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Modern Europe:

                                                 3280B Ross; 35l-2954
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Fall, 2009


                                               10:00-11:00 MWF or by appt.

Revolutionary Ireland deals with the critical period in Irish history from the 17th century to the present, a time that has seen the transformation of this Celtic country through conquest, settlement, uprisings, emigration, social and cultural upheaval, revolution, and economic change, and has witnessed the emergence of contemporary Ireland, with its political troubles and its contemporary economic revitalization.  Necessarily, we will deal extensively with English-Irish relations, but we will also examine internal changes in depth.  Naturally, we will have to spend a lot of time on politics, but we will also explore extensively the social, economic, and cultural developments of the period.  Although I will lecture often, there will also be class discussions, films and musical presentations, all of which will be important.  

Requirements  

You will take two essay exams.  You will also write a 12 page research paper, about which I will provide detailed instructions in week 2.  This paper will be due on Monday, Nov. 9; late papers will be docked one grade and no paper will be accepted after Monday, Nov. 16.  In addition, you will be expected to write a reaction paper of 3 pages on an Ireland-related activity of your choice; papers on plays, concerts, films, television programs, or relatives' experiences in Ireland or emigrating from Ireland are some possibilities. You may not write a book review for this assignment. You also will be expected to attend and participate actively in the discussions on assigned readings, an important and careful noted activity.

Course grades for HIST 389 will be calculated approximately as follows:






Midterm exam            15%






Final exam
            25%






Research paper
30%

Discussions
            20%






Reaction paper            10%


Like all courses in the History Department, this course will include + and - grading.  There will be no A+ grades given.  For this class, an A will be considered to be the equivalent of 100 to 93, an A- 92 to 90, a B+ 89 to 87, a B 86 to 83, a B- 82 to 80, a C+ 79 to 77, a C 76 to 73, a C- 72 to 70, a D+ 69 to 67, a D 66 to 63, a D-62 to 60, and an F below 60.  There will be no F+ grades given.

If you have to miss class for more than two sessions, be sure to get in touch with me.  If you have a disability and believe that you will need accommodation in this class you are encouraged to contact the Disability Access Center (351-2289).  You should also inform me, with verification, of any special needs you may have.

Note:  Using cell phones, texting, or twittering during class time is not acceptable, and you may be asked to leave if you persist.

Books to buy
The books for the course are available at the Book Stop, 16th St. and 10th Ave., or can be purchased at any other book store, or online.

Christine Kinealy.
A New History of Ireland

Hasia R. Diner.           Erin’s Daughters in America
John P. Harrington.    Modern Irish Drama
Frank McCourt.          Angela’s  Ashes.

John Conroy.
          Belfast Diary
Colm Toibin
          Brooklyn

Other readings will be placed on reserve.

Lecture and Discussion Topics, Readings, and Assignments
Week 1 (Aug. 24-28)


Introduction to Ireland


Christine Kinealy, A New History of Ireland, Introduction & chapters 1-4

Week 2 (Aug. 31-Sept. 4)


 
The tumultuous 17th century

Kinealy, chapter 5

Week 3 (Sept. 9-11)

Ascendancy and revolution:  the 18th century



Kinealy, chapter 6 and chapter 7 to page 145

Public Record Office, “The Rebellion of 1798” (required on reserve)


Kirby Miller, Out of Ireland (recommended, on reserve)

Week 4 (Sept. 14-18)


Union, anglicization, and Irish response


Kinealy, rest of chapter 7

Brian Friel, "Translations", from Harrington, Modern Irish Drama 

Week 5 (Sept. 21-25)


The Famine 


Kinealy, chapter 8 to page 174

Public Record Office, "The Famine, Ireland 1845-51" (required, on reserve)


Out of Ireland (recommended, on reserve)

Week 6 (Sept. 28-Oct. 2))


The emigration and the emergence of Irish-America


Kinealy, rest of chapter 8

Hasia Diner, Erin's Daughters in America

Out of Ireland, (recommended, on reserve)

