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Some Milestones in World History

BCE
c. 2600  
Pyramids of Gizeh built in Egypt

c. 2200 
Gilgamesh 

c. 1800  
Hammurabi: flourishing of first Babylonian Empire; early law code

c. 1250  
Trojan War: landmark in expansion of Mycenaean Greeks

c. 950  

Solomon: peak of ancient Jewish political power

c. 700  

Homer’s Odyssey
509  

Expulsion of Etruscan king from Rome: beginning of independent Roman 

Republic

490  

Marathon: Greeks victorious over Persians; dawn of Athenian Golden Age 

456  

Death of Aeschylus (born c. 525)

431  

Outbreak of Peloponnesian War: waning of Age of Pericles and of 

Athenian hegemony  

406  

Death of Sophocles (born c. 496)

c. 406  

Death of Euripides (born c. 485)

c. 399  

Trial and Death of Socrates (469–399)

c. 385  

Death of Aristophanes (born c. 450)

323  

Death of Alexander the Great; beginning of Hellenistic epoch

27  

Augustus as Roman emperor; beginning of Pax Romana

CE
c. 29  

Crucifixion of Christ

180  

Death of Marcus Aurelius; onset of Roman decline

325  

Council of Nicaea: milestone in establishment of Christianity

378  

Adrianople: Visigoths victorious over Roman legions; beginning of 

German breakthrough

c. 400 

Augustine writes his Confessions
527  

Justinian emperor at Byzantium: Santa Sophia and law code as 

achievements of his reign

622  

Hegira of Mohammed: Year I of Moslem Calendar

717  

Unsuccessful Arab siege of Byzantium: high-water mark of Moslem 

expansion toward Eastern Europe

732  

Battle of “Tours”: high-water mark of Moslem expansion toward Western 

Europe

800  

(Christmas Day) Charlemagne crowned emperor at Rome

813  

Mamun Caliph at Baghdad: Abbasid power at height

962  

Otto the Great of Germany crowned emperor at Rome: “Holy Roman 

Empire”

976  

Basil II emperor at Byzantium: peak of Byzantine power; 

Bulgarians defeated and Russians converted during his reign

987  

Hugh Capet King of France

1054  

Formal schism between Greek and Roman Churches

1066  

Conquest of England by William and the Normans

1071  

Double defeat of Byzantine Empire: at Bari by Normans, at Manzikert by 

Seljuk Turks

1075  

Pope Gregory VII versus Emperor Henry IV: opening of Investiture 

Controversy

1095  

First Crusade preached by Pope Urban II

1154  

Henry II King of England: Angevin Empire

1204  

Sack of Byzantium by “Fourth Crusade: Latin Empire established in the 

East

1214  

Bouvines: victory of Philip Augustus of France and Emperor Frederick II; 

defeat of John of England

1215  

Magna Carta in England

          

Fourth Lateran Council in Rome: papal power at height under Innocent III

1227  

Death of Genghiz Khan, Tartar conqueror

1250  

Death of Frederick II: decline of Hohenstaufen Empire

1272  

Death of St. Thomas Aquinas, greatest of Medieval Schoolmen


1300  

Dante and Giotto flourishing; dawn of the Renaissance

1303  

Philip IV of France against Pope Boniface VIII: prelude to “Babylonian 

Captivity” of papacy

c. 1321  
Dante Alighieri (1265–1321) completes his Divine Comedy 

1415  

Burning of John Hus, Czech forerunner of Protestantism

1453  

In the West, close of the Hundred Years’ War (France victorious)

          

In the East, capture of Byzantium by Ottoman Turks

1472  

Grand Duke Ivan III of Muscovy takes Byzantine wife: Moscow as “third 

Rome”

1485  

Bosworth Field: end of Wars of the Roses; Henry VII (Tudor) King of 

England

1492  

Capture of Grenada by Ferdinand and Isabella; end of Moslem Spain 

First voyage of Columbus: start of Spanish empire overseas 

1513  

Niccolò Machiavelli (1469–1527) publishes his Prince
1517  

Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses (October 31): beginning of Protestant 

Reformation

1529  

Unsuccessful siege of Vienna by Turks: high-water mark of Ottoman 

expansion into Europe

1543  

The Revolutions of Heavenly Bodies by Copernicus: landmark in early- 

modern science

1588  

Defeat of Spanish Armada 

1589  

Henry IV King of France: easing of civil and religious strife

c. 1600  
William Shakespeare (1564-1616) completes his Hamlet
1607  

Founding of Jamestown, Virginia: first of the thirteen English colonies of 

North America

1613  

First Romanov Tsar in Russia

1648  

Treaty of Westphalia: end of Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648)

1649  

(January 30) Execution of Charles I: climax of English Revolution

1661  

Beginning of personal rule of Louis XIV in France

1687  

Publication of Newton’s Principia: climax of “century of genius”

1688–1699  
“Glorious” Revolution in England: parliamentary supremacy confirmed

1699 

Peace of Karlowitz: end of effective Ottoman threat to Europe

1713  

Peace of Utrecht at close of War of Spanish Succession: French threat to 

balance of power countered

1740  

Reign of Frederick II (the Great) in Prussia begins; immediately launches 

Europe into a period of intense military and diplomatic struggle, while reorganizing his own kingdom internally (e.g., Prussian Municipal Code) and advancing it to great power status in the process: his reign (1740-1786) represents a classic example of 

“enlightened absolutism” 

1740–1748  
War of Austrian Succession

1756–1763  
Seven Years’ War

1772  

First Partition of Poland

1778  

Prussia invades Bohemia

1778–1779  
War of Bavarian Succession

1780  

Reign of Joseph II in Austria begins 

1780  

Beginning of industrial revolution; first in textiles, then in railways and 

communications (mid-nineteenth century), before ship-building becomes the dominant productive force of the age (second-half of nineteenth century); in the process, the way is opened to an entire series of new innovations (e.g., motor cars, electricity, atomic energy, radio, television, internet, biotechnology, etc), which would each play tremendous roles in charting the course of the 

twentieth century 

1789  

French Revolution; Declaration of the Rights of Man

1792–1799  
French Revolutionary Wars

1799–1815  
Napoleonic Wars

1814–1815  
Congress of Vienna; Britain begins its advances to world supremacy, thus 

initiating a century of political, economic, and cultural hegemony 

in international affairs (advent of the “Victorian” age)   

1820–1821  
First Revolutionary Wave

1829–1830  
Second Revolutionary Wave

1830–1833
Lyell publishes his Principles of Geology
1832  

Goethe completes his Faust, shortly before his death (born in 1749)

1848  

Third Revolutionary Wave

1853–1856  
Crimean War

1859

Darwin publishes his Origin of the Species  

1871  

Franco-Prussian War; Bismarck triumphs and unifies Germany in the 

process

1871  

Darwin publishes his Descent of Man
Nietzsche publishes his Birth of Tragedy
1914–1918  
World War One

1930  

Freud publishes his Civilization and Its Discontents
1939–1945  
World War Two

1989

End of Cold War
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