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Dr. Robin Macaluso, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, has been awarded the National 

Science Foundationôs prestigious National Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) 

grant, given to junior faculty who exemplify the teacher-scholar role through outstanding 

research, excellent education and the integration of education and research. Her anticipated 

$460,000, five-year award ($50,000 has been awarded to date) will be used to enhance research 

opportunities for undergraduate students, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers who 

will work with Macaluso and researchers at national laboratories to develop a better 

understanding of magnetism and superconductivity in intermetallic compounds. That 

understanding in turn will be used to synthesize new magnetic and superconducting materials 

for future use in diverse applications ranging from medical imaging to computer hard drives.  

 
 

 

Nursing student Rachel Rose Jackson has been awarded a $2,500 scholarship 

for the 2011 Students in Service Awards, which recognize college students for 

their commitment in addressing social and environmental challenges. 

Jackson established a nonprofit organization that serves women and children 

living on the streets in Ghana.  Jackson was honored for her work at a national 

conference on service and civic engagement on April 28 in San Diego, 

California.    For additional information: 

http://www.greeleytribune.com/article/20110301/NEWS/703019935/1051&Pare

ntProfile=1001  

 

 

 

Macaluso  

Jackson holds one of the many children who 

have benefited from the nonprofit she  

co-founded 

Adam Wilson, a Physics and Mathematical Sciences alumnus, and his colleagues at Sphero received the Best of 

Show award for a robotic ball that can be controlled with a smart phone application.  To watch a demonstration visit 

http://blog.7touchgroup.com/2011/01/2011-ces-sphero-shows-off -their-rc-sphere-controlled-by-your-iphone/  

 Sport and Exercise Science 

alumnus and Denver Broncos 

Head Athletic Trainer Steve 

"Greek" Antonop ulos was 

honored as the 2011 Fain-

Cain Memorial Award 

recipient at the NFL 

Physicians Society Scientific 

Meeting in Indianapolis. The 

award is given annually to a 

NFL trainer who best 

exemplifies a long-term 

commitment to the NFL, as 

well as exemplary 

performance. Antonopulos is 

entering his 36
th
 season with 

the Broncos.   

 

 

 

Antonopulos at a Broncos game in 

2010 and giving the commencement 

speech at UNCôs May 2010 

undergraduate commencement 

 

http://www.greeleytribune.com/article/20110301/NEWS/703019935/1051&ParentProfile=1001
http://www.greeleytribune.com/article/20110301/NEWS/703019935/1051&ParentProfile=1001
http://blog.7touchgroup.com/2011/01/2011-ces-sphero-shows-off-their-rc-sphere-controlled-by-your-iphone/
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NHS Schools and Departments 

¶ School of Biological Sciences 

¶ Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry 

¶ School of Earth Sciences and Physics 

¶ School of Human Sciences  

¶ School of Mathematical Sciences 

¶ School of Nursing 

¶ School of Sport and Exercise Science 
  

NHS Institutes, Clinics & Outreach 

Programs 

¶ Mathematics and Science Teaching 
(MAST) Institute  

¶ Mathematics Teacher Learning Center 
(Math TLC) 

¶ National Institute for Nursing Education 
and Scholarship (NINES) 

¶ Region VIII Technical Assistance and 
Continuing Education Center (TACE) 

¶ Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP)    

¶ Rocky Mountain Cancer Rehabilitation 
Institute (RMCRI) 

¶ Sport Marketing Research Institute(SMRI) 

¶ Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology Clinic 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

Deanôs Corner 
Welcome to the spring 2011 edition of the 

NHS News! I write to you at the close of what 

has been a particularly active spring semester 

for the College.  We honored in January the 

faculty and staff recipients of our College 

Awards, several of whom went on to receive 

institutional recognition through the Provost's 

Awards of Excellence.  Mid-February brought 

the successful third annual Scrapbook Social, 

which raised over $1,600 in support of the 

NHS Student Research Fund and received 

local media attention.  The following month, 

we celebrated exemplary undergraduate 

student achievement at our Academic Scholar  

Awards ceremony, at which 72 individuals were honored.  A new feature 

of this event was the conferring of a new award implemented by the NHS 

College Student Council, the Undergraduate Student Leadership Award.  

Our 6
th
 Annual Student Research Celebration, held in April, highlighted 

research conducted by some of the College's most talented scholars.  We 

were delighted that many members of our NHS Advisory Board, in town 

to attend its spring semester meeting, were able to participate in this year's 

Celebration.  Finally, May saw the College's annual end-of-the-academic-

year reception at which we honored several faculty and staff retirees.  

 

The close of the academic year is also a time to take stock of the College's 

accomplishments.  Among them are the development and approval of new 

degree programs; as of fall 2011, students may enroll in our new Master's 

in Biomedical Science or M.A. in Sports Coaching programs.  The faculty 

in the Schools of Biological Sciences and Sport and Exercise Science 

deserve kudos for bringing the programs to fruition.  With thanks to the 

College's Awards Committee, the criteria and protocols for the envisioned 

NHS Student Research Program were developed.  The program will utilize 

the capacities offered by the campus' co-curricular transcript initiative to 

enable undergraduate students who achieve specified research outcomes to 

document their efforts on an official UNC transcript.  We anticipate 

implementing this program in August 2011.  Our fundraising progress 

continues, with NHS having bypassed the halfway mark of our $7 million 

goal.  As well, we are delighted to have recruited Christina Nichols as our 

new Director of Development and expect to welcome her in July 2011.  I 

invite you to read about these and other efforts in the pages that follow 

and, as always, thank you for your readership and interest in the College. 

