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ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR

INSTRUCTOR:
John Dietz, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus of Geography 
Phone: (970) 352-5554 
e-mail: jacdietz@greeleynet.com
BIOGRAPHY:

Until my retirement in 2001, I was for many years a 

Professor of Geography and member of the graduate 

faculty on the campus of the University of Northern Colorado. I earned a B.A. at the University of Nebraska, an M.A. at the University of Northern Colorado, and my Ph.D. at Syracuse University. The Colorado Geography Handbook, which serves as a textbook for this course, was originally prepared in 1972 and over the years has undergone revision as needed.

I have two grown daughters and two sons-in-law. My wife and I enjoy traveling and hiking in the Colorado outdoors.  In retirement I enjoy reading all the things I seldom had time for while I was teaching full time. I am also active in church and the Kiwanis Club.

INFORMATION SPECIFIC FOR THIS COURSE

PREFIX, COURSE

NUMBER, TITLE:

GEOG 350-030:  Colorado

SEMESTER HOURS

CREDIT:


Three (3)

COURSE

DESCRIPTION:
You will study the geographical and human resources of Colorado, including physical features, climate, landform regions and natural resources and their utilization and conservation.
PREREQUISITES:
GEOG 110.  While we do not require proof of prerequisite completion at the time of enrollment, it is your responsibility to satisfy any prerequisite requirements if you are a degree-seeking student.  If you are not degree seeking, a prerequisite gives some idea of how successful you might be in the course.

LEARNING TOOLS:
•Colorado Geography Handbook, edited by John Dietz. Greeley, CO: University of Northern Colorado, 4th ed. (2003). 
•Colorado: The Place of Nature, The Nature of Place by Thomas P. Huber. Niwot, Colorado: University Press of Colorado, (1993). [Xeroxed excerpts available from UNC Bookstore as book is out of print.] 
•Atlas of Colorado available as CD-ROM from Colorado Geographic Alliance. 
•Colorado State Highway Map available from CDOT.


All of the above are available from the UNC Bookstore.

PURPOSE OF 

THE COURSE:
The core of geography is spatial distribution and regionalism, wherein earth phenomena become a body of identifiable relationships.  Geography deals with those cohesive elements that give character to places.


The primary purpose of this course is to provide a realistic analysis of the conditions of particular places in Colorado.

COURSE 

OBJECTIVES:
•Develop understanding of the physical, cultural and historical patterns of the regions of Colorado and the processes by which they have developed. 
•Develop understanding of the roles Colorado plays relative to the rest of the world with particular reference to its relationship to the rest of the United States. 
•Gain experience in using maps and in researching topics relative to the evolution of the Geography of Colorado. 
•Develop skills in utilizing the knowledge of the Geography of Colorado as a vehicle for teaching the social studies and other topics in the school systems or alternative skills for non-teaching degree students.
CONTENT:
Unit One: INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 

Unit Two: PLAINS COLORADO 

Unit Three: URBAN COLORADO 

Unit Four: MOUNTAIN COLORADO 

Unit Five: PLATEAU COLORADO 

Unit Six: APPLYING OUR LEARNING 

Final Exam: CHECKING OUR LEARNING 
•Four essay questions answered in a monitored situation.
EVALUATION

TECHNIQUES:



· In Units 1-5, you will complete mapping exercises, short answers and essays. Unit 6 involves your completing a project that will necessitate using resources not provided in this syllabus/study guide. The Colorado Geography Handbook includes a bibliography of materials that may be helpful with this assignment.

· You will take a comprehensive, final examination under the supervision of a proctor. 

· Each unit and the final exam will be worth 100 points each for a total of 700 possible points. Remember, though, that taking zero points for a unit will not be permitted even if your total points would result in a passing grade--all units and the final are considered essential to the course objectives.
· Traditional letter grades will be assigned. Grades will be calculated as follows: 90-100% of total possible points = A, 80-89 % = B, 70=79% = C, 60-69% = D and less than 60% = F. Please feel fee to confer with Dr. Dietz to review your grade points at any time.
GENERAL DIRECTIONS

FOR PREPARING

WRITTEN

ASSIGNMENTS:
· When you have finished the reading assignment, complete the written assignment and map work for the unit.  Word processed answers are preferred.  If a computer or typewriter is not available, please take care to write legibly in ink.  Use white paper, 8 1/2 x 11 inches in size. Single space within paragraphs and double space between paragraphs.  Please leave  suitable margins so I have room to write my comments.  

· Answer the questions in your own words; however, if you feel a quotation is necessary, use quotation marks and cite the source.  When you are answering an essay question, take special care to use good sentence and paragraph structure, check your spelling, and proof-read your work.

· If you have any questions for me, write them on a separate sheet of paper and clip or staple your questions to the first page of your written work.

· Staple each unit to its Course Work Cover Sheet (a blue cover sheet for each of the units is included at the back of the study guide for your convenience).

· Put your name on each page of your written work, and include your Bear Number (student I.D. number) and address on the Course Work Cover Sheet.
· Make a copy of your written work to save as a back up in case an assignment is lost in the mail.  The university cannot be responsible for your work should this happen, and occasionally it does.

· Mail each assignment to this address:

University of Northern Colorado

Office of Extended Studies

Campus Box 21

Greeley, CO  80639

DO NOT MAIL YOUR HOMEWORK DIRECTLY TO ME!!

· You are responsible for the postage necessary to mail your homework to the university for grading.

· This course requires a proctored final examination.  Information on finding a proctor and securing your exam can be found on the yellow Exam Request Form located at the back of the study guide.  This final exam is patterned after your unit assignments; you will find the same type of questions.

· Along with your first assignment, please write a short paragraph about yourself, explaining why you have chosen to take this course, your educational background and anything else you might share with an instructor and the class if you were taking this course in a regular classroom setting.

· When you have completed the course, please take the time to complete the Student Satisfaction (course evaluation) form included at the back of the guide.  A self-addressed, postage-paid envelope is enclosed for your convenience.

LIBRARY RESOURCES

AND SERVICES:
Independent study students who live outside a 50-mile radius of Greeley are extended many of the same library services available to their on-campus counterparts. These services include remote access to electronic resources, instruction in the use of libraries and library resources, reference assistance, and access to/delivery of library materials not available in local area libraries. See www.unco.edu/library/distance/online.htm for details. 

Students who live within the 50-mile radius are expected to 

visit the UNC Michener Library in person. To borrow 

materials from the Michener Library in person, bring 

positive identification and your confirmation/receipt from 

registration for your independent study course. 

SPECIAL NEEDS

ACCOMMODATIONS:
Students who believe that they may need accommodations 

in this course are encouraged to contact the Disability 

Access Center at (970) 351-2289 as soon as possible to 

ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely 

fashion.

Academic 

Conduct:


When you enroll in a UNC course through Independent 





Study, you become subject to certain expectations and 





policies concerning your academic conduct. Definitions 





and details are available in the UNC Student Handbook, 





which can be viewed on the web at 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/stuhndbk2.pdf.
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