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Dr. Faye Hummel, Professor of Nursing, was named an honorary Professor of the 

University of Pharmacy and Medicine in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam in the summer 2011.   

Hummel has been instrumental in bringing graduate nursing education to Vietnam, and is 

kindly referred to as the ñmother of nursingò by her Vietnamese nursing colleagues.  

 

 

Human Services major Megan Braunschweig was 

the recipient of the UNC Undergraduate Community 

Engagement Award for her work as an advocate with 

a sexual assault victimôs advocacy center.  

Braunschweig has been active in a variety of 

community projects such as the Weld County Food 

Bank, Relay for Life, "All as One" Orphanage 

Fundraiser, and winter clothing drives. 

 

 

 

The College of Natural and Health Sciences would like to 

congratulate Ray Tschillard on receiving two prestigious 

conservation awards.  Tschillard is an Earth Sciences 

alumnus and lecturer and is a member of the NHS 

Advisory Board.  Tschillard, the founder and director of 

the Poudre Learning Center (PLC) in Greeley, Colorado, 

was recently honored as the Conservation Educator of the 

Year by the Colorado Association of Conservation 

Districts for his work at the PLC.  This award put him in 

the running for the National Association of Conservation  Tschillard 

 

Hummel 
 

 
Braunschweig (second from right) with other         

Community Engagement Award recipients  

 

Districtsô Friend of Conservation Award which he also won and will receive in 

January 2012.  Tschillardôs other honors include being the 2008 recipient of the 

Enos Mills Lifetime Achievement Award from the Colorado Alliance for 

Environmental Education.  In 2001 he received the Special Teacher Recognition 

Award and Grant from the Boettcher Foundation and in 1997 was the recipient of 

the Phi Delta Kappa Outstanding Educator Award.   

Tschillard has over 31 years of educational experience working with students of 

all age levels and has been active in developing and promoting science 

curriculums that focus on inquiry based methods. Tschillardôs passion for 

education through outdoor experiences is made possible through the exciting 

opportunities at the Poudre Learning Center.  There are field trips to the Center for 

K-12 students, broad and varied choices of curriculum that can be used in 

classrooms, volunteer opportunities for people of all ages, and internships for high 

school and college students.  The PLC has partnerships with UNC, the MAST 

Institute, local school districts, Caring for Our Watersheds program, and the 

Cache La Poudre River National Heritage Area.   
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

University of Northern Colorado 

Gunter Hall 1000, Campus Box 134 

Greeley, Colorado 80639 

(970) 351-2877 

www.unco.edu/nhs 

  

NHS Schools and Departments 

¶ School of Biological Sciences 

¶ Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry 

¶ School of Earth Sciences and Physics 

¶ School of Human Sciences  

¶ School of Mathematical Sciences 

¶ School of Nursing 

¶ School of Sport and Exercise Science 
  

NHS Institutes, Clinics & Outreach 

Programs 

¶ Mathematics and Science Teaching 
(MAST) Institute  

¶ Mathematics Teacher Learning Center 
(Math TLC) 

¶ National Institute for Nursing Education 
and Scholarship (NINES) 

¶ Region VIII Technical Assistance and 
Continuing Education Center (TACE) 

¶ Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP)    

¶ Rocky Mountain Cancer Rehabilitation 
Institute (RMCRI) 

¶ Sport Marketing Research Institute(SMRI) 

¶ Speech-Language Pathology and 
Audiology Clinic 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

Deanôs Corner 

Greetings from the College of Natural and 

Health Sciences, and welcome to the Fall 2011 

edition of the NHS News!  The fall semester 

has seen a great deal of activity within the 

College, as this newsletter will amply 

document.  Our College was again fortunate to 

welcome a large cohort of new faculty 

members, with 12 individuals joining our 

community.  While the majority of these hires 

addressed vacant positions, some were 

associated with growth, as the College has 

developed new academic programs and/or  

 

 

increased enrollment in existing ones.  Among those new programs, 

a Masterôs in Biomedical Science was implemented this fall, and an M.A. in 

Sports Coaching will be launched in January 2012.  With regard to growth, 

the number of NHS pre-majors and majors has increased a remarkable 29% 

from fall 2007 to fall 2011.  This strong demand for our programming 

provides evidence of the value students see in the College's majors.   

