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COURSE SYLLABUS

Observation tells us that every state is an association, and that every association is formed with a view to some good purpose.  I say ‘good,’ because in all their actions all men do in fact aim at what they think good.  Clearly then, as all associations aim at some good, that association which is the most sovereign among them all and embraces all others will aim highest, i.e., at the most sovereign of all goods.  This is the association which we call the state, the association which is ‘political.’

ARISTOTLE, The Politics, I: i
When evening comes, I return to my home, and I go into my study; and on the threshold, I take off my everyday clothes, which are covered with mud and mire, and I put on regal and curial robes; and dressed in a more appropriate manner I enter into the ancient courts of ancient men and am welcomed by them kindly,  and there I taste the food that alone is mine, and for which I was born; and there I am not ashamed to speak to them, to ask them the reason for their actions; and they, in their humanity, answer me; and for four hours I feel no boredom, I dismiss every affliction, I no longer fear poverty nor do I tremble at the thought of death: I become completely part of them. 

MACHIAVELLI, Letter to Francesco Vettori, 

Florence, 10 December 1513
COURSE SCHEDULE AND LOCATION

This course meets Tuesdays and Thursdays, 3:30–4:45PM, in Ross 2275.  

COURSE DOCUMENTS

A broad range of further course documents is available electronically under this class 

listing (PSCI 331–009) at the following website:

<http://www.unco.edu/psci/current/websites.html>

Students are encouraged to visit this website directly after the first class meeting so as to download relevant course documents for the semester.  Students will also be alerted to 

subsequent updates of and alterations to these documents during class meetings.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course aims to develop a lively and rigorous dialogue with some of the central thinkers whose works lie at the very foundation of Western political discourse.  In so doing, primary attention will be given to the texts themselves, the philosophical and political milieux in which they originated, and the towering figures standing behind them.  Above all, however, the course focuses on the arguments informing the political ideas of the period extending from ancient to early-modern times, along with their implications for such exemplary problems as the relationships between freedom and authority, legitimacy and power, and the individual and the state.  To this end, it is essential that students commit themselves to pursuing a body of literature and thought that is as challenging as it is rewarding, by turns indicating both continuities and discontinuities 

with the present political age.

CLASSROOM PROCEEDINGS
In addition to completing the assigned reading prior to each class meeting (see “Course Schedule” and “Course Reading List” documents), students are invited to bring their materials along with them to class, as lectures, presentations, and discussions will be centered largely on references to the texts themselves.

     Also, students are reminded to attend to all personal needs before entering class (using the restroom, getting tissues, etc.), as interruptions are to be avoided unless previous 

arrangements have been made with the instructor.
STUDENT EVALUATION

Regular attendance (see ATTENDANCE POLICY, below) and informed class participation will be expected of each student, the latter accounting for 10% of the semester’s final grade.  The remaining 90% of the semester’s final grade will be based on the results of a midterm in-class essay examination (30% of the semester’s final grade), and a final in-class essay examination (60% of the semester’s final grade).  It should be noted here as well that the instructor reserves the right, whenever he deems it fit, to give any number of either pop or pre-announced quizzes, the score of which will be figured into the class participation category of the final course grade.
     A “Study Guide” will be made available well in advance of each in-class essay examination, and students are referred to the document entitled “Suggestions, Guidelines, and General Expectations for In-Class Essay Examinations” for further indications to this end.  All responses must be submitted in blue books (see BLUE BOOK POLICY, below) and must include the selected question or topic, written out in its entirety, at the head of the first page of each essay.  Failure to comply with this rule will result in the respective effort being penalized by a full letter-grade. 

     Also, students will be allowed to make up the midterm examination only if they have a documented excuse for their absence and must take the final examination on the designated date for their section of this class.  In addition, any student caught cheating on any aspect of any assignment, including any matter pertaining to the attendance record,  may receive an F for the entire semester.

     Finally, although there is obviously no simple recipe for success, students are encouraged to plan on spending at least six hours a week, outside of class time, devoted to their course work; anything short of this guideline will most likely lead to 

disappointment.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Attendance will either be taken at the beginning of every class meeting by the instructor or recorded during class by means of an attendance register from September 8th (Tuesday of WEEK THREE) onwards; any absence thereafter should be excused in writing, ideally in advance or with subsequent verification from a doctor.  Each student will be granted two unexcused absences, after which a half letter will be deducted from the student’s final grade for every unexcused absence in addition to those originally allotted.  Students are therefore reminded to budget their excused absences carefully, especially if they wish, perhaps at some point in the semester, to take an extended weekend vacation or, indeed, even to leave early for, or to return late from, the Thanksgiving Holiday.  It should be noted, too, particularly upon arriving late to class, that students must take responsibility 

for signing the attendance register.
BLUE BOOK POLICY

Students must submit four blue books on September 10th (Thursday of WEEK THREE), in 

order to sit the subsequent in-class essay examinations—students requiring alternative 

means of taking their examinations through DSS being the sole possible exceptions.

CELLULAR TELEPHONE POLICY

Needless to say, all cellular telephones must be turned off at the beginning of class meetings.  Students failing to comply with this policy will be sternly warned on the first occasion; their semester’s grade will be lowered a full letter on the second; and they will be dropped from the class on the third.  Moreover, in order to ensure the integrity of this 

policy, the student’s name will be recorded on each occasion.
LAPTOP COMPUTER POLICY

Unless previous arrangements have been made with Disability Support Services, the use 

laptop computers is forbidden during all classroom proceedings.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES POLICY

Unless previous arrangements have been made with the instructor, all electronic devices 

must be put away and stored out of sight throughout the entirety of each class meeting.
DISABILITY SUPPORT SERVICES
Students who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services, at (970) 351-2289, as soon as possible so as best to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.   

     Additionally, students requiring accommodation from DSS must submit their paperwork to the instructor at least one week prior to the quiz or examination in order to 

allow adequate time for expediting the process.  

HONOR CODE

All members of the University of Northern Colorado community are entrusted with the

responsibility to uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect,

Fairness, and Responsibility.  These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and

outside of the classroom, which serves as afoundation and guides the UNC community's

academic, professional, and personal growth.  Endorsement of these core elements by

students, faculty, staff, administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity and value of

our academic climate.

UNC'S POLICIES

UNC's policies and recommendations for academic misconduct will be followed. For

additional information, please see the Student Handbook link at the Dean of Student's website, below:

<http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html>
GENERAL COMMENTS

Above all, students are encouraged to participate in class, to ask questions of themselves and others, and to express their viewpoints sensibly and with reason.  As long as everyone is respectful of his or her fellow classmates, there should be plenty of room for 

animated and well-informed discussion—and hopefully even debate.  Students should remember, too, that appropriate behavior is expected of them at all times and that any inappropriate or disruptive activity will quickly meet with a zero-tolerance policy—no exceptions.



