GtP Competencies Compilation

Civic Engagement

Competency in civic engagement refers to actions wherein students participate in activities of
personal and public concern that are both meaningful to the student and socially beneficial to the
community. Civic engagement is "working to make a difference in the civic life of our
communities and developing the combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to
make that difference. It means promoting the quality of life in a community, through both
political and non-political processes." (Excerpted from Civic Responsibility and Higher
Education, edited by Thomas Ehrlich, published by Oryx Press, 2000, Preface, page vi.)

Course attribute for this competency: GT-SS1

Creative Thinking

Competency in creative thinking represents both the capacity to combine or synthesize existing
ideas, images, or expertise in original ways and the experience of thinking, reacting, and working
in an imaginative way characterized by a high degree of innovation, divergent thinking, and risk
taking.

Course attribute for this competency: GT-AH1

Critical Thinking

Competency in critical thinking addresses a student’s ability to analyze information and ideas
from multiple perspectives and articulate an argument or an opinion or a conclusion based on
their analysis.

Course attributes for this competency: GT-AH1, GT-AH2, GT-AH3, GT-HI1, GT-SS1, GT-SS2,
GT-SS3

Diversity & Global Learning

Competency in diversity and global learning refers to a student’s ability to critically analyze and
engage complex, interdependent structures and constructs (such as natural, physical, social,
cultural, economic, or political) and their implications for individuals, groups, communities, or
cultures. This competency will introduce students to various concepts toward building their
awareness of diversity and the importance of inclusivity. Through diversity and global learning,
students should seek to understand how their actions affect both local and global communities.

Course attributes for this competency: GT-SS2, GT-SS3

Information Literacy

Information literacy refers to the set of skills needed to find, retrieve, analyze, and use
information. Competency in information literacy represents a student’s ability to know when
there is a need for information, to be able to identify, locate, evaluate, and effectively and
responsibly use that information for the task or problem at hand.

Course attribute for this competency: GT-HI1


https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Civic_Engagement_CCHE_approved.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Creative_Thinking.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Critical_Thinking.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Diversity_Global_Learning.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Information_Literacy.pdf

Inquiry & Analysis

Inquiry is a systematic process of exploring issues/objects/works through the collection and
analysis of evidence that results in informed conclusions/judgments. Analysis is the process of
breaking complex topics or issues into parts to gain a better understanding of them.

Course attributes for this competency: GT-SCI1, GT-SCI2

Oral/Presentational Communication
Competency in oral communication represents a student’s ability to deliver a well-prepared and
purposeful presentation grounded in credible information and organized effectively.

Course attribute for this competency: GT-AH4

Quantitative Literacy

Competency in quantitative literacy represents a student’s ability to use quantifiable information
and mathematical analysis to make connections and draw conclusions. Students with strong
quantitative literacy skills understand and can create sophisticated arguments supported by
quantitative evidence and can clearly communicate those arguments in a variety of formats
(using words, tables, graphs, mathematical equations, etc.).

Course attributes for this competency: GT-MA1, GT-SCI1, GT-SCI2

Written Communication

Competency in written communication is a student’s ability to write and express ideas across a
variety of genres and styles. Written communication abilities develop over time through layered,
interactive, and continual processes and experiences across the curriculum.

Course attributes for this competency: GT-CO1, GT-CO2, GT-CO3, GT-AH1, GT-AH2



https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Inquiry_and_Analysis.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Oral_Presentational_Comm.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Quantitative_Literacy.pdf
https://highered.colorado.gov/sites/highered/files/Competency_Written_Communication.pdf