 

 

Best,  

 

Denise A. Battles, Dean 

 

 

  

  

 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/chemistry/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/chemistry/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/cep/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/humansci/
http://www.unco.edu/NHS/mathsci/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nursing/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ses/
http://mast.unco.edu/
http://mast.unco.edu/
http://www.mathtlc.org/
http://www.mathtlc.org/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nines/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nines/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nines/
https://secure.taceregion8.org/
https://secure.taceregion8.org/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/RSVP/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/RSVP/
http://www.unco.edu/rmcri/
http://www.unco.edu/rmcri/
http://www.unco.edu/smri/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/asls/clinic.htm
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/asls/clinic.htm
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/receptions/january11.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/receptions/january11.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/awards/academic_excellence.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/awards/academic_excellence.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/fundraisers/scrapbooking_social11.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/srf_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/academic_scholar_awards/asa_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/academic_scholar_awards/asa_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_council/council_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_council/council_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/src_2011.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/advisory%20board/advisory_board_members_1011.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/receptions/may11.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/students/grad_programs.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/students/grad_programs.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ses/ma_coaching.html
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

College Spotlight  
 NHS FACULTY FIGHT CHILDHOOD OBESITY 

Did you know? 

¶ In the late 1970s, 6.5% of elementary school children were considered obese.  By 2008, that number had 

increased to an alarming 19.6% or almost one fifth of all elementary school children.   

¶ Life expectancy for our children may be lower than that expected by the previous generationðin other words our 

children are not expected to live as long as we are, and this is the first time that this has occurred in modern times.   

We know that genetics play a role in obesity but so too do environment and behavior.  While we may be stuck with our 

genes, we can do something about our choices and our actions.   A number of researchers in the College of Natural and 

Health Sciences are working to make a difference.  Please read on. 
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Health Sciences are working to make a difference.  Please read on. 
 

Drs. Megan Stellino and Christina Sinclair  in the School of Exercise Science have 

looked at the choices that children make in terms of physical activity at recess and found 

that children in general spent an alarming 65% of recess time being inactive.   So how 

can one motivate children to want to be more active?  Stellino and Sinclair have found 

that an effective approach must provide activities that combine childrenôs need to feel 

competent with a sense of autonomy in choosing how to be active.  In addition, 

encouraging cooperation between children pursuing physical activity is far more 

effective in promoting movement than an environment of competition.   It is clear that 

there is not a one size-fits-all solution to promoting physical activity, but one strategy 

that Stellino and Sinclair have explored is access to RAWs (Recess Activities of the 

Week).  RAWs are designed to encourage self-motivation for activity by providing 

children with the opportunity to choose to engage in an activity that is not typically 

available during recess.  Examples can include obstacle courses, circuit courses and even 

mat dancing.  Stellino and Sinclairôs findings can be easily implemented to promote 

more movement in children and could make a real-world difference in the fight against 

childhood obesity.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

Dr. Alena Clark  in the Dietetics and Nutrition program within the School of Human Sciences is interested in 

educating children (and their parents) to make better food choices.  It is estimated that Americans aged eight and older 

eat out an average of four times a week; so in collaboration with dietetics student Megan Ehrlich, Clark explored the 

availability of healthy menu items for children. Clark discovered that while both parents and restaurant managers felt 

that healthier options should be offered, production costs and consumer demands prevented the implementation 

healthier choices.  Clark is now working on a website designed to provide parents with information that will help them 

make healthier choices with their children when the family eats out. Additionally, Clark, Dr. Deborah Givray and 

Dietetics student Mindy Stewart , are studying health from a childôs perspective. They gave students disposable 

cameras and asked them to take photos that illustrate what is helping and what is harming their health.  Insight from 

this study will be used to promote lifelong healthy eating habits. 

 

Dr. Karen H essler in the School of Nursing is investigating pediatric obesity prevention strategies.  Hessler who 

works with Nurse Practitioners (NP), found while NPs believed pediatric obesity was a condition that would lead to 

future health problems, they generally did not consider treatment for obesity in children necessary.  Perhaps the most 

important finding from Hessler's initial study was that NPs reported very few available resources for their obese 

pediatric patients and Hessler's current research hopes to fill in this gap.  She is working to develop a free online 

educational program for NPs that both educates and empowers them to implement obesity prevention strategies.    
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

 

NEW PROGRAMS 

 

College Announcements 

Master of Arts in Biomedical Science (MBS) degree is a one year program designed to provide academic enhancement for 

talented students who already possess an undergraduate degree in the sciences and who want to improve their future 

application to a professional or other graduate school.  

Master of Arts in Sports Coaching degree is designed as a 30-hour online program in response to growing demand in the 

field, notably as youth sports programs continue to expand. Itôs anticipated that the coaching profession will experience 

double-digit growth over the next decade. 

 UNIVERSITY AWARDS 

 
Dr. Ann Bentz, Special Assistant to the Dean of the College of Natural and Health Sciences, has 

been named the 2010-11 Professional Administrative Employee of the Year. Bentz was honored 

during the 40th Annual Staff Recognition Banquet, held April 11 in the University Center ballrooms. 

She was nominated by Beckie Croissant and Sandy Pope with support from her supervisor and 

numerous NHS colleagues and university administrative staff, all of whom praised her outstanding 

performance in her position, her involvement in other activities at the university and in the 

community, and her direct impact on bringing education to life.  

  
Bentz 

Dr. William Hoyt , Professor in Earth Sciences, is the recipient of the 2011 

M. Lucile Harrison Award, which recognizes a faculty member with a 

distinguished career in teaching, professional activity and service.   

