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Tudor Stuart Britain deals with the crucial period in history when Britain re-fashioned  herself into a nation of world stature in politics, economics, and culture.  Politically, Britain was first unified and strengthened by rulers like Henry VIII and Elizabeth I and then transformed by debate, controversy, and civil war into the first "constitutional monarchy" in European history.  Economically, the country developed from a European backwater into a commercial and trading powerhouse.  Culturally, Britain experienced her most important flowering up to that time, with remarkable achievements in literature (drama, poetry) and architecture.  British society also saw significant changes, with the rise of the gentry and the merchant social groups.  Through lectures, discussions, films, and slide presentations we will explore the flavor, character, and achievements of the 16th and 17th centuries.

Course Requirements

You will write two essay exams, a midterm on October 12 and a final on December 11.  You will write a reaction paper of 3 pages on a topic of British cultural interest from the period, preferably a performance of a play or a work of music or a film.  You will prepare a research paper of 12 pages, based on instructions I will pass out in week 2.  

The paper is due on Nov. 16; late papers will be docked one grade and no paper will be accepted after Monday, Nov. 23.  You will also be expected to prepare for, attend, and participate in class discussions.

The approximate value of the requirements will be as follows:



Midterm Exam
20%






Final Exam

30%





Research Paper
25%




Reaction Paper
10%




Discussions

15%




Like all courses in the History Department, this course will include + and - grading.  There will be no A+ grades given.  For this class, an A will be considered to be the equivalent of 100 to 93, an A- 92 to 90, a B+ 89 to 87, a B 86 to 83, a B- 82 to 80, a C+ 79 to 77, a C 76 to 73, a C- 72 to 70, a D+ 69 to 67, a D 66 to 63, a D-62 to 60, and an F below 60.  There will be no F+ grades given.

Other Expectations

There must be no cell-phoning, e-mailing, texting, or twittering during class periods.

If during the semester you develop an illness or face an emergency which leads you to miss a full week or more of class, you will need to contact me by phone or e-mail well before you return.  I need to know what is happening to you in connection with class attendance and class work.  Students with disabilities who believe you may need special accommodation in this class are expected to contact the Disability Access Center (351-2289).  You should also inform me, with verification, of any special needs you may have.

Verification is important, as I cannot make informal accommodations; I need to know formally what challenges you may be facing so that I can help.

Books to Buy

These are available at the Bookstop (16th St. and 10th Ave.), Barnes & Noble University

Bookstore, or online.

Lacey Baldwin Smith, This Realm of England 

L. B. Smith and Jean Reeder Smith (eds.), The Past Speaks 

Susan Doran, Queen Elizabeth I
Eamon Duffy, The Voices of Morebath
Paul Seaver, Wallington’s World
Weekly Themes and Assignments

Week 1 (Aug. 24-28)


Introduction


Smith, This Realm of England, chapters 1-3

Week 2 (Aug. 31-Sept. 4)


The turmoil of the 15th century:  society, monarchy, and church


Smith and Smith, The Past Speaks, chapters 7-9 (specific readings to be assigned)

Week 3 (Sept. 9-11)


The coming of the Tudors:  a new polity and a new society?


This Realm, chapters 4 & 5


Past Speaks, chapter 10

Week 4 (Sept. 14-18)


Henry VIII and the English Reformation


This Realm, chapters 6 & 7


Past Speaks, chapter 11


Preliminary paper descriptions (prospecti) due 

Week 5 (Sept.21-25)


Religion and succession


This Realm, chapter 8


Past Speaks, chapter 13

Week 6 (Sept. 28-Oct. 2)


Elizabeth, the Armada, and the "golden age"


This Realm, chapter 9


Past Speaks, chapter 12



Susan Doran, Queen Elizabeth I
Week 7 (Oct. 5-9)


The queen challenged


This Realm, chapter 10


Past Speaks, chapter 14


Eamon Duffy, The Voices of Morebath
Week 8 (Oct. 12-16)


Society and culture


This Realm, chapter 11


Midterm Exam, Monday, Oct. 12
Week 9 (Oct. 19-23)


The Stuarts and the making of a crisis


This Realm, chapter 12


Paul Seaver, Wallington’s World
Week 10 (Oct. 26-30)


Revolution, civil war, social and religious change


This Realm, chapter 13


Past Speaks, chapter 15


Reaction papers due, Monday, Oct. 26

Week 11 (Nov. 2-6)


The republican experiment


Past Speaks, chapter 16

Week 12 (Nov. 9-13)


The restoration and the search for balance


This Realm, chapter 14

Week 13 (Nov. 16-20)


