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African Civilization is a survey of the history of the African peoples from medieval times to the present, dealing with such themes as traditional society and politics, African religious expression, the relations of Africans to the environment, the impact of the slave trade, the effects of European conquest and colonial rule, African independence, and the contemporary challenges facing the continent.  We will explore these themes through lectures, discussions, slide presentations, and films. As a survey course, this class will move quickly, so you will need to attend regularly and keep up with the reading.

Please note:  This course provides content necessary to enable secondary licensure students to address the K-12 Model Content Standards in History, Civics, Geography, and Economics.
Requirements:  The Basics
There will be three exams of equal value, each covering 1/3 of the course, and their dates are noted in this syllabus.  There will also be four short-answer quizzes; I will drop the grade of your worst quiz and count the three others.  I will give makeup exams or quizzes only under unusual circumstances.  There will be a seven page book review, for which I will provide instructions at the beginning of week 2.  Book reviews handed in after the time they are due will be penalized one grade for lateness, and no paper will be accepted later than one week after the due date.  In addition to the other expectations of the course, you should prepare for, attend, and participate in class discussions, which will be held at least once a week.  Grades for the course will be calculated approximately as follows:


Exams

45% (15% each)


Quizzes
15% (5% each)


Book review
25%


Discussions  
15%

Like all courses in the History Department, this course will include + and - grading.  There will be no A+ grades given.  For this class, an A will be considered to be the equivalent of 100 to 93, an A- 92 to 90, a B+ 89 to 87, a B 86 to 83, a B- 82 to 80, a C+ 79 to 77, a C 76 to 73, a C- 72 to 70, a D+ 69 to 67, a D 66 to 63, a D-62 to 60, and an F below 60.  There will be no F+ grades given.

Requirements:  Explanation of Expectations

The three exams will test writing competency, grasp of content, and critical thinking ability.  The first section of all exams will be identification of terms (ranging from "Niger River" to "polygyny").  For each term you will write a paragraph explaining its meaning and significance, including its importance to understanding the section of African history the exam covers.  Each paragraph must be grammatically-correct, accurate in content, and persuasive.  The second section of the exams will be an essay asking you to discuss and analyze course material from lectures, readings, and the documentary films. As a primary document crucial to the understanding of medieval Africans' values and worldview, Sundiata is critical and you can certainly expect a question on it.  For example, you may be asked the following question:  "How does the oral tradition Sundiata demonstrate the role of history in traditional Mandinka society?  How is the Mandinka conception of history and its role in society similar and different from the conception and role of history in the United States today?" You may also be asked to analyze the meaning of a quote from Sundiata, such as, "The silk-cotton tree springs from a tiny seed--that which defies the tempest weighs in its germ no more than a grain of rice." In your essays you will need to generalize persuasively about the issues the question raises, and also support your generalizations with concrete specifics.

The quizzes are short-answer tests that last approximately twelve minutes.  The quizzes will consist of eleven short answer questions, fill-in-the-blank and multiple choice.  The main purpose of the quizzes will be to determine how well you are keeping up in this survey course, including how consistently you are attending lectures (and whether you are paying attention) and how carefully you are reading the textbook, Khapoya's The African Experience.  There will be a heavy emphasis on the terms placed on the board at the beginning of each lecture. 

The book review of seven pages gives you a chance to select for yourself a text outside the basic readings all students will complete.  The choices include oral traditions, works on African art, studies of African economy, contemporary novels, and other options.  The review will test your writing abilities, understanding of the basic themes and content of the book, and ability to analyze a text critically--particularly in the light of all you have learned in the course.   For example, one of the possible choices will be Kwame Nkrumah's autobiography, Ghana.  A review of that book would need to discuss the development of African nationalist leadership during the colonial period, and the relationship between leader and followers in the new nations of independent Africa. We will discuss these expectations for the book review twice during the semester--once at the beginning of the course and once ten days before the review is due.

Discussions of books such as Sundiata and Things Fall Apart and of handouts (eg. an excerpt from the memoirs of a European slaver in West Africa and an excerpt from the manifesto of the West African Islamic holy warrior Uthman dan Fodio) are an important part of the course.  After week 2, discussions will probably be held once a week.  Attendance is critically important, but so is participation.  Quizzes prior to some of the discussions are designed to ensure that you have read the material.  We will hold "readers' theatre" sessions during some of the discussions; members of the class will assume parts (in Sundiata for example) to bring the texts more to life and to provoke more thoughtful answers to questions.  To give you an idea of the kinds of questions I will ask during discussions, for Buchi Emecheta's Kehinde I may ask, "How does Kehinde's background as a highly-educated Nigerian woman influence her responses to her husband's secret marriage to a second wife?"

