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– Political Philosophy I –

Fall Semester, 2009

COURSE SCHEDULE

Nota Bene:  The schedule outlined below is a provisional guide to the semester’s proceeding and should thus be followed by students until they are otherwise instructed.  As the semester unfolds and the instructor sees fit, it may will most likely be amended, perhaps even a number of times, in order to allow for steady pacing and due attention to developing interests.

WEEK ONE {August 25th and 27th}

– General Course Introduction

– Seminal Questions in Philosophy and Political Philosophy

see also de Bottom, The Consolations of Philosophy

Part V, Chapter 1, “Consolations of a Broken Heart” (pp. 162–189)

see also Faulkner, ”William Faulkner’s Speech of Acceptance upon the Award of 


the Nobel Peace Prize for Literature” (pp. 3–4)

see also Heidegger, Being and Time


¶77, “The Connection of the Foregoing Exposition of the Problem of Historicality 



and the Researches of Wilhelm Dilthey and the Ideas of Count Yorck” (pp. 449–455)
see also Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Representation (in Two Volumes), 


Volume II

Chapter XLVII, “On Ethics” (pp. 589–602), and Chapter XLIX, “The 


Road to Salvation” (pp. 634–639)

see also Schopenhauer, Essays and Aphorisms

“On the Suffering of the World” and “On the Vanity of Existence” (pp. 


41–54)

see also Strauss and Cropsey, in Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy


Introduction (pp. 1–6)

see also Wolin, Politics and Vision

Chapter One (pp. 3–26)

– The Greek World

see also Aeschylus, Prometheus Bound and Other Plays

Prometheus Bound (pp. 19–52) and The Persians (pp. 121–152) 

see also Barnes, ed, Early Greek Philosophy
see also Hamilton, Mythology


Part One, Chapters I–IV (pp. 19–118); Part Four, Chapter I, “The Trojan War” (pp. 


255–276); and Part Five, Chapter I, “The House of Atreus” (pp. 343–371)

see also Kirk, Raven, and Schofield, eds, The Presocratic Philosophers

Chapter 6 (pp. 181–212) and Chapter 8 (pp. 239–262), among many others 


of great interest

see also Lee, Athena Sings
see also McKirihan, Philosophy Before Socrates
see also Nietzsche, Philosophy in the Tragic Age of the Greeks
see also Plato, Collected Dialogues

Protagoras (pp. 318–320)  

– Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War
I: “Introduction” (pp. 35–49) and “The Debate at Sparta” (pp. 72–87); and V: 


“Negotiations with Argos” (pp. 363–373)


see also Bolotin, in Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy

“Thucydides” (pp. 7–32)

see also van Creveld, The Rise and Decline of the State

Chapter 1 (pp. 1–35)

see also Hippocrates, Hippocratic Writings

“The Nature of Man” (pp. 260–271)

see also Kagan, The Peloponnesian War

see also Kagan, Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy
WEEK TWO {September 1st and 3rd}

– Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War
II: “Pericles’ Funeral Oration” (pp. 143–151) and “The Policy of Pericles” (pp. 156–

164); III: “The Mytilenian Debate” (pp.  212–223); V: “The Melian Dialogue” 

(pp. 400–408); and VI: “Launching of the Sicilian Expedition” (pp. 414–429)
WEEK THREE {September 8th and 10th}

Attendance Policy Hereafter in Effect (September 8th)

Blue Books Due (September 10th)

– Plato, The Last Days of Socrates
“Apology—Justice and Duty (i)” (pp. 31–70)

– Plato, The Last Days of Socrates
“Crito—Justice and Duty (ii)” (pp. 71–96)


– Plato, The Republic
I–III (pp. 1–76) 

see also Durant, The Story of Philosophy 


Chapter I (pp. 5–40)

see also Nietzsche, Twilight of the Idols 


“The Problem of Socrates,” §§1–12 (pp. 473–479), and “What I Owe to 


the Ancients,” §§1–5 (pp. 556–563)


see also Randall, Plato
see also Strauss, in Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy 

“Plato” (pp. 33–89)


see also Wolin, Politics and Vision

Chapter Two (pp. 27–62)

WEEK FOUR {September 15th and 17th}

– Plato, The Republic


III–V (pp. 106–156) and VI–IX (pp. 164–181, pp. 189​–192, pp. 204​–226, pp. 240–



248, and pp. 263–274)

WEEK FIVE {September 22nd and 24th}


– Plato, The Republic

IX (pp. 275–334)


– Aristotle, The Nicomachean Ethics


Book X, “Pleasure, Happiness” §§1–9


– Aristotle, The Politics

I: “Preface,” i–v (pp. 51–69), ix (pp. 80–85), and xiii (pp. 92–97); and II: i​–v (pp. 


