HIST 530-012




Course Syllabus

Seminar in the U.S. West


January 16, 2008
Instructor:

Michael Welsh
Office:

Ross 3280-C

Telephone:

351-2223 (voice mail)

E-mail:

Michael.welsh@unco.edu
Office hours:
Wednesdays, 6:00PM-7:00PM




and by appointment

Required Readings


Frederick Jackson Turner, "The Significance of the Frontier in American History."



Gerald D. Nash, Creating the West: Historical Interpretations, 1890-1990.


Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650-1815.


Elizabeth Jameson and Susan Armitage, eds., Writing the Range: Race, Class, and Culture in the Women's West.


Kevin Starr, Americans and the California Dream, 1850-1915.
Reading Assignments

Students are expected to participate in each week's discussions of the readings (see reading schedule listed below), and to write three (3) interpretative review essays of ten (10) pages each.  The essays will be based upon a series of handouts distributed in advance of the discussion periods, and will be worth one hundred (100) points each.  The schedule of essays is as follows:



Turner/Nash:


due Wed. 
Feb. 13



White/Jameson:


due Wed.
Mar. 26.



Starr:




due Wed.
Apr. 30.
Term Paper Assignment


Students will select one of two types of semester-long projects that are due at the end of the term:

· A standard 20-page term paper that is based on primary sources.

· A 20-page bibliographic essay that is based on at least ten secondary sources (at least five books and five scholarly articles).

Students will meet the following timeline for their term papers:


Selection of topic:


Wed. Feb. 6.


Outline of sources:


Wed. Feb. 27.


Oral progress report:


Wed. Mar. 26.


Class presentation:


Wed. Apr. 23/30


Final version:



Fri.
May 8.

Reading/Assignment Schedule
Jan. 16:
Introductions.

Research presentation by Dr. Stephanie Alvarez (8:00PM-9:00PM).

Jan. 23:
Library Research Tour: 7:00PM-8:00PM (Michener 303)



Research Presentation by Prof. Jungwon Park (8:00PM)



Discussion of Turner thesis/Nash, Ch. One.

Jan. 30:
Nash, Chs. 2-5..

Feb. 6:
White, Introduction/Chs. 1-3.

Feb. 13:
White, Chs. 4-7.



Turner/Nash paper due.

Feb. 20:
White, Chs. 8-11/Epilogue.

Feb. 27:
Jameson, Parts One and Two.

Mar. 5:
Jameson, Parts Three and Four.

Mar. 12:
Jameson, Parts Five and Six. 



Mar. 19:
Spring Break.

Mar. 26:
Starr, Chs. 1-2.



White/Jameson paper due.

Apr. 2:
Starr, Chs. 3-6.

Apr. 9:
Starr, Chs. 7-9.

Apr. 16:
Starr, Chs. 10-13.

Apr. 23:
Term-Paper Presentations.

Apr. 30:
Term Paper Presentations.



Starr paper due.

May 8:
Final version of term paper due by 4:00PM.
