Holiday Safety Guidelines

The Environmental Health and Safety Department has a few safety guidelines for holiday decorations on campus.  Your cooperation will help to make this a safe and joyous season for all.
Holiday Trees
Live trees are prohibited in all Residence Halls on campus, but are allowed in other selected campus buildings as long as the following guidelines are followed:

1) Natural cut trees shall have the trunk bottoms cut off at least 0.5 inches above the original cut and placed in a support device. 

2) Support devices shall: 
· Hold the tree securely, in the upright position, avoiding any tipping hazards. 
· Be capable of containing a minimum 2-day water supply 
· Water level shall be maintained above the fresh cut and shall be checked a minimum of once daily. 

3) The tree shall be removed from the building whenever the needles begin falling off.

4)	Trees shall be kept a distance from heat vents, open flames, or heat-producing devices at least equal to the height of the tree. 

Artificial decorative trees must be flame resistant or flame retardant. Electrical wiring and lighting on any trees shall be UL listed.

Electrical Lights:

The use of miniature or LED lights is encouraged as they are more energy efficient and remain cooler than other lights.  Be sure to check lights and cords for frays or cracks before use.  Do not piggy-back extension cords and power strips, exceed power capacities of outlets, or run cords under carpets, through ceiling tiles or doors.

Garlands and Displays:

Try to keep the use of garlands and displays to a minimum. Garlands or displays should not extend down hallways, as this may obstruct sprinkler heads or other fire safety systems.

For additional information about decorating areas for the holidays, please contact the Environmental Health and Safety Department at 351-1149 or 351-1963.


Have a Happy and Safe Holiday!!