 

The following faculty and programs received 2011 Provost Academic Excellence Awards: 

¶ Excellence in Faculty Advisement ï Katrina Einhellig , Assistant Professor of Nursing 

¶ Excellence in Academic Leadership ï Dr. Richard Jurin , Associate Professor of Biological Sciences 

¶ Excellence in Faculty Service ï Dr. Cindy White, Lecturer in Biological Sciences 

¶ School/Program Excellence in Service ï School of Human Sciences 

¶ Excellence through Performance Assessment ï School of Nursing 

 
The UNC Athletic Department honored faculty members nominated by senior student-athletes in recognition of the 

significant contributions these individuals have made to student-athlete achievement in and out of the classroom.  The 

following NHS faculty members were honored at one or more home football, basketball or baseball games for this special 

award: Dr. Patrick Burns (Biological Sciences), Dr. Robert Heiny (Mathematical Sciences), Dr. Gary Heise (Sport 

and Exercise Science), Dr. Ken Hopkins (Earth Sciences), Dr. David Hydock (Sport and Exercise Science), Dr. 

Robin Macaluso (Chemistry), Dr. Kim Pacheco (Chemistry), Dr. Matt Semak (Physics), Dr. Mark Smith (Sport 

and Exercise Science), Dr. Dave Stotlar (Sport and Exercise Science), and Dr. Laurie Walker (Nursing) .   

 

 

 
Hoyt accepting award from Provost Abe 

Harraf with Dean Denise Battles 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/students/mbs_program.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ses/ma_coaching.html
http://www.unco.edu/provost/awards/lucileaward.htm
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 2010-2011 COLLEGE AWARDS 

 Our congratulations go out to the following individuals: 

 

 

 

Excellence in Advising 
Katrina Einhellig  
School of Nursing 

Excellence in Scholarship 
Deanna Meinke 

School of Human Sciences  
(Audiology and Speech-Language Sciences) 

Excellence in Service 
Cindy White 

School of Biological Sciences Excellence in Teaching 
Alison Merrill  

School of Nursing 

Excellence in Academic Leadership 
Richard Jurin 

School of Biological Sciences 

2010-2011 RETIREES 

 

Faculty Research Mentor of the Year, undergraduate level  
Chhandak Basu 

School of Biological Sciences 

The following faculty and staff retired from NHS in 2010-2011. 

¶ Linda Head ï School of Human Sciences                         
           (23 years of service) 

¶ Sandy Pope ï NHS Deanôs Office                            
                   (19 years of service) 

¶ Terry Scott ï School of Mathematical Sciences                       
       (25.5 years of service) 

  

 

NHS Support Staff of the Year 
Ken Cochran 

Instrumentation and Fabrication Services 

 
Cochran 

 
Einhellig 

 
Jurin 

 
Meinke 

 
Merrill 

 
Basu 

Faculty Research Mentor of the Year, graduate level 
Mitchell McGlaughlin  

School of Biological Sciences 

 
McGlaughlin 

 
White 

  

 

Pope and Scott 

 

 
Head 
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STUDENT RESEARCH 

The NHS Student Research Fund was established by the College of Natural and Health Sciences in Spring 2006 to support 

research and research-related travel by NHS graduate and undergraduate students. The fund has been supported through generous 

donations by faculty, staff, and friends of the College, as well as proceeds generated by the NHS Student Research Celebration. 

To date 100 undergraduate and graduate students have been awarded a total of $23,400 in research funding.  

 

The recipients of the NHS Student Research Fund awards for Spring 2011 are: 

 

Jackie Johnson ï Project: Engineering transgenic carrot plants to aid in the fight against malaria  

Cassandra Modahl ï Project: Investigating Viperdae Three-finger Toxins 

 

Brittney Vaughn ï Project: Ethanol exposure inhibits the development of pre-implantation embryos  

 

Rui Fang ï Project: Infared Spectroscopic Analysis of the Effects of Linker molecule and Coating Process on the 

Conformation of Proteins Coated on Magnetic Iron Oxide Nanoparticles 

  

Sean Figg ï Project: Determining the opening of the lapetus Ocean by dating the emplacement of the Kebne Dyke 

Complex of Northern Sweden 

Sharon Sadle ï Project: Paleoecology of the Dyer Formation  

 

Amanda Clark  ï Project: Effectiveness of the Dangerous Decibels Program in Children when delivered with Parental 

Involvement 

 

Kristen Noblet ï Project: What Do we See? Read Time Assessment of Middle and Secondary Mathematics Teachers' 

Pedagogical Content Knowledge and Sociomathematical Norms Preliminary Report 

Nissa Yestness ï Project: Transitioning from cultural diversity to intercultural competence in mathematics instruction 

 

Kristina Moore and Chelsea Pierotti  ï Project: An Exploration of Self-handicapping in Collegiate Dance Teams 

Traci Parry  ï Project: Endurance Exercise Cardiotoxicity                                                                                               

Attenuates Induced by Androgen Deprivation and Doxorubicin                                                                                                         

School of Sport and Exercise Science 

School of Biological Sciences 

School of Human Sciences 

Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 

School of Earth Sciences and Physics 

School of Mathematical Sciences 

 

Visit http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/srf_index.html 

for a full list of students who have received funding. 

The next funding opportunity will be Fall 2011. 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

http://www.unco.edu/NHS/student_research/student_research_celebration.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/srf_index.html
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Spring Events 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

The recipients of the 2011 summer and fall semester Grant-writing Incentive Program (GRIP) awards were recently announced 

by the College.  The awards are supported through the Collegeôs portion of indirect cost recovery funds generated by grants 

and contracts.  GRIP awards are intended to provide selected NHS faculty with a one course buyout during the academic year 

or additional compensation during the summer to facilitate the preparation of proposals for extramural support of major 

initiatives. 