 

NHS students, staff, and faculty made noteworthy contributions in recent 

months in a variety of areas, with many garnering honors and recognitions 

for their efforts.  Among the student achievements documented in this 

publication are an award for community engagement by an undergraduate 

Human Services major, recognition of a physics undergraduate student for 

his participation in a NASA payload launch, and a dietetics student group's 

implementation of a community garden for local-area Burmese refugees.  

Staff and faculty accomplishments included the naming of a Nursing faculty 

member as Honorary Professor by an international higher education 

institution, receipt of a $1.8 million collaborative grant focusing on math and 

science teaching for English learners, and the honoring of a Sport 

Administration faculty member for an impactful scholarly publication.  NHS 

alumni and emeritus faculty have also received well-earned recognitions, 

such as awards for conservation efforts and research on the teaching and 

learning of chemistry, respectively.  Our congratulations go to these and the 

other individuals profiled within on their exemplary achievements.   

 

Please find more about these and many other achievements in the pages that 

follow, and thanks as always for your readership and interest in the College. 

 

 

Best,  

 

Denise A. Battles, Dean 

 

 

  

 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/biology/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/chemistry/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/chemistry/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/cep/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/humansci/
http://www.unco.edu/NHS/mathsci/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nursing/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ses/
http://mast.unco.edu/
http://mast.unco.edu/
http://www.mathtlc.org/
http://www.mathtlc.org/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nines/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/nines/
https://secure.taceregion8.org/
https://secure.taceregion8.org/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/RSVP/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/RSVP/
http://www.unco.edu/rmcri/
http://www.unco.edu/rmcri/
http://www.unco.edu/smri/
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/asls/clinic.htm
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/asls/clinic.htm
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/new_faculty/new_faculty1112.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/new_faculty/new_faculty1112.html
http://www.unco.edu/biology/students/mbs_program.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ses/ma_coaching.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ses/ma_coaching.html
http://www.unco.edu/news/releases.aspx?id=3391&utm_source=November%2018%202011&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=unctoday
http://spacegrant.colorado.edu/index.php/component/content/article/34-featured-studetn/321-maurice-woods-iii
http://www.greeleytribune.com/article/20110615/NEWS/706159960/1051&ParentProfile=1001
http://www.unco.edu/news/releases.aspx?id=3346&utm_source=November%204%202011&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=unctoday
http://mast.unco.edu/programs/mastel/index.php
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 
College Spotlight  

Over the past five years, Dr. Lori Reinsvold  (MAST), Dr. Teresa Higgins (Biological Sciences), 

and Dr. Youngjin Song (Chemistry and Biochemistry) worked together to conduct elementary 

classroom research and provide professional development to practicing elementary teachers.  This 

collaboration also included faculty from programs in two other UNC colleges: Dr. Elizabeth 

Franklin, Executive Director (Hispanic Studies) and Dr. Jenni Harding-Dekam, Co-Project Director 

(Teacher Education).  Greeley, Denver, and Fort Collins schools were also partners in this 

collaboration.   

Because of the strong relationship among the partners and interest in the teaching and learning of 

mathematics and science, the team submitted the MAST-EL proposal to the U.S. Department of 

Education during Summer 2011.  In Fall 2011, the team was awarded over $1.8 million for five 

years for a national professional development program aimed at improving instruction for students 

with limited English proficiency and for providing resources to educators who work with them.   

The program will prepare UNCôs pre-service elementary teachers to deliver high-quality 

mathematics and science instruction to K-5 English learners (EL) in Greeley, Denver, and Fort 

Collins schools.  The program is administered by the MAST Institute. 

