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UNC is going green. 

The university announced Tuesday that it has joined a national energy conservation program called Energy Star, in an effort to promote better energy management across campus. 

Energy Star is a national program that encourages improved energy management practices that help save money while protecting the environment. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sponsors the voluntary program. 

“As utility costs go up, that’s something you’re constantly looking at,” said UNC Spokeswoman Gloria Reynolds. “When you implement energy savings…that drives down your costs.” 

In becoming an Energy Star partner, UNC has agreed to measure and track its energy use and performance, and work to promote energy efficiency at UNC. 

Resource Conservation Manager Kelley Gonzales is in charge of promoting energy efficiency and educating the campus about the collaboration. 

“The biggest challenge of this conservation program will be to establish a campus culture of conservation that protects the comfort of the instructional day while minimizing utility waste,” Gonzales said in a media release. “The main focus will be after– hours shut downs of lighting and equipment and temperature set – backs.” 

UNC has also committed to reduce campus water, steam and gas consumption. Reducing consumption by its goal of 15 percent would save UNC approximately $600,000 annually. Several resource conservation projects, such as installation of energy efficient lights and low-flow water fixtures, are complete or under way. 

However, Reynolds cautioned that UNC still must pay to buy and implement such improvements, which may off–set any immediate savings. 

“We have to understand that we pay for those things, like low-flow water devices and energy saving lights,” she said. She also said UNC is working with Energy Star for more than financial savings. 

“The partnership will result in savings, but it’s also about being responsible with the resources we have. As a public institution, we have an obligation when it comes to using our resources wisely.” 

