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Mission Statement:

A nationwide volunteer program,
RSVP invites adults age 55 and over
to use their life experience and skills
to answer the call of their neighbors in
need.

From the Director’s Desk
Spring Fun

Spring is that time of the year when all of us begin to feel rejuvenated by
the hint of warmer weather. As grandchildren and children look for activi-
ties to do with their grandparent, spring offers a wealth of opportunities.
Make time to take a walk, looking for the signs of spring all around: lawns
turning green, new growth on the trees, and perhaps even some spring
flowers peeking out from their winter cover. The smell of spring is all

around and those smells will also stimulate your senses.

Thoughts of spring have to include the holidays and special days of spring-
time. St. Patrick’s Day ushers in the greening of spring, and then the obser-
vances of Passover, Lent, and Easter remind a us of the many fond memo-
ries of family traditions. Mother's Day, Memorial Day, and Father’s Day
are celebrations that all of us have participated in our entire lives. Each
has its own special meaning. There are some very easy and fun activities

that can be done during this spring season:
gardening, hiking, golfing, visiting a mountain town, and bird watching.

However you enjoy this spring be sure to contact RSVP to find a volunteer

activity that can help you celebrate this season.
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http://www.associatedcontent.com/theme/1223/memorial_day.html

Current Volunteer Opportunities for RSVP
Phone: 351-2588

America Reads: Do you enjoy reading? Do you enjoy
helping children? America Reads needs you help! America
Reads is looking for volunteers to read one-on-one with
children ranging in grades from Kindergarten through
Fourth Grade in schools located within Weld County.

Grocery Shopping Delivery Program: This program is
looking for volunteers that enjoy delivering groceries to
homebound individuals, primarily in the South Weld
County area.

Medicare Insurance Navigation Team: This program is
in need of volunteers who are interested in assisting the
Senior Fraud Program through community events or assist-
ing seniors with questions with their Medicare insurance.

North Colorado Medical Center: NCMC has openings at
the East Information Desk on Friday mornings from 8:00
AM -12:00 Noon and one opening for Mail & Flower deliv-
ery on Tuesday afternoons. Both involve quite a bit of walk-
ing and working with the public.

Senior Nutrition. The Weld County Area Agency on Ag-
ing can always use your help with their Senior Nutrition
Program. They can be reached at: 970-346-6950.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

1 Centennial Village reopens 4-30.

1-7 Baby Animal Days at Plumb Farm.

5 Mother’s Day Lunch 11:30 AM, Greeley
Sr. Activity Center. Call 350-9440.

8 Mother’s Day.

9 Cinco de Mayo, Island Grove Park.

14 Farmers’ Market opens, Saturdays thru
October 29, 7:30 AM - Noon.

14 Comedian Bill Engvall, UCCC, 6:30 PM.

21 Say Goodnight Gracie, UCCC, 7:30 PM.

30 Memorial Day observed. RSVP office
closed.

31 Submit volunteer hours for May to the
RSVP office. Also through the RSVP
email address at: rsvp@unco.edu.

14 Flag Day

19 Father’s Day

21 Summer Solstice - First Day of Summer.

24 Greeley Independence Stampede begins
(through July 5).

30 Submit volunteer hours for June to RSVP
office. Also through the RSVP email
address at: rsvp@unco.edu.

RSVP Office Information:
Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Phone (970) 351-2588
Fax (970)351-2581
Email: RSVP@unco.edu
Web site: www.unco.edu/nhs/rsvp

Find RSVP on facebook at

www.facebook.com/
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RSVP Salutes Our Volunteers
Of The Month!

May 2011
Volunteer of the Month
Nancy Robinson

June 2011
Volunteer of the Month
Donna Slack
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Nancy grew up in Florida with a family who loved to read that
set the stage for many of her interests, that continue to this day.
As an RSVP America Reads Partner, Nancy donates time to help
children by reading TO, reading WITH, and listening TO chil-
dren read at elementary schools throughout Weld County. Nancy
has noted that, “The special children we read with often have not
had parents with the time, materials, or understanding of why it
is so important to read with and talk with children.”

Nancy became an elementary teacher in 1964 in Florida, later
earning an MA and many taking doctoral courses at UNC as a
reading specialist. Her final years at School District Six were
spent supervising the District Title One Literacy Program, during
which time the RSVP America Reads Program began. As Nancy
recalled, “I was privileged to start training the first group of Part-
ners.”