Recipients of Summer 2011 GRIP Support: 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recipient of Fall 2011 GRIP Support: 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

On Saturday, February 19, the College hosted its Third Annual NHS Scrapbooking Social Fundraiser at the University Center.  

The event was attended by 98 croppers, which included UNC faculty, staff and students, and community members from 

throughout Colorado.  Croppers spent nine hours scrapbooking while enjoying breakfast and lunch catered by UNC Catering 

and won great door prizes from local businesses.  Free valet service was provided by NHS Student Council members and 

Student Ambassadors.  Croppers shopped and created projects with scrapbooking vendors and enjoyed a chair massage from a 

local masseuse.  The event raised over $1,600 for the NHS Student Research Fund and was featured in the UNC Mirror and 

Greeley Tribune.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click here for information on the Fourth Annual NHS Scrapbooking Social - Saturday, February 18, 2012. 

  

 

 

 

 
NHS student ï Laurenda Weber 

UNC staff member ï Stacy Sharp 

Spring Events 

Dr. Jan Chaloupka, Assistant Professor of Physics, plans to design, develop, and test a high-speed 

computer cluster.  He will use the cluster to enhance understanding of the ionization of helium in varying 

intensities of laser fields and to develop simulation web applets. 

Dr. Reid Hayward, Associate Professor of Sport and Exercise Science, will evaluate the role exercise plays 

in alleviating the deleterious side-effects of chemotherapy in cancer survivors.  Specifically Reid plans to 

further explore the effects of exercise training and increased expression of cardiac ABC transporter proteins 

on chemotherapy-induced cardiac dysfunction. 

Dr. Judith Leatherman, Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, is interested in how adult stem cells 

stay undifferentiated and how the mechanisms utilized by stem cells potentially parallel with cancerous 

states. 

 
Hayward 

 
Leatherman 

 
Chaloupka 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/fundraisers/scrapbooking_social11.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/srf_index.html
http://www.uncmirror.com/news/college-receives-funds-by-chronicling-memories-1.2007394
http://www.greeleytribune.com/article/20110219/NEWS/702199955/1002&parentprofile=1001
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/fundraisers/2012/flyer2012.pdf
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Fifth Annual Student Research Celebration  

This yearôs Student Research Celebration took place on April 7, 2011 in conjunction with UNCôs Academic Excellence Week.  

The evening began with student poster presentations by 35 NHS undergraduate and graduate students.  These top scholars were 

selected by their Schools and Departments for this special recognition.  The poster presentations were followed by a banquet to 

honor the value of student research.  The evening included speeches from two student honorees: Keatra Nesbitt, an 

undergraduate student in Mathematical Sciences, and Megan Foreman, a graduate student in the Nursing.  The event concluded 

by honoring the two Faculty Research Mentors of the Year.  Dr. Chhandak Basu, Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, 

was recognized as the Faculty Research Mentor of the Year for Graduate Research and Dr. Mitchell McGlaughlin, Assistant 

Professor of Biological Sciences, was honored as Faculty Research Mentor of the Year for Undergraduate Research. Dr. 

McGlaughlin concluded the event by speaking about the importance of faculty mentoring.   

NHS Academic Scholar Awards  

On Sunday, March 27, 2011, 72 NHS undergraduate students were honored at the NHS Academic Scholar Awards for 

their outstanding scholarship, leadership skills, and their promise for the future in their program. Students were 

nominated by faculty for this prestigious award and were recognized among their peers, faculty and administration at the 

University Center in the Pikes Peak Ballroom at 2:00 PM. The event was attended by more than 400 family and friends 

as was followed by a reception.  

 

 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/student_research_celebration.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/academic_scholar_awards/march11.html
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Student Spotlight 

LAUREN NIEMAN, UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT IN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES AND CHEMISTRY 

 Lauren Nieman is an NHS senior who is double majoring in Biological Sciences 

and Chemistry.  In March, she competed for and won the honor to be the student 

speaker for the Collegeôs Undergraduate Academic Scholar Awards Ceremony 

where she provided a motivating account of her time at UNC. 

Nieman recounted her freshman year at UNC as a time that she was focused on her 

academics but during which she was afraid to venture outside of her comfort zone.  

She has since discovered that ñeducation is so much more than academicsò and 

that ñwithout being involved, without going above and beyond the bare minimum, 

students are short changing themselves and not getting the education that they 

deserveò.   

Nieman has taken her own advice and is involved in many facets of the University 

community.  She is a student ambassador for our college, a role that has allowed 

her to meet students, faculty and the community, a supplemental instructor for 

Organic Chemistry, Events Coordinator for UNCôs Pre-Health Professionals Club 

and an undergraduate student researcher working on a project to engineer an 

edible malaria vaccine from transgenic carrot plants.   

Nieman will graduate this May and plans to attend the University of Coloradoôs 

Child Health Associate/Physicians Assistant Program to obtain a Masterôs degree.  

She credits the ñcountless educational opportunities that UNC has to offer both in 

and out of the classroomò for setting her up for success and for helping her 

discover her true sense of selfðñeach of these  experiences has shaped me, taught 

me something new and made me a more well rounded personò.   

Nieman now proudly says that she is a UNC Bear, and that she wouldnôt change it 

for the world. 

 

 

 òmake the commitment to 

get involved.  I promise 

that you wonõt regret it.ó 

 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

 
 Nieman  

 

 
Nieman working in the Biology lab 

 
Nieman in her NHS Student 

Ambassador role 

 
Nieman speaking at the Academic 

Scholar Awards Ceremony 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/academic_scholar_awards/march11.html
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

School of Biological Sciences 

Meet the Director:  Dr. Catherine Gardiner 

Dr. Gardiner has been the Director of the School of Biological Sciences since the Collegeôs 

inception in July 2005.  She has a Ph.D. from Oregon State University in Animal Science. Dr. 