Restoration culture and thought


Past Speaks, chapter 17


Research papers due, Monday, Nov. 16


Week 14 (Nov. 23)


The revolution of 1688


This Realm, chapter 15

Week 15 (Nov. 30-Dec. 4)



Constitutional monarchy and social oligarchy

Week 16 (Dec. 10-14)

Final Exam, Friday. Dec. 11, 8:00-10:30



The Research Paper:  History 368 Tudor Stuart Britain

1. The paper will be a 12-page research paper, based on one of the possible topics listed on the next page or on a topic or your own

2. When you have decided on a topic, submit a two-page prospectus (paper description) with a ten-item bibliography, sometime between now and the end of week 4 (Sept. 18).  The prospectus is preliminary and will not be graded, but I may ask you to see me for a consultation about the project after I return the prospectus.

3. Papers will be due on Monday, Nov. 16.  Late papers will be docked one grade and no late paper will be accepted after Monday, Nov. 23.

4. Your paper should be computer-generated or clearly typed.

5. Your noting and bibliographic guide will be the History Department's manual of style, available for $3 from the office manager or a work-study student at the office.

6. Do not submit to this class a paper you have submitted or plan to submit to another class.  This is double-dipping (trying to get credit twice for one piece of work) and is not acceptable.

7.  In the introduction to your paper you will need to indicate the thesis you are trying to prove or the problem you are trying to unravel.

8.  The paper should have a clear beginning, development, and conclusion and will be judged accordingly.

9. You may, if you wish, show me a first draft of your paper; if you choose to do so, you

should show it to me no later than one week before the due date for the paper.

10. Some important rules of noting:

a. Note both direct quotes and ideas and information from a text which you do not choose to quote.  It is not enough to note quotes only.


b. Quoting is appropriate, but do not make the paper a string of quotes.  Most of it


should be in your own words.


c. You must quote contiguous passages.  Do not cobble together bits of writing 


from different pages into one quote.  Learn to use the ellipsis.


d. When you are using an author's ideas and you do not want to quote, you will 


need to summarize in a paraphrase.  Just changing a word or two of her/his


prose is not enough; you need to express the idea anew.  Be sure to note.


e. Research papers handed in without notes or bibliography will be handed back


right away to be finished, and will be subject to deadline penalties.


f. Be sure that your noting is consistent and follows prescribed style.

7. It is History Department policy that plagiarism is unacceptable and can result in failure for the assignment or even for the course.  Most simply stated, plagiarism is the knowing and intentional use of material not your own without noting the source.

Tudor Stuart Britain:  Suggested Topics
The Political Crisis of Royal Government in the Late 15th Century

The Paston Family and Social Change in the Late 15th Century

Changes in the English Economy in the 16th Century

Poverty, Crime and Vagrancy in the 16th Century

The Early Development of the Church of England as a Via Media
English-Scots Relations in the 16th Century

Challenges of Queenship:  Mary of Scots and Elizabeth of England 

English Catholics under Elizabeth

Tudor Wales

The Spanish Challenge to Elizabethan Rule

Popular Revolt in the 16th Century

The Reformation and Public Order

Styles and Substances:  the Rulerships of Elizabeth I and James I

Lowlands and Highlands in Reformation Scotland

Literature as a Reflection of Society in Elizabethan England

The Financial Crisis of the Monarchy under James I and Charles I

The Status of Women in Renaissance England (or Scotland)

Puritans and Puritanism, 1603-1640

The Causes of the Civil War

Scotland in the British Civil War

The Irish Confederation of Kilkenny during the Civil War

New England Colonization, 1620-1660

Independency in Religious Belief and Practice in England and Wales, 1640-1660

The Military during the Commonwealth and Protectorate

Irish Resistance to English Control in Tudor Times

The "Ulster Plantation" and English Policy in Ireland, 1607-1641

The Development of Theatre in Tudor Times

The Education of the Young in the 16th Century (in the 17th Century)

The Concept and Practice of "Freedom of the Press" in the 17th Century

The Sea in British Economic Policy and/or Military Strategy in Tudor or Stuart Times

The Growth of London in Tudor Times (or Stuart Times)

The Early British Slave Trade to 1660

British Science After the Restoration

Tudor Sports and Pastimes

The British Languages in Tudor-Stuart Times (could focus on Welsh or Scots Gaelic)

Changes in Farming Practices in Tudor-Stuart Times

The Emergence of Presbyterianism in Scotland

Enclosure as an Issue in English Politics

The Problem of the Poor in Tudor Times