Now that Nancy is “retired,” she can work with her own students
and see their delighted faces as she arrives to read and write with
them, and hopefully instill a joy of reading. As Nancy reflected,
“Perhaps some of the children we work with now as RSVP Read-
ing Partners will grow into adults who value reading, writing,
and conversation.”

Congratulations to Nancy Robinson - the RSVP May 2011
Volunteer of the Month!

Donna was born in Washington, D. C. and lived in Virginia until
the age of 12. In 1963, she and her family moved to Colorado.

She and her husband Keith have three daughters, Dana, Cristi,
and Alexandria and eight grandsons. She and Keith have de-
cided they will have to wait for a great granddaughter.

During her working years, Donna worked for the U.S. Postal
Service. For five of her 30 years with the USPS, she was the
Postmaster in Frederick. Donna retired after 20 years as the
Postmaster in Evans.

Donna joined RSVP in 2009. As time has passed, she has be-
come more and more active with RSVP. She is now one of the
office volunteers. She calls to arrange for volunteers for the vari-
ous volunteer requests and helps with the filing.

Donna is also active with the America Reads Program and bulk
mailing projects. Among her non-RSVP activities are: knitting,
reading, “brain games,” walking the dogs, and going on “chick
trips” with her girlfriends.

Congratulations to Donna Slack - the RSVP June 2011
Volunteer of the Month!
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America Reads: A Fond Farewell

RSVP will have a booth at the Children’s Festival & Business Expo on Saturday, April 30,
2011 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Roosevelt High School in Johnstown, CO. The event
will provide games, prizes, and chances to meet local authors. The Children’s Festival focuses
on the ages between newborns and five years old.

I want to say thank you to all of the volunteers, especially the volunteers that worked in the of-
fice and the America Reads volunteers. I was given a wonderful opportunity to join RSVP and
will always remember my experiences. I am graduating with a Bachelor’s in English with a
double-minor in Legal Studies and History and will take a year off before I start on my Mas-
ter’s degree and eventually finish with my Ph.D. in English at Oklahoma State University. The
motto at RSVP is “Lead with Experience.” Everyone at RSVP has taught me something, and |
express my sincerest gratitude. There will be a new student in August that will take my posi-
tion and I am sure that he/she will benefit from the RSVP experience.

Children will always need extra help with their education, so please call RSVP to learn how
you can help children read at 970-351-2588. The suggested reading subjects for these months
are the following: Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, Barbeques, Summer, and Playing Outside.

Thanks,
Jessica Kelleher
Program Assistant, RSVP

“There are many little ways to enlarge your child’s world. Love of books is the best of all.”
~Jacqueline Kennedy

Spring 2011 RSVP Porch Sale
Thursday, April 28, 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Brown Hall 096 in President’s Row on the UNC Central Campus

Come one, come all! The Spring RSVP Porch Sale is coming.
Don’t miss out on this fabulous opportunity to purchase hand-sewn
towels, afghans, baby blankets, and other great soft goods. And
don’t forget about those very tasty home-baked treats. Just what you
need for a beautiful spring day! Tickets for this year’s raffle of the
f2 Sz, Project Committee’s Wedding Ring Quilt will be on sale. Tickets
are $1 each or 6 for $5. The drawing will be on Wednesday, May 4,

\ N&E % h E 2011 at 10:00 AM at the RSVP office.
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The Greeley Museums
need volunteers!

The Greeley Museums are particularly looking
for people with some retail background who
would be interested in helping with admissions
and merchandise sales at Selma’s Store at Cen-
tennial Village beginning in mid to late April.
Please contact Peggy Ford at 350-9217 if you
are interested and/or have questions. Thank you
from the Greeley Museums.

Visit www.greeleymuseums.com for exhibits,
events, research assistance, and museum rental
info. Subscribe now so you won’t miss the next
edition of City Scoop, the City’s monthly E-
newsletter. It's free!

Music Director Wanted —
Keenage Singers.

The Greeley Keenage Singers, a 25 member
50+ choir, is accepting applications for a music
director. This is a volunteer position with the
understanding of weekly practices and perform-
ances.

For more information or a full list of duties
please contact Sheri Lobmeyer, Greeley Senior
Center 970-350-9440.

RSVP’s 2nd Annual
Bingo Fundraiser

Get in on the fun! Come support one of the
largest volunteer organizations
in Weld County!

