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	(Brad)

   I-70 REMAINS CLOSED NEAR IDAHO SPRINGS AFTER AN EARLY SNOW STORM DUMPED UP TO 20-INCHES OF SNOW IN THE AREA.

(Veronica)

   COLORADO STATE PATROL TROOPERS CLOSED THE FREEWAY LAST NIGHT AFTER SNOW AND ICE CAUSED MORE THAN 30 ACCIDENTS.

(sot)

   “We just had to close the freeway. It was just so dangerous out there that we were afraid that someone would get killed if we left it open.”

(Veronica)

   TROOPERS SAY NO ONE WAS KILLED, BUT SEVEN PEOPLE WERE TAKEN TO DENVER AREA HOSPITALS.

   THREE WERE ADMITTED WITH SERIOUS INJURIES.

   IN ADDITION TO CLOSING THE FREEWAY, SNOW CAUSED DAMAGE TO HOMES, VEHICLES, AND BUSINESSES BY SNAPPING TREE BRANCHES.

   FALLING TREES DAMAGED A TRANSMISSION LINE, CAUSING A CHAIN REACTION THAT KNOCKED OUT POWER TO ABOUT THREE-THOUSAND IDAHO SPRINGS AREA RESIDENTS.

(standup)

   “Power went out when this transformer exploded about eight o’clock last night, sending a short back through the power grid and overloading circuits. Power was back on to most residents by 5 a.m., but there are about 250 people who are still waiting for their lights to come back on.”

(Veronica)

   LIGHTS ARE ON AT IDAHO SPRINGS SCHOOLS, BUT SUPREINTENDENT JANE OLIVER SAYS SLICK ROADS WILL PROBABLY KEEP STUDENTS OUT OF SCHOOL FOR AT LEAST ONE MORE DAY.

(sot)

   “It will just depend on how soon the roads get cleared off so we can get buses out into the surrounding areas to pick up students. We will work with the city and state authorities and then will decide by about midnight whether it is safe to send buses out tomorrow morning. But right now, I doubt that schools will open tomorrow.”

   ALTHOUGH MOST POWER HAS BEEN RESTORED AND ROADS ARE CLEARING, MUCH DAMAGE REMAINS TO BE CLEANED UP.

   IN IDAHO SPRINGS, I’M VERONICA SIMS, CHANNEL 6 EYEWITNESS NEWS.

(Brad)

   TO ASSIST WITH THE CLEANUP, IDAHO SPRINGS MAYOR RHONDA SPENCER HOPES STATE OFFICIALS WILL QUICKLY DECLARE THE TOWN A DISASTER AREA, MAKING RESIDENTS ELIGIBLE FOR LOANS AND GRANTS TO HELP THEM REBUILD.

	
	


