MIND 181                                            


Great Traditions of Asia
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1



Instructor: Jack Temkin

Office: 328 McKee

E-mail:   jack.temkin@unco.edu 

Telephone: 351-1568

Office Hours: 9:00-10:00 M&W, 11:05-12:05 F, and by appointment

Course Objectives

1. To develop an awareness of (some of) the great intellectual traditions of India, China and Japan

2. By concentrating on original works by great thinkers, to develop skills in critical analysis and interpretation

3. To gain some insight into how history, literature and art fit together in our understanding of the Indian, Chinese and Japanese traditions

Course Requirements

This course has four general expectations:  reading, reflection, writing and discussion.  The success of the course will depend heavily on your serious efforts to meet these expectations at a high level.

The first requirement is to read the weekly material and participate actively in class discussions.  Each Monday you will turn in three thoughtful and substantive questions on the readings you have done for the coming week.  These questions will be used in guiding discussion for the week.

The second requirement is to write three papers, due at the end of the fifth, tenth and fifteenth week of the term.

In calculating the final grade, each paper will be valued at 20% of the grade,  class participation at 30% and the weekly questions at 10%

Books to buy

The Upanishads, trans. Patrick Olivelle

The Bhagavad Gita, trans. Laurie Patton
Analects of Confucius, trans. D.C. Lau

Tao Te Ching, trans. Gia Fu-feng and Jane English

Chuang Tzu, Basis Writings, trans. Burton Watson

World of the Buddha, ed. Lucien Stryk

Murasaki Shikibu, The Tale of Genji, trans. Edward G. Seidensticker

Course Outline

Week 1:  Introduction


The Vedic Background of Ancient Indian Thought

Week 2:  The Upanishads

Read in the Olivelle translation pp. 34-72,148-176, 232-247, and 253-265
Week 3:  The Bhagavad Gita

Week 4:  The Analects of Confucius
Week 5:  Tao Te Ching I

Week 6:  Tao Te Ching II

Week 7:  Chuang Tzu I

Week 8:  Chuang Tzu II

Week 9:  Life of the Buddha(s)


Read in Stryk’s World of the Buddha pp.11-46, 47-55, 1-10 

Week 10:  The Theravada


Read Stryk, pp.56-65, 143-149, 89-142


Week 11:  Indian Mahayana

  Read Stryk, pp.248-251, 256-282, 283-290

Week 12:  Ch’an and Zen


Read Stryk, pp. 334-342


Supplementary readings from Hui-neng (handout)

Week 13:  Ch’an and Zen II

Read Stryk, , pp.343-362,388-400

Supplementary readings from Zen Flesh, Zen Bones (handout)

Week 14:  The Tale of Genji 


Week 15:  Concluding reflections

Students who believe that they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Access Center (970) 351-2289 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion
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