
Deanõs Corner 

History of NHS 

The College of Natural and Health Sciences was established on July 1, 2005. The result of a 

reorganization spurred by the Universityôs Charting the Future planning process, the         

College was created through the merger of biological, mathematical, and physical science 

disciplines formerly in the College of Arts and Sciences with a pre-existing  College of 

Health and Human Sciences. A fundamental element of the Universityôs restructuring       

activity was the replacement of academic departments with schools, many of them larger and 

more complex than their predecessors, and each headed by a Director. In the former College 

of Health and Human Sciences, the School of Human Sciences was created from the former 

Departments of Communication Disorders, Community Health & Nutrition, Criminal Justice, 

and Human Services. The Schools of Nursing and Sport & Exercise Science were carried 

over from that College into the new College. The 

Departments of Chemistry, Earth Sciences and   

Physics, previously stand-alone units in the College 

of Arts & Sciences, were merged to form the School 

of Chemistry, Earth Sciences & Physics, and the  

former Departments housing Biology and        

Mathematical Sciences were each designated as new 

Schools. A planned 2008 reorganization will produce 

an additional  modification to the physical sciencesô 

structure, establishing a School of  Chemistry and     

Biochemistry and a School of Earth Sciences and    

Physics.  With seven schools and approximately 135   

full -time faculty members, the College of Natural 

and Health Sciences constitutes the largest of the             

Universityôs academic colleges by both numbers of  

academic schools and full-time faculty.  
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Denise Battles, Dean 

NHS Schools 
School of Biological Sciences 

School of Chemistry, Earth   
Sciences and Physics 

School of Human Sciences 
School of Mathematical Sciences 

School of Nursing 

School of Sport and Exercise   
Science 

 

NHS Institutes, Clinics & Outreach 

Programs 

Mathematics and Science   
Teaching (MAST) Institute and 

Hotline 
Region VIII Rehabilitation      

Continuing Education Program 
(RRCEP) 

Retired and Senior Volunteer 

Program (RSVP)    
Rocky Mountain Cancer             

Rehabilitation Institute (RMCRI) 
Speech-Language Pathology and  

Audiology Clinic 

I am pleased to welcome you to the College of Natural and 

Health Sciencesô (NHSô) inaugural newsletter.  With the size 

and complexity of the College and the high level of activity of 

our personnel, keeping up with NHS happenings can be a    

challenge, both to those within and beyond the College.  It is  

our hope that this newsletter will inform and educate readers 

about our people, programs, activities, and accomplishments  

and provide a mechanism for regular communication with 

friends of the College.  In this first issue, we provide an                                                 

overview of our recently-established  College, introduce our newest faculty, acknowledge 

NHS personnel who will soon retire, and highlight some recent achievements by our   

faculty, staff, and academic programs.  Stay tuned for future editions, which will include 

focused articles on NHS students, faculty, and alumni.  If you have suggestions for topics 

or individuals you would like to see covered, please drop us a line.  Thank you for your 

readership and interest in the College of Natural and Health Sciences.   
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NHS Welcomes New Faculty 

With the addition of 

our new faculty, 

NHS currently has 

about 135 full-time 

faculty members. 

The College of NHS welcomed 21 new faculty in the 2007-08 academic year, a number of which are pictured here. Click on the 

names of individual faculty members to learn more about our newest faculty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back row (l-r):  Douglas Marshall (NHS Associate Dean & Community Health), Steve Anderson (MAST Director & Earth Sci-

ences), Alena Clark (Community Health), Graham Baird  (Earth Sciences), Emmett Evanoff (Earth Sciences), Deborah Givray 

(Community Health), Mark Guiberson (Audiology and Speech-Language Sciences), Jeremy Smith (Sport and Exercise Science).  

Front row (l-r): James Stewart (Community Health), Mary Jo Stanley (Nursing), Julie Deutsch (Nursing), James Gould 

(Recreation), Melissa Henry (Nursing), Sandra Strobel (Nursing), Karen Hessler (Nursing).  

Not pictured: Cathleen Craviotto (Mathematical Sciences), Stephanie Fitchett (Mathematical Sciences), April Judd  

(Mathematical Sciences), Joe Elkins (Earth Sciences), and Katherine Johnson (Nursing).  

Recent Retirements 
The following faculty and staff have recently announced their retirements:  Sherrie Frye (School of Human Sciences), Loretta Jones 

(School of Chemistry, Earth Sciences and Physics: Chemistry Education), Sue Kent (NHS Deanôs Office), Kathy Pile (School of 

Human Sciences: Audiology and Speech-Language Sciences), and Nancy White (School of Nursing).  The College wishes them well 

in their future endeavors. 

 

 

The NHS Student Research Celebration honors noteworthy research by NHS undergraduate and graduate students as well as        

exemplary research mentoring by NHS Faculty. The third annual event took place on April 10, 2008 in conjunction with the            

Universityôs Student Research Day and Academic Excellence Week. 

The banquet was attended by roughly 136 individuals from the      

University and community, and a larger number of individuals            

participated in the student poster session. The evening began with 

poster presentations by 28 NHS undergraduate and graduate students. 

These top scholars were selected by their programs and Schools for 

this special recognition. The poster presentations were followed by a 

banquet to honor the value of student research. The evening included 

oral presentations from two student honorees: Michael Bradshaw, an 

undergraduate student in the School of Biological Sciences, and Nissa 

Yestness, a graduate student in the School of Mathematical Sciences. 

Both students spoke about their research and the personal and societal 

benefits of their research. Two Biological Sciences faculty were    

honored as Faculty Research Mentors of the Year: Susan Keenan for undergraduate mentoring and Jennifer Clarke for graduate   

student mentoring.  Dr. Clarke spoke regarding the importance of faculty mentoring. This year's Student Research Celebration was 

attended by several members of Greeley Centennial Rotary and their guests. Greeley Centennial Rotary sponsors the event, and the 

College appreciates its generous support.  NHS would like to extend congratulations to all of the poster presenters, student speakers, 

and faculty mentor nominees and honorees.  Additional details including event photos and an official program can be found at   

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/highlights/student_research2008.html. 
 

Fundraising associated with the event benefits the NHS Student Research Celebration Fund.  If you would like to support this 

fund please contact the UNC Foundation http://www.uncalumni.org/Foundation/. 
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