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Study Guide for the Midterm In-Class Essay Examination
EXPLANATION

The topics/questions listed below should serve as a basic study guide for the midterm examination.  Obviously, the examination itself will be comprised of a much shorter list of options than those presented here, and students should be prepared for marked changes in the wording and character of any particular topic/question.  The instructor likewise reserves the right to remove any given number of authors from the menu, thus making it absolutely essential that students be prepared for all of them.   

     Each essay response should have a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.  In the introduction, students should make a commitment, at the very least, to addressing the matter at hand in terms of a clear thesis statement and supporting reasons for it.  While assessment must obviously be based on the overall execution of the essay (i.e., its analytic and descriptive depth and accuracy, along with the degree to which it develops its discussion as a whole, namely, by providing ample examples and illustrations of the argument in the body of the essay), failing to provide an argument in the introduction, as described above, will most likely lead to disappointing results from the very outset.  Students are also reminded that a five-paragraph essay is required as a bare minimum—ideally with five-sentences to each individual paragraph; anything less than that will most likely run the risk of receiving a grade of NC.  Additionally, students are reminded to concentrate on providing a conclusion that is not merely repetitive, but revelatory.      

     Otherwise, students should refer to the document entitled SUGGESTIONS, GUIDELINES, AND GENERAL EXPECTATIONS FOR IN-CLASS ESSAY EXAMINATIONS, as this will  provide some further indications as to what should be accomplished in such efforts.

     Blue books are required, of course, as indicated in the syllabus, and any effort failing 

to write out the entire question at the onset of the essay will be penalizeda full letter-

grade.

– The harder we work, the luckier we get! –
TOPICS/QUESTIONS
1)  Discuss Thucydides’ explanation concerning the development of Hellas.

2)  What is Thucydides’ conception of justice?

3)  Discuss Thucydides’ suggestions with regard to balancing the relationship between 

justice and interests.

4)  What precisely does Thucydides mean by kinesis (either ‘disturbance,’ ‘commotion,’ or ‘movement,’ depending upon the translation), and what are its ramifications for his 

understanding of politics and history?

5)  Discuss Pericles’ conception of what makes the political life of the Athenians 

superior to that of their neighbors.    

6)  Discuss the central claims advanced by each party in the dialogue between the 

Athenians and the Melians in “The Melian Dialogue.”

7)  What, might one argue, were Thucydides’ greatest concerns with regard to 

maintaining the stability of Athenian political life?

8)  Thucydides seems, at times, to suggest that, much as nature often exhibits its own tumultuous features (e.g., plagues, earthquakes, etc.), human societies innately tend towards factional strife (stasis).  Write an essay in which such considerations are taken into account with regard to the type of political education set forth in The Peloponnesian 

War.

9)  Compare and contrast Thucydides explanation concerning the development of Hellas 

with Plato’s explanation concerning the developmental principles of social organization.   

10)  Compare and contrast the views of democracy either implicitly suggested or 

explicitly stated by Thucydides and Plato, respectively. 

11)  With regard to the problem concerning the citizen’s obedience to the law, can the 

teaching of the Crito be squared with that of the Apology, and why or why not?

12)  Discuss the case made by Plato in the Republic for rule by the one, or few, best.

13)  How does Plato propose to prevent the development of self-interest among the rulers 

of his republic?

14)  Analyze Plato’s classification of regimes and identify the motive principle of, along 

with the analogy between, the government and individual in each regime.

15)  According to the Republic, how is the loyalty of the artisan class to be won?

16)  Discuss the conception of justice set forth in Plato’s Republic.

17)  Discuss Socrates’ explanation of the development of the state.  

18)  Discuss Aristotle’s case against the ideal regime of the Republic.

19)  Does Aristotle subscribe to a principle of human equality?

20)  Discuss Aristotle’s case for participation by the many in governing.

21)  What does Aristotle regard as the best practicable constitution, and what does he 

think recommends it as such?

22)  How does Aristotle understand the relationship between ‘ruling’ and ‘being ruled’ 

with regard to the potential for self-actualization of both state and individual? 

23)  Compare and contrast the conceptions of justice advanced by Thucydides and Plato.

24)  Discuss the similarities (if any) and differences (if any) between Thucydides’ and 

Plato’s conceptions of truth, especially with regard to political life.

25)  Compare and contrast the respective conceptions of the good life advanced by Plato 

and Aristotle.

26)  Compare and contrast the most desirable ends of political life as developed by Plato 

and Aristotle.

27)  Discuss the similarities (if any) and differences (if any) existing between the 

conceptions of education as set forth by Plato and Aristotle.

28)   Discuss the similarities (if any) and differences (if any) set forth by Thucydides and 

Aristotle regarding the relationship between war and the good life. 

29)  We find the following quote in Nietzsche’s Twilight of the Idols (“What I Owe to the Ancients,” §2):

     My recreation, my preference, my cure from all Platonism has always been Thucydides.  Thucydides 

and, perhaps, Machiavelli’s Principe are most closely related to myself by the unconditional will not to gull oneself and to see reason in reality—not in “reason,” still less in “morality.”

     Write an essay in which you develop this difference between Thucydides and Plato, especially in terms of the former seeing reason in reality and the latter seeing reason in “reason,” or even “morality” (i.e., the “good”).          