Gardinerôs research is focused on the areas of oxidative stress, toxicology, reproduction, and gene 

expression.    

Gardiner 

Erica Arcibal  and Brianne Broughton, Biological Sciences graduate students, received honorable 

mentions at the UNC Annual Research Excellence Awards.  Arcibalôs faculty sponsor is Dr. Mitchell 

McGlaughlin.  Broughtonôs faculty sponsor is Dr. Stephen Mackessy.     

 

Dr. Mark Thomas, Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences, received a $60,000 grant from The 

Brain and Behavior Research Fund of the National Alliance for Research on Schizophrenia and 

Depression. The grant will be used for Thomasô research on the relationship between schizophrenia 

and levels of dopamine, which regulate behavior and cognitive functions in the brain.   
 

 

The Beta Beta Beta Biological Honor Society's Rocky Mountain Convention held at 

Western State College April 1-3. Five UNC biology undergraduate students presented their 

research: Rachelle Hanson, Ashley Gross, Lindsey Passantino, Staci Peters and Ben Lee.  

Lindsey Passantino (supervised by Dr. Steve Mackessy) was awarded second place in the 

Ecology/Organismal poster session and Ben Lee (supervised by Dr. Tony Schountz) was 

awarded first place in the Molecular/Cellular oral session. Lee has also won a free trip to 

Puerto Rico in May of 2012 to present his research at the National Biennial Convention. 

 Dr. Steve Mackessy, Professor of Biological Sciences, earned a 

$50,480 bioscience grant from the Colorado Office of Economic 

Development & International Trade to further test and analyze 

using purified compounds found in snake venoms in anticancer 

drugs. The grant will provide support for undergraduate and 

graduate students to work on the project. Mackessyôs lab is one of 

a few worldwide conducting biochemical analysis of venoms from 

a select group of ñharmlessò rear-fanged snake species. 

Mackessyôs research was featured during Fox 31ôs evening news 

broadcast on January 11, 2011.  

 

 
Thomas 

 
Passantino and Lee 

 
Mackessy 

Biological Sciences undergraduate student, Nicole Vincelette was awarded the prestigious 

Becky R. Edgerton Memorial award at the Honors, Scholars & Leadership banquet.  The award 

was given for her outstanding work on her senior thesis entitled ñThe Effects of Gentamicin on 

the In Vitro Erythrocytic Life Cycle of the Malarial Parasite Plasmodium Falciparumò.  

Vinceletteôs faculty sponsor is Associate Professor of Biological Sciences, Dr. Susan Keenan.  

Vincelette will graduate in August with a degree in Biological Sciences and will begin a PhD 

program at the Mayo Clinic in the fall. 

 

 
Vincelette 

Abby Davidson, Biological Sciences graduate student, received the Outstanding Thesis award 

from the Graduate School. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Department of Chemistry 

and Biochemistry 

Meet the Department Chair:  Dr. David Pringle 

Dr. Pringle has served as the Unit Leader of Chemistry and Biochemistry since July 2008.   He has 

a doctoral degree in Analytical Chemistry from Iowa State University.  His research includes the 

application of HPLC and GC to biochemical separations, the use of naturally-occurring sulfide 

minerals as electrode surfaces and the development of industrially-based analytical experiments.   

Pringle 

School of Earth Sciences  

and Physics 

Meet the School Director:  Dr. Cynthia Galovich  

Dr. Galovich has been the Director of the School of Earth Sciences and Physics since July 2008.  

She has a Ph.D. in Physics from Stanford University.  Galovichôs research interests include nuclear 

physics, structure and applications of thin films, self-organization in vibrated particle assemblies, and 

physics education.  

Galovich 

Dr. Youngjin Song, Assistant Professor of Science Education, was 

elected to a three-year term as Regional Director for the Board of 

Colorado Association of Science Teachers (CAST). Song will serve in a 

leadership role as a college liaison in the science education community at 

the state level.  

 

A number of Physics undergraduate students recently 

competed in the 5th Annual Robotics Challenge. 

Autonomous rovers compete every year in the sand dunes 

near Alamosa, CO, simulating off-planet conditions. 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

Physics undergraduate students presented the talk Re-Entry 

Experiment Sat-X at the 2011 Colorado Undergraduate 

Space Research Symposium on April 2 and scored second 

out of 18 presentations.  

A poster presentation on the same project was given at the 

Society of Physics Studentsô zone meeting in Laramie on 

April 16 and won first place. Their experiment will launch 

into space this summer from NASA Wallops Launch 

Facility in Virginia. 

 

 

 

 
(Back row l-r) Casey Kuhns, Rob Shiely, Jordan Aken, Maurice 

Woods, and Dr. Robert Walch (Front row) Motoaki Honda at the 

Colorado Undergraduate Space Research Symposium 

Earth Sciences major Richard Zaggle is interning at the Central Colorado 

Water Conservancy District, which manages and protects water resources in 

northeast Colorado. Zaggle collects water samples from ditch systems and 

rivers from Commerce City to Fort Morgan.  He analyzes the data he 

collects in the CCWCDôs in-house lab in Greeley.  

 

 
Zaggle 

 
 

 

  

Song 
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

School of Human Sciences 

Meet the School Director:  Dr. Ellen Gregg 

Dr. Gregg became the Director of the School of Human Sciences in May 2008.  She has a doctoral 

degree in Communication Disorders and Speech Science from the University of Colorado.  Her research 

interests include preschool and school-age language-learning disorders, learner characteristics, and 

language sampling processes, as well as effective teaching strategies for online/distance education.    

