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Three Cups of Tea: PRE-READING ACTIVITY
Lesson Title: Do Judge a Book by Its Cover
Lesson Goals: Students will explore the design elements of a book cover and learn how the cover can help them predict the content/nature of the book and build anticipation for reading.
LESSON Content: This lesson asks students to analyze the wealth of information a reader can glean from a book's cover. Students will complete a worksheet to preview and analyze the design/layout of the book. Students will review design layout then perform a jigsaw activity (for information about the  JIGSAW activity, see http://www.jigsaw.org/) with a worksheet that covers the major design elements of the book. The lesson continues with discussion and predictions.

	Prior Knowledge 


	Students should have a working knowledge of the basic layout/design of a book (i.e., how to locate title, author, table of contents, introduction, index, acknowledgements, glossary, supplemental materials [maps, pictures], synopsis, critical reviews, and dedication). 

	Objectives

	Content Standards

	On completion of this activity, students will be able to:
· Identify book design elements for this nonfiction book.

· Interpret the title of the book.

· Predict the content of the book.

· Participate in a jigsaw activity (see http://www.jigsaw.org/)
· Collaborate with peers to collect information.

· Present information to peers.

· Collect information from peers.


	READING AND WRITING STANDARDS

1. Students read and understand a variety of materials:

5. Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.



	Materials and Resources


	· Three Cups of Tea book (copies for teacher and all students):  Mortenson, Greg, and David Oliver Relin. Three Cups of Tea: One Man's Mission to Promote Peace . . . One School at a Time. Boston: Penguin (Non-Classics), 2007.

· “Book Design Elements” worksheets (copies for all students)
· Writing materials

· Internet access OR a printout of the book website from  http://www.threecupsoftea.com

	Development & ImplementAtion

	DIFFERENTIATION/

MODIFICATION

	Prior Knowledge: Do a quick assessment of the students’ prior knowledge of book layout and design.

· List the following items on the board/overhead (list attached to lesson can be made into an overhead or copied to a PowerPoint presentation):  title, author, table of contents, introduction, index, acknowledgements, glossary, supplemental materials [maps, pictures], synopsis, critical reviews, and dedication.

-OR-

· Use the attached worksheet to assess students’ knowledge.

· Ask the students (individually or pairs, depending on class size) to find and then show the location of each item. 

Teachers should supplement this exercise as needed with further lessons if students are generally ignorant of book design. Note: students can use, enhance, or build knowledge of these design elements through the lesson.

Hook: Ask students how they choose a book. What helps them make that decision? Cover, synopsis, reading the first few lines, size, or language? Where do they find books? Library, on-line, bookstores, or friends/family recommendations?
You might bring in a few copies of the same book with different covers (classic novels are terrific for this) and review with students the various components of a book jacket and what purpose they serve.  
Small Group Activity: Jigsaw http://www.jigsaw.org/overview.htm
· Distribute worksheets

· Divide the class into groups and assign topics on the worksheet

· Groups will complete their assigned sections

· Groups will break into new groups with representatives of the other groups to complete the worksheets.

Whole Group Activity: Discussion

· Review the completed worksheets with the whole class. Students will complete any missing portions as needed.

· Discuss the jigsaw worksheet process. What information was difficult/easy to find? Which major design element is missing (answer: glossary)? Which design element do you think you will use the most while reading? Which element sparked the most interest in the book? Which element would you first look at when picking out a book for personal reading now?

· Ask for predictions about the content of the book. Discuss fiction versus nonfiction and how that influences what types of predictions we might make.
	Students and, as needed, the teacher may model how to locate design elements. Teacher may also choose to build more background knowledge after assessing students’ prior knowledge.

Jigsaw grouping permits teacher to group students as needed (mixed ability groups, grouping by Gardner’s multiple intelligences, etc.). 



	ASSESSMENT


	Informal: Participation in discussion and/or completion of the worksheet before doing the activity will reveal student background knowledge of book design. Discussion after completing the activity will reveal knowledge of the layout of this particular book and ability to formulate appropriate predictions for the content of the book.

Formal: Worksheets can be collected and checked for appropriate level of completion. Extension activities can be used to further assess student understanding and skills of analyzing/applying book design elements.

	EXTENSION/FOLLOW-UP


	This lesson can be used as a springboard for further work: 

· Create a student selected glossary (the missing element) to be used and supplemented while reading. The glossaries created can then be used by future classes. 

· Create a book using book design elements. This activity might be used as a small assessment (i.e., make a “pocket” book or a small exemplar with a basic template for book design) or as a grand summative assessment (i.e., create a storybook from the perspective of a person in the book to share with elementary school students).  Or have students work in groups to redesign the Three Cups of Tea book jacket, including all the components.
· Perform the same analysis by yourself on a book that you are or would like to read.