Specifically, the grant will provide resources for UNC and its partners to:  

Å Prepare and graduate a cohort of 30 MAST-EL Scholars (UNC Elementary Education and 

English-as-a-Second Language dual-endorsed majors) to effectively teach mathematics and 

science to K-5 ELs and support them through their first year of teaching; 

 

Å Engage and mentor 32 MAST-EL classroom teachers in how to effectively teach mathematics 

and science to ELs; 

 

Å Develop long-term relationships with administrators and teachers at four partner schools where 

exemplary mathematics and science teaching for ELs is modeled and researched; 

 

Å Increase K-5 EL (1,016 students) achievement in mathematics and science as a result of the 

implementation of culturally and linguistically responsive teaching and assessment practices. 

 

 

  

 

Mathematics and Science Teaching for English Learners (MAST-EL) Project 

 
Reinsvold 

 
Higgins 

 
Song 

Dr. Lori Reinsvold is the Program Director on the project.  She is a staff member in the Mathematics and Science 

Teaching (MAST) Institute at UNC.  She has a strong background in science and science pedagogy, and working with 

teachers and children in linguistically diverse schools.  Reinsvold also brings extensive experience serving as a project 

director on federal and state grants. 

 

Dr. Teresa Higgins is a Co-Project Director on the project.  She is an Assistant Professor of the School of Biological 

Sciences. She brings a strong background in science, science pedagogy, and working with teachers and children in 

linguistically diverse schools. 

 

Dr. Youngjin Song is a Co-Project Director on the project.  She is an Assistant Professor of the Department of 

Chemistry and Biochemistry. She brings a strong background in science, science pedagogy, and working with teachers 

and children in linguistically diverse schools.  Song speaks Korean as her first language. 

 

For more information on the project, visit http://mast.unco.edu/programs/mastel. 

 

 

http://mast.unco.edu/programs/mastel
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College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 

 

College Announcements 
NHS WELCOMES NEW FACULTY The College of NHS 

welcomed 12 new faculty 

in the 2011-2012 

academic year, all of 

whom are pictured here. 

 
Back row (l-r): Michael Mosher (Chemistry and Biochemistry), Anurag Dasgupta 

(Mathematical Sciences), Oscar Levin (Mathematical Sciences), Jason Shaw (Biological 

Sciences), Mary Dinger (Community Health), Ann Davidson (Nursing), and Ann 

Hawkinson (Biological Sciences) 

Front row (l-r): Wendy Adams (Physics), Danielle Brittain  (Community Health), Erinn 

Jimmerson (Audiology and Speech-Language Sciences), Teresa Sharp (Community 
Health), and Kathleen Dunemn (Nursing) 

 

             Save the Date! 

Fundraiser for the NHS      

Student Research Fund 

On Saturday, February 18, 2012 the 

College will host its Fourth Annual NHS 

Scrapbooking Social at the University 

Center as a fundraiser for the NHS Student 

Research Fund. Croppers will spend nine 

hours scrapbooking while enjoying 

breakfast and lunch catered by UNC 

Catering, winning great door prizes from 

local businesses, shopping with 

scrapbooking vendors, and enjoying a chair 

massage. Free valet bag service will be 

provided by the NHS Student Council 

members and the NHS Student 

Ambassadors. Last yearôs event raised over 

$1,600 to support student research projects 

and was featured in the UNC Mirror and 

Greeley Tribune. 

 NHS Grant-writing Incentive Program (GRIP) 

In 2009, the College launched a new opportunity to facilitate grant-writing efforts by NHS faculty, the Grant-writing 

Incentive Program (GRIP). Supported through the Collegeôs portion of indirect cost recovery funds generated by grants and 

contracts, GRIP awards are intended to provide selected NHS faculty with a one course buyout during the academic year or 

additional compensation during the summer to facilitate the preparation of proposals for extramural support of major 

initiatives. 

Recipient of Spring Semester 2012 GRIP Support 

          

 

 

 

 

Application Submission Deadline  

Visit http://www.unco.edu/nhs/pdf/GRIP_1112.pdf  for information on the Summer and Fall 2012 proposal deadline.   