Week 7 (Oct. 5-9)


Social and cultural change

Douglas Hyde, "On the Necessity of De-Anglicizing Ireland" (on reserve)


J. M. Synge, "Riders to the Sea" and W. B. Yeats, "Cathleen ni Houlihan", from


Harrington, Modern Irish Drama
Midterm Exam, Monday, Oct. 5

Week 8 (Oct.  12-16)


The Land League and "Home Rule"


"Selection of Irish Poems," by Thomas Moore, Thomas Davis, Lady Gregory,


W. B. Yeats (required, on reserve)


G. B. Shaw, "John Bull's Other Island," from Harrington

Week 9 (Oct. 19-23)


Loyalism, nationalism, and cultural conflict


Kinealy, chapter 9, page 189 to 200


J. M. Synge, "The Playboy of the Western World," from Harrington


Edward Carson, "The Case for Ulster," John Redmond, "The Case Against 



Ulster " (required, on reserve)

Week 10 (Oct. 26-30)


War, revolution, civil war


Kinealy, rest of chapter 9


Frank O'Connor, "Guests of the Nation" (required, on reserve)

Sean O'Casey, "Juno and the Paycock," from Harrington

Out of Ireland (recommended, on reserve)


Reaction papers due Monday, Oct. 26

Week 11 (Nov. 2-6)


Ireland reconstructs itself


Kinealy, chapter 10


Brendan Behan, "The Quare Fellow," from Harrington

Frank McCourt, Angela's Ashes

R. F. Foster, "Selling Irish Childhoods," in The Irish Story:  Telling Tales and               



Making it Up in Ireland (required, on reserve)

Week 12 (Nov. 9-13)


The two Irelands, change and stasis


Kinealy, chapter 11


Colm Toibin, Brooklyn

Research paper due Monday, Nov. 9

Week 13 (Nov. 16-20)


Ulster:  civil rights, civil war, and terrorism

 John Conroy, Belfast Diary
William Pfaff, "Reflections:  The Dimensions of 



Terror"  (required, on reserve)

Week 14 (Nov. 23)

The "new Ireland" and the "Celtic tiger"


Kinealy, chapter 12
Week 15 (Nov. 30-Dec. 4)


Ireland and the Irish:  Past and Present, Image and Reality


Maureen Dezell, Irish America, chapter 7 "The Changing Church" and



chapter 9 "Irish America Coming into Clover" (required, on reserve)

R. F. Foster, The Irish Story, chapter 1 "The Story of Ireland" & chapter 2 

"Theme Parks and Histories" (required, on reserve)

Week 16 (Dec. 7-11)


Final Exam, Tuesday, Dec. 8, 1:30-4:00

The Research Paper:  History 370 Revolutionary Ireland
1. The paper will be a 12 page research paper, based on one of the possible topics listed in these guidelines or on a topic of your choosing.  Topics should be described in a two to three page prospectus with short bibliography (approx. 10 titles) to be submitted in week 4.  However, you will need more than 10 titles for the research paper itself, and not less.  Internet sites are permissible in the bibiliography only if they lead you to primary documents you will need for your paper; otherwise avoid them.  If you list an internet resource in your bibiliography you will need to briefly justify it.

2. Do not submit a paper in History 370 that you have already submitted in another semester in another class or plan to submit to another class this semester (a form of “double-dipping”).  If you would like to work on a topic related to work in another class see me, but remember that the papers you produce for the two classes cannot be identical or share wording.

3.  The paper is due on Monday, Nov. 9; late papers will be docked one grade and no paper will be accepted after Monday, Nov. 16.

4. The paper will be typed or computer generated and clearly printed.

5. Your noting and bibliographic guide should be the History Department's

A Short Manual of Style, available at the department (cost $3).

6.  You have to provide both notes and bibliography; neither is optional, and any paper handed in without either will be handed back and treated as late.

