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Professor: 
Dr. John Dietz
Professor Emeritus of Geography
Phone: 970-352-5554 
e mail: jacdietz@greeleynet.com 

Catalog Description: Geography 350: Study of the geographical and human resources of Colorado, including physical features, climate, landform regions and natural resources and their utilization and conservation.

Course Objectives:
•Develop understanding of the physical, cultural and historical patterns
of the regions of Colorado and the processes by which they have
developed.
•Develop understanding of the roles Colorado plays relative to the rest
of the world with particular reference to its relationship to the 
rest of the United States. 
•Gain experience in using maps and in researching topics relative to
the evolution of theGeography of Colorado.
•Develop skills in utilizing the knowledge of the Geography of Colorado
as a vehicle for teaching the social studies and other topics in
the school systems or alternative skills for non-teaching degree 
students.

Learning Tools:
•Colorado Geography Handbook edited by John Dietz. Greeley, CO: University of Northern Colorado, (4th ed. 1996). 
•Colorado: The Place of Nature, The Nature of Place by Thomas P. Huber. Niwot, Colorado: University Press of Colorado, (1993). [Xeroxed excerpts available from UNC Bookstore as book is out of print.]
•Atlas of Colorado available on line at http://geography.unco.edu/atlas/ 
Produced by COGA (Colorado Geographic Alliance).
•Colorado State Highway Map available from CDOT. 
•Materials available on the Internet.

Procedures: The course involves six units to be done on line with an accompanying map to be mailed in at conclusion of course. There is a monitored final exam which will be mailed in with the maps at the conclusion of the course. Please take your maps with you when you go to your final and ask your proctor to mail them with your test. All six units and the final must be completed before a grade will be assigned for the course.

Grade Calculation: Each unit and the final exam will be worth 100 points for a total of 700 possible points. All six units and the final exam must be completed before a final grade will be calculated. Point accumulations can be obtained on the Blackboard as the course progresses. Remember though that taking zero points for a unit will not be permitted even if your total points would result in a passing grade--all units and the final are considered essential to the course objectives. Grades will be calculated as follows: 90-100% of total possible points = A, 80-89 % = B, 70=79% = C, 60-69% = D and less than 60% = F. Please feel fee to confer with Dr. Dietz to review your grade points at any time.

Units Calendar:

Unit One: INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW
Reading: Colorado Geography Handbook, pp. 1-4.
•What is Geography?
•Goals of course
•Becoming a cartographer
•Using the Regional Analysis Tripod
•Regions of North America
•Regions of Colorado
•Checking our learning

Unit Two: PLAINS COLORADO
Reading: Colorado Geography Handbook, pp. 5-19.
Huber, Colorado, The Place of Nature..., pp. 137-171
•Plains Colorado as a Place
•Review Regional Tripod for Plains Colorado
•Cartographic Image of Plains Colorado
•Plains Colorado Terminology
•Atlas images of Plains Colorado
•Photo images of Plains Colorado
•Media images of Plains Colorado
•Futures for Plains Colorado
•Checking our learning


Unit Three: URBAN COLORADO
Reading: Colorado Geography Handbook, pp. 20-45.
Huber, Colorado, The Place of Nature..., pp. 31-51, 111-136.
•Urban Colorado as a Place
•Review Regional Tripod for Urban Colorado
•Cartographic Image of Urban Colorado
•Urban Colorado Terminology
•Atlas images of Urban Colorado
•Photo images of Urban Colorado
•Media images of Urban Colorado
•Futures for Urban Colorado
•Checking our learning

Unit Four: MOUNTAIN COLORADO
Reading: Colorado Geography Handbook, pp. 51-68.
Huber, Colorado, The Place of Nature..., pp. 173-192, 216-239.
•Mountain Colorado as a Place
•Review Regional Tripod for Mountain Colorado
•Cartographic Image of Mountain Colorado
•Mountain Colorado Terminology
•Atlas images of Mountain Colorado
•Photo images of Mountain Colorado
•Media images of Mountain Colorado
•Futures for Mountain Colorado
•Checking our learning

