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– Basic Introduction to the Third World –
I.  Possible Meanings of the Term ‘Third World’

 
A.  The Three Estates

  

1.  Lords Spiritual (heads of church)

  

2.  Lords Temporal (the peerage)

  

3.  Commons

 
B.  The Three Estates of the French Revolution

  

1.  The French Revolution (urban-commercial middle class)

  

2.  The Soviet Revolution (urban-industrial working class)

  

3.  The Chinese Revolution (rural peasantry)

 
C.  Neither East nor West

  

1.  Non-Aligned Movement

  

2.  the attempt to maintain at least some distance from the superpower 

rivalry of the US and USSR 

II.  The Major Colonial/Imperial Powers

 
A.  Portugal

 
B.  Spain

 
C.  Netherlands (Holland)

 
D.  Belgium

 
E.  Britain

 
F.  France

 
G.  (Germany)

 
H.  (Italy)
III.  The Two Great Waves of Colonialism and Imperialism

 
A.  late-fifteenth century (1492 as dawn of European expansion into the New 

World)

 
B.  early-nineteenth century (peaking roughly between 1871 and 1918)

IV.  Decolonization in the Postwar World

 
A.  the end of empire and the dismantling of their monopolistic hold on 

extraterritorial possessions

 
B.  increasing the number of states in the postwar international system

V.  Intervention and Non-Intervention 

 
A.  superpower responsibility to maintain public order

 
B.  competing interests of superpowers 

 
C.  non-interventionary nature of international law

 
D.  humanitarian intervention

 
E.  Low-Intensity Conflict (LIC) 

VI.  State-Building and the Post-1940s Demographic Explosion 

 
A.  political development (bureaucratic and institutional development)

 
B.  socioeconomic development (nation-building, industrialization, etc.)

VII.  Authoritarian Regimes and State-Led Industrialization

 
A.  Bureaucratic Authoritarianism (the BA Model)

 
B.  Import-Substitution Industrialization (ISI)

 
C.  Export-Oriented Industrialization (EOI)

VIII.  The End of the Third World?

 
A.  the less-developed countries (LDCs)

 
B.  the oil-producing countries

  

1.  OPEC

  

2.  non-OPEC oil-producing countries

 
C.  the newly-industrializing countries (the NICs), and the newly-industrializing 

economies (NIEs)
 

 
D.  out of the game  

  

1.  downwardly-mobile societies (dysfunctional political and economic 

systems)

  

2.  perpetual civil war (factionalized societies and oppressive regimes)

  

3.  the (potential) collapse of the state, i.e., ‘failed states’
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� e.g., the “Asian Tigers” (also known, if rather obscurely, as the “Gang of Four”) 


� see Part III, Chapters 14–22


� see Chapter 12





