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Fall Semester, 2009

Midterm In-Class Essay Examination
EXPLANATION

Select and respond to one topic from the four enumerated below.

     As indicated in the study guide, each essay response should have a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.  In the introduction, students should make a commitment, at the very least, to addressing the matter at hand in terms of a clear thesis statement and supporting reasons for it.  While assessment must obviously be based on the overall execution of the essay (i.e., its analytic and descriptive depth and accuracy, along with the degree to which it develops its discussion as a whole, namely, by providing ample examples and illustrations of the argument in the body of the essay), failing to provide an argument in the introduction, as described above, will most likely lead to disappointing results from the very outset.  Students are also reminded that a five-paragraph essay is required as a bare minimum—ideally with five-sentences to each individual paragraph; anything less than that will most likely run the risk of receiving a grade of NC.  Additionally, students are reminded to concentrate on providing a conclusion that is not merely repetitive, but revelatory.      

      Any effort failing to write out the entire topic (viz., the two questions of which it is 

comprised) at the onset of the essay will be penalized a full letter-grade.

– The harder we work, the luckier we get! –
TOPIC QUESTIONS
1)  What are Machiavelli’s chief recommendations to the prince with regard to using 

allies (friends) to attain power and glory?  Is it possible to identify a central principle 

running throughout these recommendations?

2)  What are Machiavelli’s chief recommendations to the prince with regard to using 

factions to his advantage in the quest for power and glory?  Is it possible to identify a 

central principle running throughout these recommendations?
3)  What are Machiavelli’s chief recommendations with regard to balancing 

between being loved, feared (respected), and/or hated in his quest for power and glory?  

Is it possible to identify a central principle running throughout these recommendations?
4)  What are Machiavelli’s chief recommendations to the prince with regard to using 

fortresses to attain and maintain power and glory?  Is it possible to identify a central 

principle running throughout these recommendations?
