Lesson Title:   The Five Pillars – Foundations of Islam 2

THREE CUPS OF TEA: PRE-READING ACTIVITY
Lesson Title:   the five pillars – foundations of islam
Lesson Goals:  The goal of this lesson is to reveal to students how religion shapes both societies and individuals. 
LESSON Content:  This PRE-READING lesson builds students' background knowledge about Islam.  As they read  students will be prepared to cite examples of these ideas as they encounter them in their reading of Three Cups of Tea.
	Prior Knowledge 

	This lesson is designed to develop students’ background knowledge of Islam in order to enrich their reading of Three Cups of Tea.  Lesson activities span multiple class periods and could be used as part of a larger unit on world religions or the Middle East.  No prior knowledge/activities are necessary.  

	Objectives
	Content Standards

	On completion of this activity, students will be able to:
· Identify and explain the Five Pillars of Islam.

· Compare the beliefs of their own religion or value system to the basic tenets of Islam.  
· Identify specific examples of the Five Pillars within the true story of Three Cups of Tea.

	READING & WRITING
1: Students read and understand a variety of materials.

2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.

5: Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.

#6: Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience.

HISTORY:
6.1:  Students know the historical development of religions and philosophies.

6.2:  Students know how societies have been affected by religions and philosophies.

GEOGRAPHY:

2.1: Students know the physical and human characteristics of places.

	Materials and Resources

	· DVD: Inside Islam, The History Channel, ©2002 (100 minutes) or information can be gather through a web search
· Student copies of research questions

· Venn diagram

· Student copies of Five Pillars of Islam graphic organizer

· Student copies of Three Cups of Tea reading notes

· Classroom set of Three Cups of Tea (Young Reader’s or regular edition)

	Development & ImplementAtion
	DIFFERENTIATION/

MODIFICATION

	1.  Prior Knowledge/Hook/Discussion  Ask students to share what they already know about the religion of Islam, including their perceptions of Muslims.  How do they know this info, what has shaped their perceptions, etc.?  Record responses on the board or a large piece of paper.

2.  View DVD/Conduct Web-Research  Working independently or in pairs, students will answer the questions on the research guide based on either their viewing of Inside Islam or their research on the internet and/or library.  In addition, they should complete the five pillars graphic. 
3. Whole Class Discussion:  Focus on the five pillars graphic and discuss as a class what the students have written.  Keep a running list.  Next, before reviewing their responses to the research questions, distribute the Venn Diagram. Discuss with students what is meant by one's value system and where those values originate.  List some "American" values as an example.   

4. Independent & Small Group Practice.  Students should complete the diagram and then share it with peers in small groups.  Each group will report back to the class.  Emphasize for students that they can use their religion OR their value system.
5.  Guided Practice  Students should complete the graphic organizer on the Five Pillars of Islam.
6.  Discussion  Discuss as a large group responses to the Venn diagram. What similarities and differences did students generate?  Are there parallels between the Five Pillars and their own religious practice?  Revisit the initial discussion (from #1 above).  How do students view the religion of Islam/Muslims now?  Did anything they learned challenge their preconceived notions and/or surprise them?  Point out any errors expressed in the original exercise.
7.  Introduce Three Cups of Tea.
	1.  If students struggle to generate prior knowledge, the teacher may want to incorporate visuals to elicit responses.
2 & 4 This task can be completed individually or in ASSIGNED pairs. 

7.  For middle younger students or for readers significantly below grade level, they can read the Young Reader’s edition of Three Cups of Tea.

	ASSESSMENT

	INFORMAL: Students must complete the research questions correctly; Students must complete the Five Pillars graphic and apply this information to the Venn diagram 

	EXTENSION/FOLLOW-UP

	· As they read Three Cups of Tea, students should document examples of the Five Pillars they encounter in the narrative in the space provided at the bottom of each pillar.

· Ramadan begins in September, and there are ample opportunities to use this holiday to extend students’ understanding of and engagement with this topic.  