7. In the introduction to your paper you will need to indicate the thesis you are trying

to prove or the problem you are trying to unravel

8. The paper should have a clear beginning, developmental section, and conclusion, and will be judged accordingly.

9. You may, if you wish, show me a first draft of your paper for my evaluation; if you choose to do so you should show it to me no later than one week before the paper’s due date.

10. Some important rules of noting:

a. You must note both direct quotes and ideas and information from a text          which you do not choose to quote.  It is not enough to note quotes alone.

b. When you quote in the text of your paper you must use quotation marks at the beginning and at the end of the passage you are quoting.  (You may use a block quote instead if the quote you plan to include is long, and block quotes should not have quotation marks.) Moreover, this must be a continuous passage unless you indicate it is not by three dots...You may not “quote” passages as if they were continuous from two separate places in a book or document.

c. Quoting is appropriate, as long as quotes are noted.  However, you do not want to make your paper a string of quotes; quote occasionally to back up important points.  Most of the paper should be in your own words.

d. When you are using an author's ideas, and you do not want to quote,you will need to summarize the author in your own words (a"paraphrase").  Just changing a word or two of her/his text is not enough; you need to express the idea anew.  Be sure to note the paraphrase, so that you can credit the author who originally expressed the idea you have borrowed.  A paraphrase cannot be in the first person, even if the original is.


e. Be sure that your noting is consistent and follows prescribed style.  If you are in doubts about noting, consult me.

7.  It is History Department policy that plagiarism is not acceptable and can result in failure, either for the assignment or for the entire course.  Most simply stated, plagiarism is the knowing and intentional use of material not your own without acknowledging the source.

Revolutionary Ireland:  Possible Paper Topics
The Irish Community of Ulster and the Impact of Ulster Plantation

The Protestant Community of Ulster, 1603-1690

The Reformation in Ireland and the Establishment of the Church of Ireland

The Irish Revolt of 1641-1650

The Cromwellian Land Settlement

The Persistence of Gaelic Culture in the 17th and 18th Centuries

Turlough O'Carolan and 18th Century Gaelic Music

The Impact of the Penal Laws on Irish Catholics

Protestant Dissenters in 18th Century Ireland

The Catholic Church in 18th Century Ireland

Jonathan Swift as an Irish Writer

The Society of the Anglo-Irish Ascendancy in the 18th Century

The United Irishmen and the Revolt of 1798

Land and Tenancy in Ulster in the Early 19th Century

The Struggle for Catholic Emancipation

Daniel O'Connell and the Development of Mass Politics in the 19th Century

The Social Impact of the Great Famine on the West of Ireland

Irish Emigration to the United States in the Late 19th Century

The Land League Campaign of the 1880s

The Irish Republican Brotherhood in Ireland before 1916

Anti-British Organizing among Irish-Americans in the Late 19th Century

The Gaelic League and the Revival of the Irish Language

Education and Anglicization in Late 19th Century Ireland

The Literary Revival of the Late 19th Century

The Controversy over the Dramas of J. M. Synge

Labor and Nationalism in the Early 20th Century

The Language Issue in the Early 20th Century

Land Reform and the Irish Peasantry, 1881 to 1903

Cultural Change and Continuity in the West of Ireland

Women Activists in the Anglo-Irish War, 1919-1922

The Development of Ulster Unionism, 1886-1922

Social Change in Ireland between the Wars

The Political Impact of the Catholic Church in the Irish Republic

The IRA from the Civil War to the Civil Rights Movement, 1923-1969

Irish Neutrality in World War II

The Decline of the Gaeltacht

The Persistence of Poverty in Ireland

Post-War Irish Theatre

Social Conservatism and Women's Rights in Post-War Ireland

Tourism and Irish Development 

Terrorism and Political Deadlock:  the IRA, the UVF, and Britain

The “Celtic Tiger”:  Economic Resurgence in Ireland  

The Decline of Catholic Observance in Ireland 

Peacemaking in Northern Ireland Since 1990

