
Hello and, in the language of Korphe, Alsalam Alakom  السلام عليكم 

This Readers' & Teachers' Companion to Three Cups of Tea is the result of a collaboration between the Fellows of the 2009 Rocky Mountain Writing Project (RMWP), the Office of the Provost, the School of English Language & Literature, and the University Libraries at the University of Northern Colorado (UNC).  It is our hope that what has been collected and presented here will enhance your experience as you enter the world of Three Cups of Tea.  

Our Companion offers a variety of multimodal resources designed both for teachers of Greg Mortenson's  inspiring story and for casual readers simply looking to learn more about the places Mortenson visits, the cultures with which he engages, and the activities that define the work of the Central Asia Institute (CAI).  For the former audience, we provide a selection of lesson plans that map the regions of East Asia, explore the culture of Pakistan, and compare classrooms in Korphe and Colorado.  For the latter, the more recreational reader, we hope to enhance your experience with and enjoyment of the story by suggesting some unexpected "ways in" or approaches to thinking about Three Cups of Tea. 

We have vetted the resources we suggest to ensure that they are factually accurate and intellectually engaging.  As you might expect, in addition to a terrific site created by the staff at UNC's Michener Library, we provide a list of internet sources to supplement what you might or might not know about the region that functions almost as a character in Mortenson's story.  Sites sponsored by such familiar organizations as the History Channel, National Public Radio, PBS, National Geographic, and The New York Times are included, as are links to video sources on YouTube and networking sites, including the recently established Three Cups of Tea Facebook page.  These resources can add depth of understanding to any reading of this inspiring story.  On these sites, readers can learn more about the cultures of Afghanistan and Pakistan, in particular about the faith of Islam that plays a significant role in Mortenson's interactions with his many supporters in that complex region.  We also provide a list of additional readings that address the same themes we have chosen to highlight in Mortenson's work: learning, giving, and persevering.  Why stop with one book when there are so many stories out there to read!

We are especially proud of the teaching ideas and lesson plans we include in this packet. These lessons, designed for students at the secondary and university level (although many are adaptable to elementary school classrooms), have been developed and inspired by the teacher participants in the 2009 Rocky Mountain Writing Project Summer Institute.  The RMWP is a site of the National Writing Project (NWP), a federally-funded professional development network devoted to the teaching of writing at all grade levels and in all subjects.  Through their network of more than 200 university-based writing project sites located in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands, the NWP prepares Teacher Fellows to offer high-quality professional development programs for educators in local school districts.  Our RMWP Summer Institute is a month-long, invitation-only workshop for teachers committed to teaching literacy in courses across content areas.  At the end of four weeks, these NWP Teacher Fellows are well-prepared not only to infuse literacy instruction into their classes but to share their knowledge of literacy with colleagues in their schools , their districts, indeed, across the state of Colorado.  As part of this year's RMWP Summer Institute, the Writing Project Fellows developed many of the lessons we are sharing with you here. 

However you choose to employ the resources and materials collected here, the one notion we hope you do carry away from your encounter with Greg Mortenson and the remarkable people he met--in places as familiar as Bozeman, Montana and as far away a Korphe, Pakistan--is that is it indeed possible for one person to change the lives of many.

We wish you a wonderful reading experience!
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