Meet Your Fellow Tea Drinkers!
The Fellows of the 2009 Rocky Mountain Writing Project
Stacy Bailey is a fifth year teacher currently working at Frontier Academy in Greeley, Colorado. She has taught 7th, 8th, 9th, and 11th grade including Language Arts, Writing, Reading, Creative Writing, non-fiction, American literature, public speaking, and AP Language. She has recently finished her Master of Arts in Teaching at U.N.C.
Randy Black, B.S. Physics, M.S. Curriculum and Instruction, specializes in teaching below grade level math students and currently teaches at Roosevelt High School in Johnstown, Colorado. He is the author of “Fresh View from the Back of the Room,” Journal of Staff Development, Spring 2003, and is a teacher consultant of the Rocky Mountain Writing Project, an affiliate of the National Writing Project.

Nicole Gaspers is a Language Arts/Reading teacher at Heath Middle School in Greeley, Colorado.  She has spent eight years working at Heath teaching 6th, 7th, and 8th grade.  Along with her role as a teacher, she has also spent two years as a Literacy Coach for Weld School District 6 and eight years coaching volleyball.  She is now pursuing a Master of Arts degree at the University of Northern Colorado.

Heather Ko is a middle school teacher at Twin Peaks Charter Academy in Longmont, Colorado.  Heather has taught 6th-12th grade English, as well as English as a second language for adults.  She also specializes in Reader's Theatre. 
Jo Layton graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a Bachelor's degree in history and will be entering her fifteenth year in secondary education.  She is currently teaching ancient civilization, world geography, and American government at Valley High School.  

John Loughran graduated from Penn State's writing program and holds a M.Ed. in TESOL.  He has worked as a news writer and editor and has taught ESL for 20 years. He is currently teaching at Trail Ridge Middle School in Longmont, Colorado.

Courtney Luce is a fourth year teacher at Union Colony Preparatory School in Greeley, Colorado. She has taught 8th-12th grade including Language Arts, American literature, public speaking, AP Literature, and AP Language. She is currently working on her Master of Arts in Teaching at the University of Northern Colorado.
Michelle Kempkes is an elementary teacher with a Special Education emphasis. She is in her 18th year of teaching and has taught grades 1-4.  This is her third year at Twin Peaks Charter Academy and is teaching second grade. She is currently working on her Master’s in Education/Writing at Lesley University.

 

Shanna Ranous is a first grade teacher at McAuliffe Elementary. She has been teaching kindergarten for the last six years. She is currently working on her Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction at the University of Northern Colorado

Amy Ross is a high school literacy specialist currently working at Eaton High School in Eaton, Colorado. She has taught 9th-12tth grade Literacy classes, Contemporary Reading, and Sr. English. She holds a Master’s degree in Reading from the University of Northern Colorado. She has taught for nine years in the Northern Colorado area.
Jason A. Rydgren, M.A., lives in Kersey, CO and teaches 6th-12th grade Visual Arts and 9th-12th grade Gifted and Talented at Platte Valley Middle School and Platte Valley High School in Kersey.
Cassie Sonnenberg teaches at Wiggins Middle/High School in Wiggins, Colorado. She teaches English I, English II, Senior English, and journalism.

Nikki Tobias graduated from the University of Montana and worked as an archaeologist before completing her teaching certification at West Chester University. She is a third year educator at Fort Lupton High School in Fort Lupton, Colorado where she has taught 9th-11th grade Language Arts.

Larea Warden is a 4th grade teacher at H.S. Winograd K-8 school in Greeley, Colorado.  She has been teaching for five years.
Jenny Wise Weich, MA., is entering her seventh year teaching K-12 Visual Art. Having taught all ages, her current focus is K-5 Visual Art.  She received her Masters in Visual Art from the University of Northern Colorado in 2003 and has taught workshops at the Colorado Art Educators Association Conferences from 2002 until now.
