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The purpose of this course is to provide students with a working knowledge of the United States past from the nation’s colonial origins until the end of Reconstruction.  Through exposure to major themes, issues, and personalities in this period of American history, students shall acquire a deeper appreciation of the effects of change and continuity, and better discern patterns of consensus and conflict, across space and time.  Students shall also achieve a more sophisticated understanding of the intricate relationship between the past and successive presents—specifically how the former shapes and informs the latter.  Although such observations are applicable to historical inquiry in general, the ideas, people, and events addressed in this class were and are significant to the social, cultural, economic, and political development of this country and to the national identity of its inhabitants.  With this in mind, the following—taken from the title of the French artist Paul Gauguin’s 1897 masterwork—is offered as a mantra as you embark on this semester-long academic journey: Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are We Going?  It is hoped that this class shall supply students with several of the necessary historical building blocks upon which to construct meaningful responses.

Required Readings:
Virginia DeJohn Anderson, Creatures of Empire: How Domestic Animals Transformed Early America.

Gregory Evans Dowd, War Under Heaven: Pontiac, the Indian Nations, and the British Empire.

Christopher Clark, Social Change in America: From the Revolution to the Civil War.

Films/Documentaries:
(Note: All films may not be shown)

Great Inca Rebellion (National Geographic)

Africans in America (PBS)
Unsolved History: Salem Witch Trials (Discovery)
Washington the Warrior (History Channel)

Unsolved History: The Boston Massacre (Discovery)

Lewis & Clark: Great Journey West (National Geographic)
Trail of Tears (Rich-Heape Films)

The Life of Lincoln (IHS)

Assignments and Policies:
Exams: Three exams will be given throughout the semester.  Each exam revolves around a particular historical monograph as well as the scheduled lectures preceding a given test date.  Exams consist of an essay component (based largely on the assigned books) and a short identification and matching section (based largely on the lectures).  Note: Make-up exams will be given only if the instructor is notified in advance and because of a personal emergency or sickness.  Make-up exams, if permitted, will not be taken during the scheduled class period, but only on Thursday mornings (between 8 o’clock and 12) and Friday afternoons (between 1 o’clock and 4) in the History Department Conference Room.
Grades are assigned according to the following scale: 

Three Exams

100 points each
300 points total


94-100%

A

281-300 points


90-93%

A-

269-280 points


87-89%

B+

260-268 points


84-86%

B

251-259 points


80-83%

B-

239-250 points


77-79%

C+

230-238 points


74-76%

C

221-229 points


70-73%

C-

209-220 points


67-69%

D+

200-208 points


64-66%

D

191-199 points


60-63%

D-

179-190 points


below 60%

F

below 179 points

Attendance/Participation: Class attendance is expected; student participation is encouraged.  Although the instructor will not factor attendance or participation into the final grade, how well one performs on the exams generally conforms to whether one regularly attends class, listens attentively, and takes notes.

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments will not be available.  It does not follow, however, that bonus points are nonexistent.  Each exam will typically include extra credit opportunities based on the films shown in class.  Note: The instructor reserves the right to randomly quiz the class.  Any pop quizzes given may or may not be considered extra credit.
Student Conduct: Disrespectful behavior toward fellow students and the instructor (as well as their respective opinions) is unacceptable.  Tardiness is somewhat tolerable; rudeness while the instructor is lecturing or while a student is speaking is absolutely not.  Since students are not threatened with a lower grade because of frequent absences, it is expected that those present shall not indulge, for example, in newspaper reading, computer game playing, internet browsing, and/or text messaging.

Course Schedule:
(Note: Schedule subject to changes)

August 25

Course Introduction

August 27

European Discovery of America: Origins and Outcomes

August 29

New Spain, New France, New Netherland

September 1

No Class
September 3

Film: Great Inca Rebellion
September 5

Profits in the Wilderness: Virginia
September 8

Prophets in the Wilderness: Massachusetts Bay

September 10

Film: Salem Witch Trials
September 12
Religious Exiles from England and English Colonial Expansion

September 15
Atlantic Slavery and the Origins of African Enslavement in America

September 17

Film: Africans in America

September 19

The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening
September 22

The Great War for Empire: Causes and Consequences
September 24

Film: Washington the Warrior
September 26

First Exam

September 29

From Resistance to Revolution: The Road to Independence
October 1

Film: The Boston Massacre
October 3

Declaring Independence: Texts and Contexts




Reading: Declaration of Independence



http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/declare.htm
October 6
Achieving Independence: War and Peace

October 8
Film: Washington the Warrior

October 10
To the Philadelphia Convention: The Rise and Fall of the Articles of Confederation

October 13

The United States Constitution: Rethinking or Securing the 

Revolution?
October 15
The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution: The Case of Thomas Jefferson
October 17

Film: Africans in America
October 20
Fin-de-Siecle America (Part I): The First and Last Decade of the United States?

October 22
Fin-de-Siecle America (Part II): The First and Last Decade of the United States?

October 24
The Republic Redeemed? Jefferson’s Revolution of 1800

October 27

Second Exam

October 29

The War of 1812: America’s Second War of Independence

October 31
“Good Feelings” and the “Corrupt Bargain:” American Politics after the War of 1812

November 3

Film: Lewis & Clark: Great Journey West

November 5
Transformation of America (Part I): Transportation Revolution, Market Revolution

November 7
Transformation of America (Part II): Political Democratization and the Second Party System

November 10

Film: Trail of Tears

November 12

Film: Trail of Tears

November 14

Revivalism and Reform: Responses to the Great Transformation

November 17

Film: Africans in America
November 19

Antislavery Renascent: The Antebellum Crusade Against Slavery




Reading: Declaration of Sentiments of the American Anti-Slavery

Society
http://usinfo.stategov/usa/infousa/facts/democrac/18.htm
November 21

Slavery and Freedom in the Old South: Continuity and Change

November 24

America’s Westward Expansion: Manifest Destiny and Empire

November 26

No Class

November 28

No Class

December 1

Slavery and the Political Crisis of the 1850s: The Collapse of the 

Second Party System



Film: Africans in America
December 3

And the War Came: The Ascendancy of Abraham Lincoln and 

Southern Secession

December 5

War and Reconstruction
Finals Week

Third Exam

