1
2

Brook Blair, PhD

McKee 304

Political Science Program

School of History, Political Science,


and Philosophy

University of Northern Colorado

Greeley, CO 80639

tel: (970) 351-1563

email: brook.blair@unco.edu

– The Problem of War –

War is the father of all and king of all, and some he shows as gods, others as men; some he makes slaves, others free.
HERACLITUS

In a time of innovation, all that is not new is pernicious.  The military art of monarchy no longer suits us, for we are different men and have different enemies.  The power and conquests of people, the splendour of their politics and warfare, have always depended on a single principle, a single powerful institution...  Our nation has already a national character of its own.  Its military system must be different from its enemies’.  Very well then: if the French nation is terrible because of our ardour and skill, and if our enemies are clumsy, cold and slow, then our military system must be impetuous.
SAINT-JUST

…the significant difference between states lies not in the political ideas they profess but, as Martin Wight (1946) wrote some forty years ago, in whether they are satisfied, conservative, status-quo powers or whether they are dissatisfied with the structures of power and therefore feel themselves to be have-nots, dedicated to radical change in those structures.
STRANGE

I.  Introduction

There are, of course, at least three basic approaches to the problem of war and peace:

 
A.  realism: the anarchical society and the balance of power between states; 

intervention as a result of the national interest

 B.  rationalism: the problem of forging political and commercial linkages 

between different states (democratic practices, international 

organizations, economic interdependence, regimes, etc); international law 

and the problem of intervention and non-intervention

 
C.  revolutionism: classes and capital, as embodied in state prerogative; 

imperialism and super-imperialism; social forces and technology: class 

interest in the formation of state policy and the forging of transnational 

socioeconomic alliances 

II.  War and Peace in the Age of Modern Politics 

Why does the age of self-determination, progress, and rationalism appear to coincide 

with some of the most violent wars in human history?
 
A.  Hegel: “War has the higher significance that by its agency…the ethical health 

of peoples is preserved in their indifference to the stabilization of finite institutions; just as the blowing of the winds preserves the sea from the foulness which would be the result of a prolonged calm, so also the corruption in nations would be the product of prolonged, let alone 

‘perpetual,’ peace.”
 

 
B.  Clausewitz: “…war is not merely a political act, but also a political 

instrument, a continuation of political relations, a carrying out of the same by other means.”
 

  

1.  Clausewitz’ classification of two fundamental types of war:

   


a.  limited war

   


b.  total war (absolute war)

  

2.  Clausewitz emphasis upon war as the scientific (rational) organization 

of violence

 
C.  Oestreich’s identification of the state’s three new power-resources during the 

reign of the old regime (circa 1500–1789)
 

  

1.  mercantilism

  

2.  militarism

  

3.  bureaucracy 

 
D.  Meinecke’s identification of the state’s three new power-resources since the 

time of the French Revolution (1789) and the Industrial Revolution (1780–1840)
 

  

1.  industrial capitalism

  

2.  mass-militarism

  

3.  nationalism/liberalism

E.  Hobsbawm on the forces unleashed by the Industrial Revolution: the “limitless 

production of men, goods and services.”
 

F.  Foucault on the French Revolution and the politics of “bio-power”: the  

disciplined organization of masses of individuals to be placed in the 

service of economic production and military expansion

III.  World War One, the Interwar Years, and World War Two

A.  Lenin’s conception of imperialism and its bearing upon the First World War
 

 
B.  Interwar Years: absence of a committed hegemon; no real balance of power; 

immense and indeed unrealistic reparations extracted from the vanquished; 

collapse of the League of Nations
 

 
C.  World War Two and the rivaling hegemonies and/or self-defense of three 

different systems of state: American Democracy, Soviet Bolshevism, and German National Socialism

  


1.  The Great Crash of 1929, Fordism and the rise of the welfare 

state in the US (FDR and the New Deal)

  


2.  the autarkic war economy of Nazism in Germany

  


3.  Bolshevism and rapid mass-industrialization in the USSR 

IV.  The Pax Americana and the Rise of a Global Security and Politico-Economic 

System

 
A.  the superiority of US power in almost every possible sphere of activity: 

political, military and diplomatic strength; economic productivity and finance leverage (seignorage); technologies and science; ideology and 

politico-economic organization (democracy and economic liberalism)

 
B.  towards a planetary security security system: NATO and the transatlantic 

alliance; nuclear umbrella and mutually-assured destruction (MAD)

 
C.  the Bretton Woods System 

  

1.  US Hegemony

  

2.  the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

  

3.  the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD or 

World Bank) 

  

4.  the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) 

  

5.  the US dollar (seignorage) 

  

6.  the welfare state (compromise between government, capital, and labor)

 
D.  the communist threat

 E.  the Cold War in the Third World: local and proxy wars; low-intensity conflict 

(LIC)

 
F.  the Reagan Years

V.  The Cold War, Detente, and the Second Cold War

 
A.  Bipolarity

 
B.  (Tripolarity)

 
C.  The End of the Cold War: onward towards Globalization, Unilateralism, 

Multilateralism, or Triad Power?

VI.  Third World


A.  superpower intervention


B.  internal struggles between factions


C.  the struggle for recognition (hegemony)


D.  war as a means of national legitimation (Machiavelli)

VII.  The End of the Cold War and Beyond

 
A.  conjuncture of various developments: collapse of communism, deep recession 

in the West, and strong economic development in East Asia

 
B.  end of ideology?  end of history?  triumph of liberalism?  or the decline of the 

West and the rise of East Asia?

C.  fiscal crisis of the state and the partial dismantling of the welfare state—long 

in the offing, actually;
 hegemony of monetarist financial and economic policies; general problem of sluggish and/or unsteady growth in the advanced economies;
 Pinochet in Chile, Thatcherism in the UK, and 

Reaganism in the USA

 
D.  Triad Power and the Rise of Regional (Trade) Blocs: East Asia (centered 

around the economic power of Japan), the European Union (centered around the economic power of Germany, on the one hand, and the political and military power of France and the UK, on the other), and the North American Free Trade Association (centered around the overall power of the US)—yet do these blocs really exist as such?  and, if so, what problems do they potentially pose for the world economy, for neighboring 

countries, and for the structure of international politics in general?

E.  multipolarity? 

F.  the rise of nationalism and religious fundamentalism: is the world headed 

towards what Huntington has described as “the age [clash] of civilizations”?
   and, if so, what sort of threats will this pose to 

international security issues?

 
G.  lingering questions 

1.  it has often been suggested of the Cold War period that the large 

number of conflicts in the Third World, as well as their highly violent character, was due primarily to superpower intervention



2.  on the other hand, it could also be argued that most of these conflicts 

have been largely of internal, or relatively independent, origins

 

3.  and some statistics have even indicated that there have never been more 

wars and indeed mass deaths than in the years immediately following the Cold War’s end, or at least since the end of the Second World War 

4.  how, then, does one make sense of such propositions?
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