Gregg 

Dr. Jamie Erskine, Professor of Dietetics and Nutrition , was elected to the Commission on 

Accreditation for Dietetics (CADE) Board as the representative for Didactic Programs in 

Dietetics.  CADE is the American Dietetic Associationôs accrediting agency for education 

programs that prepare students for careers as registered dietitians or dietetic technicians, 

registered. Erskine also serves as lead site visitor of CORE. 

 
 

Erskine 

Audiology and Speech-Language Sciences major Kayla Howerton received the Top 

Undergraduate Poster Presentation award at UNCôs annual Research Day.   Howertonôs faculty 

sponsor is Dr. Deanna Meinke.     

 
 

Howerton 

 

Dietetics major Mindy Stewart  received the Top Undergraduate Oral 

Presentation award at UNCôs annual Research Day.   Stewartôs faculty 

sponsor is Dr. Alena Clark .     

  
Clark and Stewart 

Dr. Alana Cline, Associate Professor, Dietetics and Nutrition , was appointed to chair the 

Association Positions Committee of the American Dietetic Association.  This 10-member 

committee oversees the development process for new positions and regularly reviews and 

updates existing ADA positions.  It also oversees the development of practice papers. 

  
Cline 

The Gerontology Program co-sponsored the 

Rocky Mountain Conference on Aging 

which was held at The Ranch in Loveland.  

This yearôs conference focused on Elder 

Financial Exploitation: Investigation and 

Intervention Tools.  Susan Collins, Assistant 

Professor of Gerontology, served on the 

planning committee. 

 

 
Collins 

 

Thea Wickey, Doctor of Audiology student, received the 

Outstanding Capstone award from the Graduate School. 



 
 

 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

School of Mathematical 
Sciences 

Dr. Allison has been the Director of the School of Mathematical Sciences since July 2007.  He has a 

Ph.D. in Mathematics from the University of Missouri.  His research interests include differential 

geometry, the mathematics of general relativity, and the teaching and learning of collegiate mathematics. 

  

 

Meet the School Director:  Dr. Dean Allison 

Keatra Nesbit, Mathematical Sciences undergraduate student, served as the 

undergraduate student speaker for the NHS Sixth Annual Student Research 

Celebration on April 7, 2011.   

Mathematical Sciences senior Ethan Twisdale is one of 12 students from 

North America selected for the spring semester of the Independent University 

of Moscowôs prestigious Math in Moscow program. The 15-week program of 

graduate-level math courses, taught in English by some of Russiaôs leading 

mathematics educators and researchers, runs February 3 to May 20, 2011.  

 

 
Allison 

Dr. Nat Miller , Associate Professor in Mathematics, was awarded a grant for $48,570 to fund a 

fellowship for the next three years for a graduate student in the Educational Mathematics Ph.D. 

program.  The project will provide mentoring to the graduate fellow in inquiry-based learning 

methods in the geometry classroom.   

 

 

 

Nesbitt 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

Mathematical Sciences senior Hank Ditton  tied for first place in the 

state of Colorado on the William Lowell Putnam Mathematical 

Competition.  The ñPutnam Examò is a very difficult annual mathematics 

competition for undergraduates in the United States and Canada taken by 

over 3,600 participants at more than 500 colleges and universities. 

 

 

Dr. Anton Dzhamay, Assistant Professor in Mathematics, organized several conferences and special 

sessions in the area of his mathematical research specialty of discrete integrable systems this year. He was 

on the conference organizing committee and special session organizer for the Seventh International 

Conference on Differential Equations and Dynamical systems in Tampa, Florida in December 2010 

and special session organizer for the Seventh IMACS International Conference on Nonlinear Evolution 

Equations and Wave Phenomena at the University of Georgia in April 2011.  In addition, Dr. Dzhamay 

gave research presentations at these conferences.  He is also on the Organizing Committee for The 

Versatility of Integrability Conference, a conference celebrating Igor Kricheverôs 60
th
 Birthday at 

Columbia University in May 2011.    

 

Twisdale 

 

Dr. Gulden Karakok, Assistant Professor of Mathematical Sciences, Dr. Jodie Novak, 

Professor of Mathematical Sciences, Dr. Michael Oehrtman, Assistant Professor of 

Mathematical Sciences, Dr. Freida Parker, Post-doctoral Fellow in Mathematical Sciences, 

Dr. Robert Powers, Associate Professor of Mathematical Sciences, Dr. Hortensia Soto-

Johnson, Associate Professor of Mathematical Sciences, and three doctoral students in 

Educational Mathematics, David Glassmeyer, Kristin Noblet, Sarah Rozner, and Nissa 

Yestness gave presentations on their research projects at the Fourteenth Annual Conference on 

Research in Undergraduate Mathematics Education in Portland in February 2011. 

 

 
Dzhamay 

 
Miller  
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Dr. LaSala has served as the Director of the School of Nursing since October 2009.  She has a Ph.D. 

in Nursing from George Mason University and a Masterôs of Nursing and Pediatric Nurse Practitioner 

Certification from the University of Virginia.  LaSala is an established scholar with many juried 

publications, peer-reviewed abstracts, conference proceedings, and professional presentations.  She has 

received over $2.38 million in funding through grants and fundraising.   

  

 

School of Nursing 

Meet the School Director:  Dr. Kathleen LaSala 

LaSala 

The School of Nursing students had a near perfect pass rate on the National Council Licensure 

Examination (NCLEX) and the Advanced Practice Certification examinations. 