101–119) and vii–viii (pp. 126–139)


see also Bookman, “The Wisdom of the Many”


see also Durant, The Story of Philosophy 



Chapter II (pp. 41–74)

see also Lord, in Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy 



“Aristotle” (pp. 118–154)


see also Randall, Aristotle


see also Schütrumpf, “Aristotle’s Theory of Slavery”


see also Schütrumpf, “Platonic Methodology in the Program of Aristotle’s 



Political Philosophy”

WEEK SIX {September 29th and October 1st}


– Aristotle, The Politics


III: i–xvii (pp. 167–232)

WEEK SEVEN {October 6th and 8th}


– Aristotle, The Politics



V: i (pp. 295–299); VI: i–v  (pp. 359–377); VII: i–iv (pp. 389–405), ix 



(pp. 414–417), and xiii–xvi (pp. 426–444); and VIII: i–iii (pp. 451–457)

– Augustine, Political Writings
“The Compatibility of Christianity and Politics,” “Law and Self-Defense,”  and “War” (pp. 202–229); “The Retractions” and Books I–V (pp. 1–35)


– Augustine, Political Writings



Book VIII (pp. 157–179) and Book XI (pp. 253–280)


– Fortin, in Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy 



“St. Augustine” (pp. 176–205)


see also Augustine, Confessions

see also Jaspers, Augustine

see also Wolin, Politics and Vision


Chapter Four (pp. 86–126)

WEEK EIGHT {October 13th and 15th}


* Midterm Examination (October 15h)



– Augustine, Political Writings


Books VI–XIV (pp. 48–109)

WEEK NINE {October 20th and 22nd}



– Augustine, Political Writings


Books XV–XXII  (pp. 110–201)


– Boccaccio, The Decameron


First Day: First Story (pp. 24–37), and Seventh Day: Second Story (pp. 



490–494)


WEEK TEN {October 27th and October 29th}

– Machiavelli, The Discourses


Niccolò Machiavelli to Zanobi Buondelmonti and Cosima Rucellai: 



Greeting I: [The Preface] and 1–10 (pp. 91–138)


see also Burckhardt, The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy


Parts I–IV (pp. 19–229)


see also Cassirer, Kristeller, and Randall, eds, The Renaissance Philosophy of 



Man


Pico, “Oration on the Dignity of Man” (pp. 213–254)


see also von Clausewitz, “Letter to Fichte (1809)” 

see also Coby, Machiavelli’s Romans

see also Edgerton, The Renaissance Rediscovery of Linear Perspective


“The Western Window” (pp. 3–15)

see also Livy, The Early History of Rome

see also Strauss, in Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy


“Niccolò Machiavelli” (pp. 296–317)


see also Viroli, Niccolò’s Smile

see also Wolin, Politics and Vision


Chapter Seven (pp. 175–213)
WEEK ELEVEN {November 3rd and 5th}

– Machiavelli, The Discourses


I: 11–45 (pp. 139–222)

WEEK TWELVE {November 10th and 12th}

– Machiavelli, The Discourses 



I: 46–60 (pp. 223–261), and II: [The Preface] and 1–14 (pp. 263–303)
WEEK THIRTEEN {November 17th and 19th}


– Machiavelli, The Discourses


II: 15–27 (pp. 304–366), and III: 1–5 (pp. 383–397) and 7–9 (pp. 425–




432)
WEEK FOURTEEN {November 24th}


Hobbes, Leviathan


The Introduction (pp. 81–83), X–XI (pp. 150–168), XIII​–XV (pp. 183–217), and 




XVII–XVIII (pp. 223–239), and XXIX–XXX (pp. 363–394)

WEEK FIFTEEN {December 1st and 3rd}



XLIII (pp. 609–626), and A Review, and Conclusion (pp. 717–729)


see also van Creveld, Chapter 3 (pp. 126–188)


see also Kirk, Raven, and Schofield, eds, The Presocratic Philosophers


Chapter XV (pp. 402–433)


see also Macpherson in Hobbes, Editor’s Introduction (pp. 9–63),


see also Strauss and Cropsey, eds, History of Political Philosophy 



Berns, “Thomas Hobbes” (pp. 396–420)


see also Wolin, Politics and Vision
Chapter Eight (pp. 214–256)

FINAL EXAMINATION WEEK {December 8th–12th}
