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THREE CUPS OF TEA: PRE- AND DURING READING ACTIVITY
Lesson Title:  Cultural Bridges--Gestures of Respect
Lesson Goals: The goal of this lesson is to encourage students to examine and make connections between cultural gestures of respect.

LESSON Content: While reading Three Cups of Tea, students will keep a log recording the gestures of respect in the book and compare these with gestures of respect in their own culture.

	Prior Knowledge 

	Students should have prior experience making connections between the text and their own lives.  They should also have prior knowledge of two-column  note-taking system (which has students record factual information from their reading on the left side of the paper and their own, personal response to these “facts” on the right side).

	Objectives
	Content Standards

	On completion of this activity, students will be able to:

· Identify and describe gestures of respect in the Pakistani culture as seen in the novel.

· Identify and describe gestures of respect in their own culture.

· Role play the gestures of respect in both cultures.
· Compare gestures of respect from the cultures in 3CT and their own culture

	Reading and Writing Standard 
1.Students will make connections between their reading and what they already know
6. Students read and recognize literature as a record of human experience
Geography Standard 
4. Students understand how economic, political, cultural, and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation, and conflict.

.

	Materials and Resources

	· Paper

· Pen/Pencil

· Three Cups of Tea

	Development & ImplementAtion
	DIFFERENTIATION/

MODIFICATION

	1. Prior to reading the novel, the teacher may want to review two-column notes.  
2. HOOK: Ask students about gestures of respect practiced by their family (for example, holding the door for a parent, taking off a cap during the national anthem, etc.)  Make a list.

3. MODELING:  Tell students they will be making a list of the gestures of respect they see as they read Three Cups of Tea.  The teacher will model the use of the two column notes by making the first connection with the book by reading the scene aloud with students, discussing what the actions signify to Greg and/or to the Pakistanis he meets.  Then, ask the class to think about the gestures they listed and identify one that compares, they may add another if they think of it.  On the left side of the paper, students will identify the gestures from the book, the page on which it is described, and its significance to the culture.  On the right side they will identify a gesture that serves a similar purpose from their culture.
4. INDIVIDUAL WORK then GROUP WORK: Students will fold a piece of paper vertically and label the columns Pakistani Culture and My Culture.  As they read, they will record gestures of respect that they see in the novel in one column and describe gestures of respect from their own culture in the other column.  Each class they will meet with their groups and compare what they found, creating a master list.
5. IN PAIRS: Once the novel is completed, student will pair up and perform the gestures explaining to the class the significance of the their gesture.

6. INDEPENDENT WORK: After the role play, each student will write a 2-3 page essay that compares the gestures they see in their own culture with the gestures from the novel and explain the importance of these gestures.
  
	Students can draw pictures of the gestures or find pictures from the internet to show their understanding.  They should also be encouraged to write a sentence or two describing their picture.

Gifted students can be encouraged to research a culture other than their own and compare it with the Pakistani culture.



	ASSESSMENT

	InformaL:  The students will be assessed based on their lists of gestures of respect recorded in their notebooks during in-class and/or independent reading.  Their participation in the role play of gestures will also be assessed.

Formal: The students’ essay comparing gestures from the book with gestures from their culture will be assessed using the Six Trait rubric (see Appendix)


	EXTENSION/FOLLOW-UP

	· This activity can be applied to other cultures, as students research gestures of respect and compile these with the data they have already collected.  They can revise their original essay to include this third culture.

· Students can complete a writing task that describes the cultural customs/traditions/gestures.  For example, they could create a travel brochure informing travelers of how to respect the culture of Pakistan/Afghanistan.  Or, they create a speech they might deliver, as a tour guide, describing and comparing gestures of respect to a party of tourists.


