 New Transfer, degree-seeking students enroll at UNC through 

the AIMS2UNC program,. This is an increase of 35 students from Fall 2022.  

The University also saw enrollment increases across key markets within the state of Colorado. Weld, Larimer, and El Paso County 

saw increases for New First-Time enrollment compared to Fall 2022. Weld and Larimer counties saw a 22% increase and El Paso 

County had a 37% increase. Growth in these counties was intentional with recruitment and enrollment efforts implemented as a 

part of updated territory management initiatives by our undergraduate admissions team (Fall 2023 Admissions Report, Table 7). 

As the work continues towards becoming a Hispanic Serving Institution, the percentage of UNC’s Hispanic/Latinx undergraduate 

population is 26.3%, the highest percentage over the past 5 years and up .8% from point-in-time last year (Table 2). This is a sig-

nificant milestone towards UNC’s HSI federal designation (Table 19).  

Graduate Enrollment 

Overall Graduate enrollment will see a decrease mainly due to the graduation of larger classes during the last academic year. 

New, First-Time, degree-seeking students are only slightly behind Fall 2022 (Table 1), with Enrolled Admits increasing slightly 

across all campus locations from 815 in Fall 2022 to 821 for Fall 2023 (Table 8). Continuing, degree-seeking Graduate students 

surpassed budget projections by nearly 100 students, or 7% (Table 1).  

Fall 2023 Graduate enrollment was a campus-wide effort, with multiple units and teams filling in and supporting graduate stu-

dents continuation towards their degree, or enrollment as new, first-time students. Intentional efforts were launched in collabo-

ration with the Graduate School and Admissions to ensure that students were able to navigate the enrollment processes. Moving 

forward, additional resources and positions will be dedicated to Graduate admissions and enrollment.  
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Three-Year Enrollment Trends 

Our three-year enrollment trends continue to see decreases in overall Undergraduate (UG) enrollment but also saw increases to 

New, First-Time students for the first time since 2016. New, First-Time, full-time transfer students increased by 38 students year 

over year. Overall, Total Degree-Seeking UG Headcount will be down 5.4%, a4.5% reduction in our decrease compared to Fall 2022.  
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Residency (UG) 

Enrollment by College (UG & GR) 

Table 2 identifies overall UG and GR enrollment numbers by college. Although most colleges have seen decreases to their over-

all UG enrollment, many have significantly minimized the rate in which those decreases where happening, with Performing and 

Visual Arts seeing an increase year over year. Table 3 breaks down residency status for New, First-Time, New Transfer and Con-

tinuing/Re-Admit. Overall resident populations remained the same compared to Fall 2022 at 80%. 



 

 

As seen in Table 5, Main Campus saw an increase to Enrolled Admits for Fall 2023, with a slightly smaller total population of       

Admits. Extended Campus saw a slight decrease in both Admits as well as Enrolled Admits year over year.  
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Graduate Headcount & Admissions Figures 



 

 

The percentage of undergraduate students who identified as First-Generation students and those identified as Pell Eligible saw 

increases for New, First-Time UG populations. This is the highest percentage of New, First-Time Pell Eligible students since 2019. 
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Undergraduate & Graduate Student Profile 



 

 

Table 12 will show decreases for multiple populations for all degree-seeking Underrepresented Minority (URM )undergraduate 

students. This is due to a combination of previously larger cohorts graduating and/or students , transferring out or withdrawing 

from UNC. Table 13 represents the total number of new, incoming enrolled students compared to Fall 2022.  
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Underrepresented Minority (URM) All Degree-Seeking Students 

Underrepresented Minority (URM) New Degree-Seeking Students 



 

 

As mentioned in the overview, The Fall 2022 New, First-Time cohort had 2nd highest 1st Fall to 2nd Fall retention rates on record 

at 74.5% (Table 14). Overall persistence of all degree-seeking undergraduates landed at 84.5%, the highest overall persistence rate 

since 2009 (Table 15).  These are significant enrollment indicators and those that directly align with Rowing, Not Drifting as well as 

the work being done as a part of UNC’s Strategic Enrollment Management (SEM) plan.  
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Census-to-Census Persistence (Retention): Undergraduate 



 

 

Fall 2022 URM 1st Fall to 2nd Fall retention for New, First-Time students is significantly below the overall 1st Fall to 2nd Fall reten-

tion rate of 74.5%. The persistence rate for all degree-seeking URM students increased for the Fall 2022 cohort by nearly a full per-

centage point (Table 17).  
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Census-to-Census Persistence of URM Students: Undergraduate 



 

 

As we seek to become a federally designated Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI), 26.3% of our Degree-Seeking undergraduate FTE 

identify as Hispanic or Latinx (see table 19). This is .8% above point-in-time data from last year and the highest overall percentage 

of Hispanic/Latinx UG students in the past 5 years. 
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Census-to-Census Persistence of URM Students: Undergraduate 
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