  
 

 

 

Dr. Scott Franklin , Associate Professor of Biological Sciences, will seek funding 

to support research on the basic ecology of clonal integration in aspen tree stands as 

it relates to external factors such as light and moisture and internal factor age, to 

document the existing stands of aspen trees in the Arapahoe-Roosevelt National 

Forest based on location, size, health, and regeneration, and to examine the spatial 

structure of populations in the landscape regarding genetics and reproduction. 

 
Franklin 

http://www.unco.edu/nhs/fundraisers/2012/flyer2012.pdf
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/fundraisers/2012/flyer2012.pdf
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/srf_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_research/srf_index.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/student_council/council1112.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ambassadors/ambassadors_1112.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/ambassadors/ambassadors_1112.html
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/fundraisers/scrapbooking_social11.html
http://www.uncmirror.com/news/college-receives-funds-by-chronicling-memories-1.2007394
http://www.unco.edu/nhs/pdf/GRIP_1112.pdf


 
 

 

5 

 

 The Advisory Board of the College of Natural and Health Sciences convened on Saturday, October 22 for its fall semester 

meeting.  Among the agenda items were a welcome by UNC's Acting Provost Robbyn Wacker and a College update delivered 

by Dean Denise Battles, which included an overview of the College's fiscal situation.  The College budget presentation informed 

a discussion in which Board members provided guidance on how NHS can "tell its story" with regard to its efforts to assure 

educational quality despite financial challenges.  An outcome of that discussion is an article appearing in this edition of the NHS 

News.  The meeting also included presentations by UNC undergraduate and graduate students who represent several NHS clubs.  

The students discussed their organizations' various community engagement and education activities and demonstrated several 

such activities.  Featured clubs included the Student Academy of Audiology, whose members discussed noise-induced hearing 

loss and appropriate ear protection; the American Meteorological Society, whose representatives addressed severe weather 

events and safety and demonstrated their portable "tornado" simulator; and the Northern Colorado Student Affiliate of the 

American Chemical Society, whose members provided a series of demonstrations involving common food items.  The last 

group's demonstrations included the creation (and consumption!) of ice cream produced using liquid nitrogen.  An example of 

international outreach by a UNC student was also provided in the form of a video depicting senior nursing student Rachel Rose 

Jackson's work with women and children in Ghana.  The Board members noted their appreciation for the various community-

focused efforts by the College's students.  In turn, we in NHS thank the Advisory Board Co-Chair Sue Gapter-Dority, Vice 

Chair Curt Weibel, and members for their efforts in support of the College and look forward to their continuing contributions. 

 

 

 

Advisory Board Members Term Expiration Date Location NHS School Affiliation 

Brian Davidson June 30, 2013 Denver, Colorado Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Mary Jo Drew June 30, 2013 Portland, Oregon Biological Sciences 

Sue Gapter-Dority, Elected Co-Chair  June 30, 2012 Estes Park, Colorado Biological Sciences 

Jay Hardy June 30, 2014 Ault, Colorado Sport and Exercise Science 

Paul Lightsey June 30, 2012 Greeley, Colorado Earth Sciences and Physics 

Sharon Lee Parker June 30, 2012 Boca Raton, Florida Human Sciences 

John Putnam June 30, 2012 Colorado Springs, Colorado Mathematical Sciences 

Judy Richter June 30, 2013 Greeley, Colorado Nursing 

Wes Sargent June 30, 2014 Fort Collins, Colorado Human Sciences 

Ray Tschillard June 30, 2014 Greeley, Colorado Earth Sciences and Physics 

Mark Wallace June 30, 2014 Greeley, Colorado Human Sciences 

Curtis Weibel, Elected Vice-Chair June 30, 2013 Lyons, Colorado Nursing 

Denise Battles Co-Chair Ex Officio Member Greeley, Colorado NHS Deanôs Office 

 

  

College of Natural and Health Sciences 

 NHS ADVISORY BOARD 

 

http://www.unco.edu/life/stories/rachel/index.asp?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=fall2011

