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THREE CUPS OF TEA: PRE-READING ACTIVITY
LESSON TITLE: Cultural Explorations--The Other Side of the World

LESSON GOALS: As the world gets smaller, through such tools as Twitter or Facebook, it is important that students understand how their lives are at once very different from and very similar to the lives of people in places very far away us in miles.  

LESSON CONTENT: Students conduct research in order to learn more about the two countries that are the focus of Three Cups of Tea, Pakistan and Afghanistan.  They will research, create a brochure about, and present on an aspect of the culture of these two countries. 

	PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 

	· Students will know how to create a PowerPoint presentation (Note: if they are not comfortable or need a refresher the following sites are excellent resources, in particular #3, which is from the Purdue University Writing Lab:
· http://www.microsoft.com/atwork/skills/presentations.aspx
· www.iasted.org/conferences/formatting/Presentations-Tips.ppt
· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/686/01/
· Students will be familiar with basic search engines available on the internet. 

	Objectives 
	Content Standards 

	On completion of this activity, students will be able to:

· Explain the aspect of Afghani or Pakistani culture they chose to research
· Understand how to summarize research into accessible bites of information
· Present the results of their research in a PowerPoint presentation to the class


	 READING AND WRITING STANDARDS
 1. Students read and understand a variety of materials.
 2. Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
 3. Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
 4. Students apply thinking skills to their reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing.
 5. Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources.

	MATERIALS AND RESOURCES 

	· Access to computers - at least one per group for research and creating their presentation
· Research tracker graphic organizer (see attached)
· Handout of helpful websites (see attached.  NOTE: Ideally, students will be able to locate websites for their research; however, if they struggle, this list will give them some places to start.) 

	DEVELOPMENT & IMPLEMENTATION 
	DIFFERENTIATION/ MODIFICATION 

	HOOK:  Bring in a few articles from recent newspapers and news magazines about Pakistan and Afghanistan.  Review the titles and give a sense of what they are about.  Have each student work in groups and create a KWL chart about Afghan and Pakistani people and culture based on his or her personal experience and knowledge. 
GROUP WORK: Have student pair up and discuss what they wrote on their chart and see what they can learn from each other.
WHOLE CLASS: Review the KWLs and come to a consensus on a whole class list of Ws--what they want to know about the people, places, cultures of these two countries.  Your goal is to come up with a list of possible research topics from which the students might choose.  If there is a topic you are particularly interested in having them research, gently guide them there.  Explain the nature of that they will be doing with their research and how it will help them enjoy (even more!) 3CT.
GROUP WORK: Have students express their research preferences--they can pick two topics.  The teacher will create the groups, ideally of 3-4 students each.  
· Students must create a 10 -15 slide (minimum) PowerPoint (remind them of the keys to a successful presentation).
· Although the entire group plans the presentation and the "format," each individual student must take responsibility for three of the slides 
· Review the assignment and the rubrics.  As needed, review web-based research, determining legitimate sites, and the technology needed to complete the tasks
WHOLE CLASS: Depending on how long you allow students to research and create their slides, come back as a whole class to discuss their projects by asking each group to report their progress and asking other groups if they have any suggestions.
PRESENTATION:  Students make their presentations, with each student presenting his/her information.  After the presentations, return to the KWL and identify what you have L-earned and what you still might want to K-now more about.      
	Students converse in small groups to generate and clarify possible ideas. 
  
Keep in mind that groups should be mixed ability. 

For students not comfortable with technology or research, conduct a mini-lesson for them to get them up to speed.

  
  

	ASSESSMENT 

	INFORMAL assessment of the group work by the teacher based on observations.  
FORMAL assessment of the presentation--both the content, the slides, and the actual presentation to class, based on the attached rubric.

	EXTENSION/FOLLOW-UP 

	Any information that remains "unknown" from the KWL can be answered by additional research; however, a better approach would be to see if the reading answers the remaining questions





THREE CUPS OF TEA: PRE-READING ACTIVITY
LESSON TITLE: The Other Side of the World

List of helpful sites:

a.   Role of Women
i. http://www.un.org/events/women/2002/sit.htm 
ii. http://www.rawa.org/women.php 
b. Dress
i. http://www.afghan-web.com/culture/clothing/
ii. http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/171379/dress/14021/The-Middle-East-from-the-6th-century 
c. Customs
i. http://pakistanpaedia.com/cul/CUL_3.html  
ii.  http://www.everyculture.com/No-Sa/Pakistan.html
d. Pillars of Islam
i. http://www.islam101.com/dawah/pillars.html  
ii. http://www.themodernreligion.com/basic/islam_pillars.htm  
e. Geography
i. http://www.afghan-web.com/geography/ 
ii. http://geography.about.com/od/findmaps/ig/Country-Maps/Pakistan-Map.htm  
f. History of the Taliban
i.  http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761588418/taliban.html 
ii.  http://www.institute-for-afghan-studies.org/AFGHAN CONFLICT/TALIBAN/intro_kakar.htm