Unit Five: PLATEAU COLORADO
Reading: Colorado Geography Handbook, pp. 69-77.
Huber, Colorado, The Place of Nature..., pp. 193-215, 257-277.
•Plateau Colorado as a Place
•Review Regional Tripod for Plateau Colorado
•Cartographic Image of Plateau Colorado
•Plateau Colorado Terminology
•Atlas images of Plateau Colorado
•Photo images of Plateau Colorado
•Media images of Plateau Colorado
•Futures for Plateau Colorado
•Checking our learning

Unit Six: APPLYING OUR LEARNING 
Reading: To be determined by choice of options below.
Choice of one of the following:
•Teaching Strategy using Geography 350 learnings for future classroom use at elementary, middle school or high school levels.
•Case study of a Colorado place as a representative of a Colorado pattern--done in the format of the case studies in the Colorado Geography Handbook and the Huber book.
•Analysis of a statewide Colorado issue such as water, land use control, urban sprawl, economic development, environmental deterioration, transportation, etc. done in formal term paper format. 

These can be done on line (with accompanying map mailed in with final exam) or can be done in hard copy style and mailed in.)


Final Exam: CHECKING OUR LEARNING
•Four essay questions done off line in a monitored situation. 
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	Special Needs/Disability Accommodation Statement
Students who believe that they may need accommodations in this course are encouraged to contact the Disability Access Center at 970.351.2289 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. 
	

	[image: image3.png]



	Academic Conduct Statement
When you enroll in a UNC course through Independent Study, you become subject to certain expectations and policies concerning your academic conduct. Definitions and details are available in the UNC Student Handbook, which can be viewed on the web at http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/stuhndbk2.pdf 


Selected paragraphs from the sections on Academic Expectations Related to Student Conduct and Disciplinary Actions and Procedures are printed here.

In order to encourage and foster academic excellence, the University expects students to conduct themselves in accordance with certain generally accepted norms of scholarship and professional behaviors. Because of this expectation, the University does not condone any form of academic misconduct. Academic misconduct includes but is not limited to plagiarism, cheating, fabrication, and knowingly or recklessly encouraging or making possible any act of plagiarism, cheating, or fabrication. Academic misconduct is an unacceptable activity in scholarship and is in conflict with academic and professional ethics and morals.

Consequently, students who are judged to have engaged in some form of academic misconduct may be subject to (1) a zero or an "F" on the work in question, (2) an "F" in the course, (3) other academic penalties as outlined in the professor's course requirements and expectations, (4) disciplinary action as specified in the Sanctions for Misconduct section below [please refer to the handbook], or (5) any combination thereof. Procedural due process, including the right to appeal, is to be followed in making a determination of whether academic misconduct has occurred.

Students who violate University Standards of Conduct are subject to disciplinary action. The administration of this action shall provide procedural fairness to an accused student or recognized student organization. The procedure will afford appropriate process which will be educational and developmental in nature. An adversarial relationship between the accused and the University will be avoided.


Graduate Student Handbook:
http://www.unco.edu/grad/publications/handbook.pdf 
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	Independent Study Online Student Guide
Online Student Guide (76.332 Kb) 
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	Library Resources and Services
LIBRARY RESOURCES AND SERVICES:

Library Access and Use
Independent study students who live outside a 50-mile radius of Greeley are extended many of the same library services available to their on-campus counterparts. These services include remote access to electronic resources, instruction in the use of libraries and library resources, reference assistance, and access to/delivery of library materials not available in local area libraries. See www.unco.edu/library/distance/online.htm for details. 

Students who live within the 50-mile radius are expected to visit the UNC Michener Library in person. To borrow materials from the Michener Library in person, bring positive identification and your confirmation/receipt from registration for your independent study course. 

Use your local area libraries as your primary resource. When there is a choice, you should use an academic library since it is more likely to have the indexes and other resources you will need for college-level research. Because many libraries now provide dial-in access, you can search various library databases from your own home or business, at your own convenience, if you have access to a computer with a modem. 

If the materials you need are not available in your local area libraries or if you need additional assistance, contact the UNC Michener Library. 

When placing requests, please remember to include the complete citation information. 
Check the UNC online catalog (for books or journals) or UnCover (for journals) to make sure that UNC owns an item before you request it. Not only will this speed up the process, it will ensure that the materials you want are available through UNC. 

You may request materials 24x7 by
-- e-mailing library.ocp@unco.edu 
-- faxing 970.351.2540

For other library assistance and instruction, phone 970.351-2562. 
	

	
	
	


