
To the Colorado State Board of Education; 
 
My name is Fritz Fischer, and I am a 20 year resident of Niwot, Colorado.  I had the opportunity to serve as 
Co-Chair of the Committee for Colorado Social Studies Standards in 2009. I had the pleasure of presenting 
the standards to the Board in December of 2009, and was gratified for the support the Board gave to all of 
the hard work put forth by the committee.  I am also Chair Emeritus of the National Council for History 
Education, the largest national membership organization focusing on history education at the k-12 level, 
and am Professor of History and Director of History Education at the University of Northern Colorado. 
 
I write to today with concern about the Draft resolution about the AP US history standards that the Board 
is planning to discuss on Thursday, August 14. There are a number of misstatements of fact in the 
resolution that connect to the AP history framework which I will discuss below.   
 
Most importantly, I want to point out clearly and without reservation my disagreement with this 
statement: "In an analysis conducted by APUSH experts, the Framework was found to differ radically from 
the Colorado Academic Standards for Social Studies" 
 
This statement is false in both its letter and in its spirit.  The guiding principle of both documents is the 
idea of teaching students to think historically by reading critically and learning how to understand and 
utilize evidence.  There are some technical differences in the documents relating to their length and 
scope, but in no way would a teacher be "violating" either the spirit or letter of the Colorado standards if 
they follow the AP US history framework.    
 
I am also confused and mystified about who the mysterious "APUSH experts" were that made this 
statement or where they made this statement, and believe that such a unsupported, un-cited statement 
has no place in a Board resolution.  It is unclear why no one contacted me or any of the standards 
committee members as experts on this issue. 
 
As for the content of the APUSH framework itself, let me be clear that I am not a spokesman for the 
standards nor am I in any way formally connected with the College Board.  As a matter of fact, I have 
some academic difficulties with the framework in its scope, length, and its occasionally overly prescriptive 
nature. Yet as an overall framework for guiding the work of AP US history teachers, I feel the document is 
solid and that the criticism of it included in the resolution is unfair and political motivated. 
 
The APUSH framework does not, as some critics have asserted, promote a "radically revisionist" view of 
American history.  In adopting this language, the Board would accept the inaccurate criticisms of the AP 
framework from politically motivated opponents.  The APUSH framework does not exclude discussion of 
the US military; the APUSH framework does not ignore the contributions of the founding era of US 
history.  These are clearly politically motivated misstatements of fact.   
 
The framework asks teachers to promote student thinking and discussion of all of the eras mentioned in 
the resolution, rather than insisting that students memorize certain preconceived ideas about American 
history. This is an area that I have spent a good deal of time researching and writing about over the past 
several years.  I just published a book entitled The Memory Hole: The US History Curriculum Under Siege. 
This book shows the danger faced by history teachers in the schools from attacks by both the political 
right and the political left. Politically motivated anti-historians seek to teach only their version of the past, 
rather than teaching students how to read the past for themselves.   
 
This resolution, as written, supports the ideas of these anti-historians by demanding that the College 
Board change its curriculum to suit a particular political viewpoint. 
 
I'd be happy to discuss this further and would be available to discuss this in person if the Board would like 
me to clarify any of my points. 



 

Fritz Fischer 
Professor of History and Director of History Education 
University of Northern Colorado 
Past Chair, National Council for History Education 
 
 