 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

The following Nursing students were selected as 2011 

Academic Scholar Awards on March 27, 2011:  Jessie 

Erbacher, Corinthia Freemyer, Jaimie Klein, Kristen 

Meyer, Robert Mitchell , Rachel Renzelman, and 
Cameron Mastrud. 

 

Megan Foreman, Nursing graduate student, served as the 

graduate speaker for the Sixth Annual NHS Student Research 

Celebration on April 7, 2011. 

 

Dr. Vicki Wilson , Professor of Nursing, and Dr. Rhonda Squires, Assistant 

Professor of Nursing, received $209,000 from the Health Foundation to support 

Doctor of Nursing Practice students and a faculty practice site to work at Sunrise 

Community Health Center.  Students will benefit from the guided experiences in 

clinical practice to the underserved, rural populations. 

 

 

 
Wilson 

 
Squires 

 
2011 Academic Scholar Awards 

 
Foreman 

The Northern Colorado Association of Nurse Practitioners established a scholarship program to 

support UNC nurse practitioner students. 

 

 

 

The Colorado Trust and the Colorado Area Health Education Center 

(AHEC) celebrated the 2011 Health Professions Scholars Banquet on 

March 5, 2011, honoring scholarship recipients Carol Linda Carter , 

Lydia Kay Pyle, Mary Lederhous, Bree Almgren, and Cathy Coram. 

 

 

Dr. Faye Hummel, Professor of Nursing, was 

nominated for the Outstanding Women Award for 

the Stryker Institute for Leadership Development. 

 

 

 
Hummel 

The Student Nurses Association prepared meals for over 60 individuals 

and collected toys to donate on March 25, 2011 as part of a service to 

the Ronald McDonald house in Aurora, Colorado. This is one of many 

service projects the organization provides each year, including staffing 

many 9 News Health Fairs across the state. 

 

Colorado Trust and Colorado AHEC Scholarship 

awardees (left) Coram and (right) Pyle with Nursing 

School Director Dr. Kathleen LaSala  

 

 

Landau Uniforms, a health care apparel manufacturer awarded Nursing 

student Timothy Tobin an ñAwarding the Lives Made Betterò 

scholarship.  Tobin is one of four national scholarship recipients.   
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Dr. Stotlar has been the Director of the School of Sport and Exercise Science since January 

2007.  He has an Ed.D. in Sport Management from the University of Utah.  Stotlarôs contributions 

to the profession of sport management include an appointment as the Coordinator of the Sport 

Management Program Review Council (NASPE/NASSM) from 1999-2001, previously serving as 

chair of the Council on Facilities and Equipment of the American Alliance for Health, Physical 

Education, Recreation and Dance, and as a Board Member and later as President of the North 

American Society for Sport Management.  Stotlar was a member of the initial group of 

professionals inducted as NASSM Research Fellows. He is also a founding member of the Sport 

Marketing Association.   

  

 

Meet the School Director:  Dr. David Stotlar 

School of Sport and Exercise 
Science 

The Rocky Mountain Regional Meeting of the American Society of 

Biomechanics was recently held in Estes Park, CO (April 8-9).  Dr. 

Gary Heise, Professor of Sport and Exercise Science, and Dr. 

Jeremy Smith, Assistant Professor of Sport and Exercise Science, 

attended the meeting with three Exercise Science graduate students 

and the group presented several papers.  Heise co-organized the event 

with colleagues from CU-Boulder and CSU.  Approximately 75 

biomechanics professors and students from Colorado, Nebraska, 

California, Iowa, Montana, and Wyoming attended the conference.  

Topics presented at the meeting included amputee gait, posture and 

balance, sport biomechanics, and musculoskeletal modeling. 

Exercise Science graduate students Stephanie Greufe and Christopher Repka 

received UNCôs annual Research Excellence Awards.  Greufe received the award for 

Best Overall Presentation while Repka received the award for Top Graduate Poster 

Presentation.  Dr. Carole Schneider is the faculty sponsor for both students.   

 
Several Sport and Exercise Science faculty and students 

attended the American Alliance for Health Physical 

Education Recreation and Dance conference March 28- 

April 2 in San Diego.  Drs. Melissa Parker, Christina 

Sinclair, Robert Brustad, Gylton DaMatta , Mark 

Smith, and Megan Stellino all presented papers.  

 

Stotlar 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

 

 
Smith 

 
Heise 

Sport and Exercise Science students Shannon Loveridge 

and Jennifer Morse received PE Major of the Year awards 

from the National Association for Sport and Physical 

Education. 

 

Stellino   DaMatta 

  

Smith 

 

 

Parker 

 
Sinclair 

 

Brustad 
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 Institute News 

The Mathematics and Science Teaching Institute (MAST ) is committed to equitable and systemic reform in the teaching and 

learning of science, mathematics and technology education. MAST, established in 1987, provides leadership and coordination 

for projects and programs to improve mathematics and science education within the University, the State and Nationally. 

  

 

The MAST Institute  is now a STEM Center with the Colorado STEM Network. The purpose of the STEM Network is to 

build a state-wide coalition of businesses, government, education, and community groups to improve STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and mathematics) education for all students.  The Colorado STEM Network brings together key 

stakeholders who are concerned about STEM and the competitiveness of Coloradoôs education and workforce in light of the 

new demands of a global, high-tech 21
st
 Century world. 

 
News from Dr. Steve Anderson, Director of MAST:  

¶  Anderson presented research results on both volcanoes and teacher preparation at the COCONet Geodetic Array Meeting 

in San Juan, Puerto Rico in February. He also coauthored a paper on planetary lava flow development that was presented 

at the Lunar and Planetary Science Conference in Houston in March, and presented an overview of the MAST Institute 

for a special session on Mathematics and Science Teaching Institutes at the annual meeting of the American 

Mathematical Society in New Orleans in January.   