Requirements:  Attendance, Comportment, Disabilities

If during the semester you develop an illness or face an emergency which leads you to miss a full week of class, you will need to contact me, either at my phone number or by e-mail, before you return to class. (I need to know what is happening with you in connection with class attendance and class work.)  Conduct during class meetings is governed by the rules of the booklet on Student Rights and Responsibilities (available through Student Affairs).  In particular, consult page 11, specifically the reference to “obstruction or disruption of teaching” as conduct “not compatible” with “the University’s function as an educational institution.”  Students with disabilities who believe that they may need special accomodation in this class are expected to contact the Disability Access Center (351-2289).  They should also inform me, with verification, of any special needs they may have. 
Books to Buy
You can expect to find these books at the Book Stop (16th St. & 10th  Ave.) or at the Barnes and Noble University Bookstore. You can of course obtain them at another book source or online if you wish

Vincent Khapoya, The African Experience:  An Introduction 

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart
D. T. Niane, Sundiata 

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano 
Buchi Emecheta, Kehinde
Weekly Topics and Reading Assignments
Week 1 (Aug. 24-28)


Introduction to African geography and traditional society
Vincent Khapoya, The African Experience, chapters 1 & 2

Week 2 (Aug. 31-Sept. 4)


Traditional African religion and politics


Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (through chapter 11)
Week 3 (Sept. 9-11)
Kingdoms and empires
Khapoya, chapter 3, through "Medieval Africa" 

D. T. Niane, Sundiata

Quiz # 1, Friday, Sept. 11
Week 4 (Sept. 14-18)
The special world of East Africa

Book selection cards due anytime this week

Week 5 Sept. 21-25)


Kongo and the Portuguese


Exam # 1, Monday, Sept. 21
Week 6 (Sept. 28-Oct. 2))

The slave trade:  conduct, impact, abolition


Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative; class handout
Week 7 (Oct. 5-9)


The dynamic nineteenth century


Khapoya, rest of chapter 3; class handout

Week 8 (Oct. 12-16)

Conquest and colonialism


Khapoya, chapter 4


Quiz # 2, Monday, Oct. 12

Week 9 (Oct. 19-23)



The emergence of nationalism in West Africa


Khapoya, chapter 5

Week 10 (Oct. 26-30)


West Africa regains independence


Khapoya, chapter 6, through "Decolonization and the Transfer of Power"

Exam # 2, Friday, Oct. 30

Week 11 (Nov. 2-6)

The violent fight for freedom:  Kenya and Algeria
Week 12 (Nov. 9-13)

Apartheid and the freedom struggle in South Africa


Khapoya, chapter 7

Book reviews due, Monday, Nov. 9
Quiz # 3, Friday, Nov. 13

Week 13  (Nov. 16-20)


 The hopes of independence

 Khapoya, rest of chapter 6

Week 14 (Nov. 23)


The  challenges of independence


Buchi Emecheta, Kehinde

Week 15 (Nov. 30-Dec. 4)


Recent and contemporary Africa


Khapoya, chapter 8


Quiz #4, Wednesday, Dec. 2
Week 16 (Dec. 7-11)

Final Exam,  Thursday, Dec. 10, 10:45-1:15

Book Review Instructions for African Civilization, Fall, 2009

Procedures for selecting your book:


--Choose a book from the list of options attached.


--Find the book in the UNC library or another library.


--Hand in a 3 x 5 book selection card to me by the end of week 4.

Procedures for the review:

--Read the book carefully, including any introduction.


--Read or read again the chapter or chapters in the textbook relevant to the time 



your review book deals with.


--Type or computer-generate a review of about 5 pages and submit it on



Monday, Nov. 9.  Late reviews will be penalized one grade and no 



review will be accepted after Monday, Nov. 16.

--In your review do the following:



+summarize the contents (no more than 2 pages)



+analyze the book by discussing its relevance and importance to




the major themes of the course, indicating what it revealed




about the politics, economics, society, and/or culture of the




time in which it was set (about 3 pages)


Noting and plagiarism:


--Use your own words primarily.


--Place any direct quotes inside quotation marks.


--Note the place from which you borrowed the quote like this (Achebe, p. 60).

           --The knowing and intentional use of writing not your own without quoting and noting is considered plagiarism and could result in failure for the

assignment or for the course.  (School and University policy)

