UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO

Syllabus Preview

COURSE TITLE:     NURS 320  Basic EKG Interpretation

SEMESTER HOURS:     2

COURSE DESCRIPTION:     An introduction to the basic concepts of EKG and arrhythmia recognition.

PREREQUISITES:     You should have had a basic anatomy and physiology course equivalent to BIO 341 and BIO 350 at the University of Northern Colorado.

REQUIRED TEXTS:     Walraven, G. (2006).  Basic Arrhythmias.  Sixth Edition.  Upper Saddle River, N.J.  Prentice-Hall, Inc.

                                         Huff, J.  (2006). ECG Workout:  Exercises in Arrhythmias Interpretation.  Fifth Edition.  Philadelphia:  J.B. Lippincott Co.

OTHER COURSE MATERIALS:  You will need a set of calipers, which can be purchased from the UNC bookstore.  A calculator would be helpful but not required.

COURSE GOALS:  Upon completion of this course, you will be able to accurately identify the major landmarks in an EKG strip.  Students should not expect to be able to diagnose all EKG strips.  Your diligent effort and frequent practice will help to fine tune this clinical skill for your nursing practice.

OBJECTIVES:   You will be able to:

1. Interpret those arrhythmias categorized as basic including the sinus rhythm, atrial ectopics, junctional ectopics, and ventricular ectopics.

2. Recognize appropriate interventions for each of the basic arrhythmias.

3. Describe and evaluate the nursing methods for a client with continuous cardiac monitoring.

4. Accurately measure and compute atrial and ventricular rates within + or - 5 beats per minute.

5. Accurately measure all intervals and waves within + or - 0.04 seconds.

6. Identify an underlying rhythm and then any ectopics in the rhythm strip.

7. Accurately describe a regular rhythm even if the ectopics are irregular since the ectopics interrupt the regularity of the rhythm.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  There are 12 lessons to complete.  There will be a reading assignment, set of key terms, and complete set of study questions.  These assignments are not submitted for grading.  At the end of Lessons 7 and 12, you will need to submit your practice time on a log.  You are expected to spend at least 10 hours practicing in the Huff book.  Record the date and the time spent, describe the activity, and evaluate your progress.

There are 2 tests to complete.  You are required to complete two proctored exams.  The first exam will be a midterm covering lessons 1-7; the second exam will be your final covering all lessons 1-12.  The exams are supervised and timed.  The first part of both exams is 40 multiple choice questions.  The second part is 20 EKG strips.  Each strip will have 3 multiple choice questions about the strip.  You may bring your calipers, a calculator and the plastic conversion table from the Huff text to your exams.  You will be allowed two hours to complete each exam .  Consult the exam request form for information on finding an appropriate proctor and securing you exams.

EVALUATION AND GRADING:

Each log (2) will count 100 pts.

Each exam (2) will count 400 pts.

Letter grades will be assigned as follows:

A = 900-1000 pts.

B = 800-899 pts.

C = 700-799 pts.

D = 600-699 pts.

F = less than 599 pts.

Special Needs/Disability Accommodation Statement

If you believe you may need accommodations in this course, please contact UNC Disability Support Services, voice/TTY (970) 351-2289 or fax (970) 351-4166, or visit www.unco.edu/dss as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion   

Academic Conduct Statement

The Independent Study program subscribes and adheres to campus policies related to academic conduct as presented in the current UNC Student Handbook, accessible at http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/links.htm

When you enroll in a UNC course through Independent Study, you become part of the UNC community, and as such you are expected to adhere to the UNC Honor Code.

Library Access and Use

Independent study students who live outside a 50-mile radius of Greeley are extended many of the same library services available to their on-campus counterparts. These services include remote access to electronic resources, instruction in the use of libraries and library resources, reference assistance, and access to/delivery of library materials not available in local area libraries. See www.unco.edu/extendedstudies/independent/handbook.html#library for details. 

Students who live within the 50-mile radius are expected to visit the UNC Michener Library in person. To borrow materials from the Michener Library in person, bring positive identification and your confirmation/receipt from registration for your independent study course.   