¶  Anderson  is also the PI for the NCAR Research Experiences for Teachers (RETI) program that is funded by the NASA 

Global Climate Change Education program. This program is currently supporting 12 Colorado teachers as they develop 

advanced levels of global climate change science understanding through coursework and a research experience at the 

National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in Boulder this summer. Anderson recently presented results of this 

project at the Global Climate Change Tri-Agency PI Meeting in Washington, DC in March. 

¶  Anderson also co-authored a paper accepted for publication in Geological Society of America Today focusing on the 

development of concept tests in the earth ciences. 

 

 
News from Lori Reinsvold, Director of the Technology Literacy Center for MAST: 

 ¶  Reinsvold was awarded the Graduate Scholar award for academic, service, and scholarly 

excellence from UNCôs College of Education and Behavioral Sciences.  Reinsvold is completing 

her Ph.D. in Educational Psychology through UNCôs School of Psychological Sciences.  Her 

dissertation topic is Power dynamics and questioning in elementary science lessons. 

¶  Reinsvold and Kathy Cochranôs (Psychological Sciences) research paper titled, Power Dynamics 

and Questioning in Elementary Science Classrooms, was accepted in the Journal of Elementary 

Science Education. 

 
Reinsvold 

News from Jerry Overmyer, Outreach Coordinator for MAST: 

¶  In 2010, MAST Outreach Coordinator Overmyer created a social network site for teachers using 

vodcasting and the flipped classroom. Since then, membership has been growing exponentially to 

over 800 members with over 3000 unique visitors per month from 74 countries! Jerry has been asked 

to be a ñtrain the trainerò and present on the conceptual frameworks of vodcasting at the annual 

Flipped Classroom Conference in June. More information can be found at: 

mast.unco.edu/vodcasting.   
Overmyer 

 
MAST Director:  Dr. Steve Anderson 

http://mast.unco.edu/
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

Other news from MAST  

¶  Lori Ball  of the MAST Institute directed the Longs Peak Science and Engineering Fair (LPSEF) on March 1, 2011.  

Over 246 middle and high school students came to UNCôs campus and presented 213 projects.  Ninety members of 

UNCôs community and representatives from industry, business, government agencies, and the military volunteered to 

make the event a success.  Over 30 LPSEF fair participants qualified for the Colorado Science and Engineering Fair, 

and the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair.   

¶  To support the Frontiers of Science Institute (FSI), Lori Ball  secured a total of $50,000 from Adolph Coors 

Foundation, The Mikkelson Foundation, Noble Energy, Inc., and Frank & Gloria Walsh Science Foundation.  Junior 

and Senior high school students, FSI participants, will come to UNC for six weeks this summer to explore science, 

technology, engineering, and mathematics topics, and conduct research in the science field.  To learn more about FSI, 

visit www.mast.unco.edu/fsi/.  

¶  Undergraduates of the College of Natural and Health Science have successfully completed UNCôs Noyce Scholarship 

and Internship Program for Spring 2011.  Funding for these scholarships and internships came from the National 

Science Foundation.  Noyce Scholars, Jacqueline Medford (Earth Science and Physics) and Shannon Swanson 

(Biology) will graduate from UNC in May with a secondary science teaching degree.  They both have received 

interviews for science teaching positions in high-need secondary schools in Colorado.  Tamara Arnold  (Biology) is 

also a Noyce Scholar, and will complete her teaching degree in Fall 2011.  Amanda Godwin (Mathematics), Amber 

Rosacker (Mathematics), Jessica Trujillo (Mathematics), Shalacia Palmer (Biology), and Michael Kelly (Biology) 

have successfully completed the Noyce Internship by providing AVID tutoring to secondary students in the 

Greeley/Evans School District.  The Noyce Program has selected Noyce Scholars and Interns for the 2011-2012 

academic year, and these recipients will be announced later this year.  For more information about the Noyce 

Scholarship and Internship Program, visit www.mast.unco.edu/programs/noyce/.  

¶  The MAST Institute coordinates the Graduate Interdisciplinary MA in Natural Sciences with K12 Teaching 

Emphasis degree.  The degree is offered online to practicing science teachers.  Our 2010-2011 graduates are Ryan 

Miwa  (Chemistry), Paul Katers (Earth Sciences), Linda Cummings (Chemistry), James DePue (Biology), and 

Sheryn Caldwell (Biology).  Many thanks go to the science faculty advisors for these students: Dr. Youngjin Song 

(Chemistry), Dr. Bill Hoyt  (Earth Sciences), and Dr. Rob Reinsvold (Biology).  To learn more about this degree 

program, visit, www.mast.unco.edu/ma.  

¶  

 

The Sport Marketing Research Institute (SMRI) seeks to enrich the learning experience 

of graduate students studying sport administration by conducting field research for sport 

enterprises. Toward this end, the SMRI provides high quality research opportunities for 

both graduate students preparing for careers in sport management and organizations 

interested in the business of sport. 

  

SMRI Director: Dr. Dianna Gray 

The University of Northern Coloradoôs National Institute for Nursing Education & 

Scholarship (NINES) impacts and facilitates scholarly resources and leadership for 

effective, high-quality health professions education in the 21st Century. NINES 

engages nursing educators and scholars in research, professional development and 

policymaking with the Nursing Research Center, Learning Resource Center, 

Faculty Development Center and Assessment and Evaluation Center. 
NINES Director: Dr. Catherine Dingley 

 

http://www.mast.unco.edu/fsi/
http://www.mast.unco.edu/programs/noyce/
http://www.mast.unco.edu/ma
http://www.unco.edu/smri/

