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I.  Locke (1632–1704)

II.  the immediate historical backdrop

A.  English Civil Wars (1642–1646)



1.  conflict between the armies of Charles I and Parliament



2.  Parliament defeats the King, but is subsequently overthrown by 

Oliver Cromwell and his army, which then executes the King and 

declares a republic


B.  Charles II 

1.  achieves restoration of the monarchy after the Civil Wars and the death 

of Cromwell (1658)


2.  again, however, there is the tendency to undermine and override the 

traditional powers of Parliament, which actually dated back to the Middle Ages and the forcing of King John to sign the Magna Carta 

(1215)


C.  James II (1685–1688)



1.  attempt to turn the country into a Catholic Absolutism



2.  Shaftesbury, the Whigs, and the Popish Plot

D.  William III of Orange and the Glorious Revolution (1688)

1.  the establishment of a clearer division of labor between Parliament and 

the Crown


2.  English Bicameralism


3.  waging war against France



4.  Financial Revolution




a.  National Debt (1693 onwards)




b.  Bank of England (1694)




c.  recoinage (1696)




d.  defeating the attempted reactionary, or monarchical, 

counterrevolution of James II

E.  Shaftesbury, Scottish Presbyterianism, Puritanism, and the Whigs—the birth 


of English Liberalism

F.  Enclosure Acts


III.  the wider historical and intellectual backdrop


A.  the Price Revolution, 1510–1620


B.  the Reformation and Counter-Reformation



1.  Reformation




a.  Wycliff



b.  Huss




c.  Luther




d.  Zwingli




e.  Calvin



2.  Counter-Reformation




a.  Loyola and the Jesuits




b.  Council of Trent, 1545–1653


C.  the Commercial Revolution of the 17th Century


D.  the Early-Enlightenment and the Age of Reason



1.  Rationalism



2.  Empiricism


E.  Scientific Revolution



1.  Copernicus



2.  Tycho Brahe



3.  Kepler



4.  Galileo



5.  Newton


F.  Intellectual Development of Natural Law



1.  Religious Rivalry in Christendom



2.  Secularization



3.  Neo-Stoicism


G.  Grotius and the Foundations of International Law



1.  Treaty of Augsburg, 1555

2.  Treaty of Westphalia, 1648



2.  cuius regio eius religio 


H.  “Discovery of Society”



1.  Locke



2.  Montesquieu

IV.  the immediate intellectual backdrop

A.  Sir Robert Filmer

B.  Richard Hooker, or “the judicious Hooker”

C.  Thomas Hobbes

1.  the state of nature as a state of war—“such a war, as is of every 

man, against every man”


2.  “the life of man [is] solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short…”


3.  Absolutism, or Absolute Monarchy

D.  Locke’s philosophical work—empiricism

V.  Locke’s Legacy


A.  ranked by Thomas Jefferson, along with Francis Bacon and Isaac Newton, as 

one of the greatest geniuses of all time

B.  great influence upon Madison

C.  and hence of tremendous significance for the framers and the American 

Constitution on the whole

VI.  Central Concepts


A.  state of nature


B.  state of natural liberty


C.  state of natural equality


D.  the origins of political society, or civil society


E.  property


F.  life, liberty, and property


G.  the state of war


H.  absolute and arbitrary power


I.  labor theory of value


J.  the compact


K.  the dissolution of government


L.  consent


M.  majority


N.  legislative, executive, and federative power


O.  rebellion


P.  (deism)

