Lesson Title:   The Five Pillars – Foundations of Islam 3

Name  ___________________________________                            Date  ______________     
Research Guide: Getting Inside Islam

Directions:  Answer the following questions based on your research
1.  What does the word “Islam” mean?

2.  The largest Islamic nation, located in Southeast Asia, is _________________________.
3.  Like other world religions, Islam is composed of different sects, or orders.  The two main sects are 
     ________________ and _________________.  The _______________ is a more mystical sect.

4.  ________________ is the Muslim word for “God.”

5.  The _______________ is the holy text of Islam. 

6.   _______________________ is the common patriarch of the Jews, Christians, and Muslims.
7.  What is the Kaaba stone?  In what city is it located?

8.  Who is the prophet of Islam?  Why are there no representations of him?

9.  What are the five tenets (or pillars) of Islam?  List and describe.
10.  How did Islam spread?
11.  What were some achievements of the Abbasids?
12.  What were the Crusades?
13.  Describe the civilization the Moors developed in Spain.
14.  The hijab—or head covering—that many Muslim women wear has become controversial.  Why?

15.  18th century Wahabism began among the Bedouin tribes when they joined with the house of Saud.  
       How is this different from other forms of Islam?
16.  What is jihad?  How have Muslim extremists interpreted this idea differently from mainstream 

       Muslims?
Name  ___________________________________                   Date  ______________     

Pillars of Belief

Directions:   List the core beliefs of Islam (based on your research) and of  your own religion or value system in the appropriate circles below.  Where the circles intersect, identify areas in common.
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