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Course Description and Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to provide students with a working knowledge of the United States past from the period of Reconstruction to recent historical developments.  Lectures will introduce students to key issues, events, and personalities in American history.  Readings and films will do similarly; they will also highlight the varieties of conservatism and radicalism in United States history after the Civil War.  Several questions and problems will thus appear and reappear throughout the semester.  For example: What constitutes radicalism and conservatism?  Who is radical or conservative and why?  In what ways have radical and conservative thought and action respectively challenged, protected, altered, and/or reinforced American political institutions, social customs, and national ideals?  In order to better answer such questions, this semester-long journey will view those historical problems through the much-stereotyped lens of anarchism.  Lectures will establish the necessary context for the texts to be read and the films to be viewed.  They will also equip students to better understand how the past shapes the present, as well as to better appreciate patterns of change and continuity over time.  All of the class media will require students to think critically about the United States’ distant and near past, a fundamental intellectual tool regardless of one’s academic major.

Required Readings:
John C. Chalberg, Emma Goldman: American Individualist (2nd ed.).
Jennifer Burns, Goddess of the Market: Ayn Rand and the American Right.
Recommended Textbook:
Eric Foner, Give Me Liberty!: An American History, Volume Two, Second Seagull Edition
Films/Documentaries:
Sacco and Vanzetti (FR Features), 
Anarchism in America (AK Press)
Assignments and Policies:
Exams: Two exams (a midterm and a final) will be given throughout the semester.  Each exam revolves around a particular required text as well as the scheduled lectures preceding a given test date.  The final is not a cumulative course exam; it concerns only the lecture material introduced after the midterm.  Exams consist of an essay component (based on the assigned books) and a matching section (based on the lectures).  Note: Make-up exams will be given only if the instructor is notified in advance and because of a personal emergency or sickness.
Film Responses: Films play a significant role in the scope and content of this course.  They are thus selected not merely to entertain, but also—and most importantly—to edify.  Students will be required to briefly analyze two films throughout the semester based on a question prompt provided by the instructor.  Film responses will likely be written in class immediately following a specific viewing; the instructor, however, reserves the right to assign a film response as a take-home assignment. 
Attendance/Participation: Class attendance is expected; student participation is encouraged.  Indeed, how well one performs on the exams, as well as the film responses, generally conforms to whether one regularly attends class, listens attentively, and takes notes.  Attendance will therefore be taken at the beginning of each class period.  Students are allowed no more than two unexcused absences throughout the semester (the equivalent of a week of class).  With the third unexcused absence, five percentage points will be subtracted from a student’s attendance grade; with the fourth, five additional percentage points; and so on.  Arriving late to class or leaving class early (without permission) will respectively be counted as half absences.

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments will not be available.  Keep in mind that the attendance grade represents easy-to-get points that have the potential to push a borderline grade to the next highest level.

Student Conduct: Disrespectful behavior toward fellow students and the instructor (as well as their respective opinions) is unacceptable.  Tardiness is somewhat tolerable; rudeness while the instructor is lecturing or while a student is speaking is absolutely not.  It is expected that students shall not indulge, for example, in conversations, magazine reading, computer game playing, Internet browsing, and/or text messaging.

Students with Disabilities:  Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must inform the instructor giving appropriate notification.  Students are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services at (970) 351-2289 to certify documentation of disability, and to ensure that appropriate accommodations are implemented in a timely manner.
Grading:  Grades will be assigned according to the following scale: A: 100-94%; A-: 93-90%; B+: 89-87%; B: 86-84%; B-: 83-80%; C+: 79-77%; C: 76-74%; C-: 73-70%; D+: 69-67%; D: 66-64%; D-: 63-60%; F: below 60%.
The final grade will be based on the following weighted system:

Exams:


70% (35% each)

Film Responses:
25% (12.5% each)

Class attendance:
  5%

Course Schedule:
(Note: Schedule subject to change)

January 12-January 26
Theme:

Reconstructing America: From Revolution to Counterrevolution



Part I:    Presidential Reconstruction



Part II:   Congressional Reconstruction



Part III: The Retreat from Reconstruction and the Road to Redemption

January 28-February 25
Theme:

The Gilded Age and Progressive Era:


Part I:     The Industrialization of Gilded Age America


Part II:    American Empires: The Conquest of the West and the “Splendid




   Little War”


Part III:  Politics in the Gilded Age, 1876-1900



Part IV:  The Progressive Era, 1900-1917: Reforms and Reformers



Part V:    Progressive Presidents: Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow




   Wilson


February 25: First Exam
March 2-April 1 (No class March 16 & March 18)
Theme:

The United States, the World Wars, and the Great Depression


Part I:    Over There, Over Here: The United States and the First World




  War, 1914-1919


Part II:  The Great Depression: From “Black Tuesday” to FDR and



  the New Deal


Part III: The United States and the Second World War, 1939-1945

March 9 & March 11: Sacco and Vanzetti (First Film Response)
April 6-April 27
Theme:

American Society and Politics, 1945-1973


Part I:    Cold War America: From Containment and Korea to the Domino 



  Theory and Vietnam


Part II:   The IKE, JFK, and LBJ Years: From a New Prosperity to a New



  Progressivism


Part III: The African American Freedom Struggle and the Second



  Reconstruction

April 27: Anarchism in America (Second Film Response)
April 29
Theme:

In Search of Recent America: From the Watergate Crisis to the “Reagan

Revolution”
Final Exam Week
May 5: Second Exam (8:00-10:30 AM)
