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	ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR


Instructor:

Sandra Baird, RN, EdD




E-Mail: sandy.baird@comcast.net




Welcome to Pathophysiology.  I hope you enjoy this course in this format as much as I will enjoy working with you.




A bit about myself – My clinical experience has been in medical/surgical nursing and intensive care.  I have taught medical/surgical nursing and pathophysiology in the classroom and through independent study.




Originally from the east coast, I earned my undergraduate and master’s degrees in nursing at the University of Maryland in Baltimore.  I completed the work for my EdD in Educational Administration at the University of Northern Colorado.




My expectation is that you will be able to understand the assigned material but not memorize the incredible amount of very detailed content; rather that you will use the Instructor objectives/learning activities to help you identify and analyze important material in the text.  My hope is that the subject will continue to challenge you intellectually as you pursue your health related career and that you will find this complex and ever expanding field awe inspiring and satisfying to explore.




I highly recommend that you establish study deadlines for each part of the course to keep on track.  You should anticipate it will take you at least 3-4 months to complete the course if you keep on schedule.

NURS 326

COURSE SYLLABUS

Course Number and Prefix:

NURS 326

Title:


Pathophysiology

Credits:

3 Semester Hours

Prerequisites:
A previous anatomy and physiology course(s).  Without this background, the course will be overwhelming as it assumes you have knowledge of physiology.

Course Description:
A systems approach to alteration and disruption of physiologic functions.  Focus on differentiation of pathophysiologic findings and identification of major disease processes.

Objectives:

1.
Explain the etiology of disease states and imbalances.


2.
Analyze how health deviations alter normal physiology.


3.
Identify pathological processes as they occur within human cells, tissue, organs, and organ systems.


4.
Describe the pathophysiology and clinical manifestations of significant health deviations.

Required Texts:


Huether, S.E. & McCance, K.L. (2008) Understanding Pathophysiology (4th edition): St. Louis, Missouri: Mosby Inc.


Parkinson, C.F (2008) Study Guide and Workbook for Understanding Pathophyiology (4th Edition): St. Louis, Missouri: Mosby Inc.

Course Requirements:

Exams:



You are required to complete four proctored examinations that correspond with the parts of the course.  For example, Exam I covers Part 1 which includes Chapters  4,5,6,7,9, and 10 in the text.  Each exam counts for one quarter of the final grade.


The exams are supervised and timed at 3 hours and you may use the text and study guide during the exams.  Most students have sufficient time to finish the exam if they are thoroughly familiar with the material, and have completed the reading and the assignments in the study guide.  The exams are generally 120 multiple choice, one best answer, items.


Please refer to the exam request form following Parts 1-4 for instruction on how to choose a proctor, request an exam and arrange for each exam to be administered.


Exams are sent to and returned from your proctor to the UNC Office of Extended Studies (OES).  The OES then forwards your completed exam to me, the instructor, for grading.  Your score on the exam is then sent to you by the OES.  Note: If you need your exam results or final course grade quickly, you may want to consider Fed-Ex to return your completed exams.  The U.S. Postal Services combined with the UNC service may take up to two weeks.  I can also email your exam results per your request to you and/or send notice to whomever you designate when you have completed the course while you wait for your UNC transcript. Transcripts can be ordered by calling the UNC transcript office at 970-351-1841; there is a $5 fee.

Evaluation:

Your final grade will be determined as follows:



A = 89-100%



B = 79-88%



C = 69-78%



D = 59-68%



F = Below 59%

How to use this syllabus and the Study Guide and Workbook for Understanding  Pathophysiology:


In the Assignments Section of this syllabus, each Part and its Chapters have designated readings in the required text. You are also given assignments in the Study Guide.  The Study Guide will assist you in highlighting the important content in each chapter and is excellent preparation for the exams. The instructor objectives and activities related to each chapter will also help you focus your study on important material and/or provide you additional learning activities to increase your understanding of chapter information. Exam items are chosen from content emphasized in the Instructor Objectives/Learning Activities of each chapter assignment.

Outline of Course Content:
This course is divided into 4 parts that correspond with your text’s chapter organization.

Not all chapters are covered in this course. Please review chapter 1 and 3 if you need to refresh your knowledge of cellular biology and tissue alterations.  Diseases in children are not covered in this course nor is treatment of disease conditions.

PART 1

Unit 1-
The Cell 


4.  
Fluid and Electrolytes, Acids and Bases

Unit 2-
Mechanisms of Self-Defense


5. 
Innate Defenses: Inflammation


6. 
Adaptive immunity


7. 
Hypersensitivities, Infection, and Immunodeficiencies

Unit 3- 
Cellular Proliferation: Cancer


9. 
Biology of Cancer and Tumor Spread


10. 
Cancer Epidemiology, Manifestations and Treatment

PART 2

Unit 4-
The Neurologic System


12.
Structure and Function of the Neurologic System


13.
Pain, Temperature, Sleep and Sensory Function


14.
Concepts of Neurologic Dysfunction


15.
Alterations of Neurologic Function

Unit 5-
The Endocrine System


17. 
Mechanisms of Hormonal Regulation


18.
Alterations of Hormonal Regulation

PART 3

Unit 6-
The Hematologic System

19. 
Structure and Function of the Hematologic System


20. 
Alterations of Hematologic Function

Unit 7-
The Cardiovascular and Lymphatic Systems


21.
Structure and Function of the Cardiovascular and lymphatic Systems


22.
Alterations of Cardiovascular Function

Unit 8-
The Pulmonary System


25. 
Structure and Function of the Pulmonary System

             26. 
Alterations of Pulmonary Function

PART 4

Unit 9-
The Renal and Urologic Systems


28.
Structure and Function of the Renal and Urologic Systems


29. 
Alterations of Renal and Urinary Tract Function

Unit 11-
The Digestive System


33. 
Structure Function of the Digestive System


34. 
Alterations of Digestive function

Unit 12-
The Musculoskeletal and Integumentary Systems


36. 
Structure and function of the Musculoskeletal System


37. 
Alterations of Musculoskeletal Function

ACADEMIC CONDUCT:

The Independent Study program subscribes and adheres to campus policies related to academic conduct as presented in the current UNC Student Handbook, accessible at http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html.  When you enroll in a UNC course through Independent Study, you become part of the UNC community, and as such you are expected to adhere to the UNC Honor Code. 
LIBRARY RESOURCES AND SERVICES:

Students can access current information on library services at www.unco.edu/extendedstudies/independent/Policies_Procedures/library_guide_Sum_06.pdf
 
SPECIAL NEEDS/DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION:

If you believe you may need accommodations in this course, please contact UNC Disability Support Services, voice/TTY (970) 351-2289 or fax (970) 351-4166, or visit www.unco.edu/dss as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

STUDENT SATISFACTION:

We value your comments and observations concerning this learning experience.  At the end of each semester, we tabulate and summarize ratings and comments provided anonymously and confidentially by our students.  Each instructor and his or her department chair are sent copies of a summary report.  Please complete and return the enclosed Student Satisfaction (course evaluation) form found at the end of the course syllabus. In addition, please complete the survey regarding your satisfaction with course services provided by the Independent Studies.  A postage-paid return envelope is enclosed for your convenience.
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