Play Bingo all afternoon for only $5. Test
your luck with a 50/50 raffle with tickets
starting at just $1 each! Enjoy coffee and
refreshments with fellow RSVP volunteers
and community members! For more infor-
mation, call Graduate Assistant David
Herbstman at (970)351-2588.

(No cash award for a winning bingo but you can
win great prizes!)

When: Tuesday, May 3, 2011

Where: Greeley Senior Center
1010 6th Street
Greeley, Colorado

Time: Doors open at 1:00 PM

Games run from 1:30 - 3:30 PM.
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Why should I Volunteer?
By: Steve Mokray

Now that you have read the article “From the Direc-
tor’s Desk”, 1 feel we (volunteers) understand the
importance of reporting our hours so that RSVP can
get the benefit of all our volunteer hours. Writing this
article to the volunteers makes me feel like I'm
“preaching to the choir.” But I’'m hoping that this
article will add some reinforcement to those who al-
ready volunteer and also to find a way to encourage
those who may have thought about it and need to
learn more about the benefits.

Perhaps the first and biggest benefit people get from
volunteering is it encourages interaction between
people living in a community and strengthens com-
munity connections. The intangible benefits alone —
such as pride, satisfaction and accomplishment are
worth reasons to serve. In addition, when we share
our time and talent we have some other benefits, such
as:
Improve your health — People who volunteer on
a regular basis are proven to less likely suffer
from heart disease, less likely suffer from de-
pression, visit the doctor/hospital less often
and live longer than non-volunteers.

Learn or develop a new skill — Volunteering is
the perfect means to discover something you
are really good at and develop a new skill. It
is never too late to learn new skills and no
reason why you should stop learning just be-
cause you are now retired.

Meeting a diverse range of people — Volunteer-
ing brings together a diverse range of people
from all backgrounds and walks of life. Both
the recipients of your volunteer efforts and
your co-workers can be a rich source of inspi-
ration and an excellent way to develop your
interpersonal skills. Volunteering also offers
an incredible networking opportunity. Net-
working is an excellent benefit of volunteer-
ing and you can never tell who you will meet
or what new information you will learn.

New _interest and hobbies — Sometimes we do
get locked into the “rat race” of life and vol-
unteering can give that escape to everyday

routine and create a balance in our lives. Find-
ing new interests and hobbies through volun-
teering can be fun, relaxing and energizing.

Motivation and sense of achievement — Basically,
volunteering is about giving your time, energy
and skills freely. Unlike many things in life
there is choice involved in volunteering. As a
volunteer you have made a decision to help on
your own accord, free from pressure to act from
others. Volunteers mainly express a sense of
achievement and motivation and this is ulti-
mately generated from your desire and enthusi-
asm to help.

New experiences — Volunteering is a great way to
get a new life experience. Whether you build a
new handicap ramp or mail flyers to raise
awareness for a local charity, you will experi-
ence the real world through hands-on work.

I feel certain that there are other benefits that our many
volunteers have experienced through the RSVP pro-
grams. Our local RSVP office has many programs and
opportunities that can meet a diverse number of volun-
teers, please call the office at 970-351-2588 for further
details and opportunities. The one last reason to volun-
teer is because it “feels so good.”

Ref: worldvolunteerweb.org

Weld County Grandparents Raising Grandchildren
Task Force.

The Task Force invites families who may be raising
grandchildren to the 2011 Spring Educational Work-
shop. The workshop will be on Thursday, April 28,
2011 at the Evans Community Complex. As seating is
limited, please register by April 21, 2011. There is
not cost to attend.

Contact Janelle Aspromonte at the Area Agency on
Aging, 970-346-6952.
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Let’s Welcome our New RSV P Volunteers!

Dean Hendrickson
Zelda Hendrickson

Coleen Bowen

Bonnie Brown

Donald Peters

Catherine Pierce

Kay Cole Ernest Jasmund Betty Pierson
Gail Curtis Helen Jasmund Rosalie Salazar
Carolyn Foster Robert Kreshok Doris Sanford
Andy Fuentes Shirley Landwehr Miles Sanford
Graciela Gomez MaryLou Minch Barbara Ann Sober
Charles Grauer John Paxton Piet St. Jon
Janice Grauer MaryAnn Paxton Betty Stathos
Laura Guerrero Bonnie Peppler Darrell Walsh

Geri1 Wolf
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